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original ‘‘Tuskegee Airmen,’’ worked tirelessly 
on behalf of military veterans and was actively 
involved in military cultural diversity issues. 
She served with distinction on a host of city 
boards including the Fitzsimmons Commission 
and served with distinction on the Fitzsimmons 
Redevelopment Authority Executive Com-
mittee, Aurora Economic Development Coun-
cil, Denver International Airport Business Part-
nership, Lowry Economic Recovery Project, 
Adams County Economic Development Coun-
cil, Community College of Aurora Advisory 
Council and Aurora’s Business Advisory 
Board. 

In 10 years on the council John Parosky 
was a voice for fiscal prudence and effective 
and efficient government. He brought his fi-
nancial expertise to bear in ensuring that tax 
dollars were used as optimally as possible. 
His commitment to the city can also be found 
in his work; he devoted countless hours to 
make Aurora a better place through his work 
on the Economic Development Committee, E–
470 Authority, Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 
Utility Budget Committee, Visitors Promotion 
Fund, Aurora Education Foundation, Spirit of 
Aurora, Community Housing Services and Au-
rora Rotary club. 

An eight year veteran of the council, Bob 
LeGare was a passionate advocate of small 
business, who took in a leadership role in 
many economic development programs. Bob 
was devoted to the importance of small busi-
ness, he worked to make Aurora a partner 
with business to provide jobs and services. He 
provided leadership on a variety of economic 
development initiatives including the Fitz-
simmons Redevelopment Authority, Colorado 
Commission on Taxation, Aurora Citizens Ad-
visory Budget Committee, Colorado Office of 
Regulatory Reform Advisory Board, Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce, Aurora Association of 
Realtors and the Aurora Realtor Governmental 
Affairs Committee and further contributed to 
the community through Leadership Aurora, 
Aurora Museum Foundation, and Aurora 
Open. 

Dave Williams served 11 years as a mem-
ber of the Aurora City Council. He worked to 
improve the efficiency of the city by encour-
aging better review processes and more effi-
cient administration. He has been a leader in 
the business community as illustrated by his 
experiences on the Aurora Economic Develop-
ment Council, E–470 Authority, Aurora Rotary 
Club and the Urban Drainage and Flood Con-
trol District. 

Mr. Speaker, these dedicated officials de-
serve our thanks. At a time when cynicism 
about public officials appears to be the pre-
vailing sentiment, they provide models of dedi-
cation and selflessness that defy these con-
temporary stereotypes. I am honored to have 
worked with them and wish them well in the 
days ahead.

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
ON THEIR PAC-TEN CHAMPION-
SHIP AND ROSE BOWL BERTH 

HON. DIANE E. WATSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 8, 2003

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
count the University of Southern California 

among my constituents in California’s 33rd 
Congressional District. This institution is a 
magnet for diverse people and ideas, attract-
ing students from all 50 states and more than 
100 foreign countries. In fact, USC ranks in 
the top 1 percent amongst the most diverse 
private research universities in the nation. As 
an educator, I am inspired to see USC’s com-
mitment to academic excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pay tribute to 
the accomplishments of the University of 
Southern California football team. Congratula-
tions are in order for USC President Steven 
Sample, Head Coach Pete Carroll, and the 
outright Pac-Ten champions, who finished the 
season with the #1 national ranking in both 
the AP and Coaches polls. 

The USC Trojan football team has shown 
unique skill, charisma, dedication, and love for 
the sport. The Trojans accumulated an 11–win 
and 1-loss record while competing against 
some of the best programs in the country. 

The Trojans regular season performance 
and their strength of schedule earned them a 
controversial Bowl Championship Series, or 
BCS, berth. Although it is a system no one 
can make sense of, I am pleased that the real 
National Championship will be decided during 
the ‘‘Grand Daddy of them all’’—the Rose 
Bowl. As those steeped in football tradition 
know, a Pac-Ten vs. Big Ten match-up in the 
Rose Bowl, with a #1 ranked team in the 
game, is a formula for champions. 

Mr. Speaker, again I congratulate USC 
President Steven Sample, Head Coach Pete 
Caroll, and the football team at the University 
of Southern California for a season to remem-
ber.

f 

ARMENIAN TECHNOLOGY GROUP 
AND CENTRAL DIAGNOSTIC LAB-
ORATORY IN ARMENIA 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I wish to take this 
opportunity to clarify a key provision in Fiscal 
Year 2004 Foreign Operations Appropriations 
which was included in the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act of 2004. 

As you know, this Congress continues to be 
a supporter of strong U.S.-Armenian relations 
to include economic and related programs. In 
fact, this bill appropriates $75 million to help 
Armenia with its continued progress toward a 
market-oriented democratic nation. 

However, it is not just economic assistance 
that Congress is voting on today. We are also 
voting on a provision which expressed the in-
tent of Congress that the U.S. Agency for 
International Development provides sufficient 
funding to establish and operate a Central Di-
agnostic Laboratory in Armenia that can serve 
the Caucasus region. Currently, there is no 
such resource in Armenia or the region to 
safeguard human health and food safety 
against the threat of contamination or spread 
of disease. 

I believe it is the intent of this Congress that 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
utilize the services of the Armenian Tech-
nology Group, a U.S.-based nonprofit organi-
zation, to work with Armenian officials to es-
tablish and begin operations of this Central Di-

agnostic Laboratory. Furthermore, I believe it 
is key that this work begin as early as possible 
so that the Caucasus region, and by extension 
the United States, can benefit from the protec-
tion provided by this Central Diagnostic Lab-
oratory.
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IN MEMORY OF THE GOOD LIFE 
OF HENRY KALINSKI 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am deeply, 
privileged today to extend on behalf of the 
Kaptur and Rogowski families and my brother 
Steve and myself sincerest appreciation to 
each of you for offering your support, comfort, 
and love to Hank’s beautiful wife of 50 years, 
Jackie, and the entire Kalinski family; Linda 
and Bob, Diane and Jim, Debbie and Jeff; to 
Hank’s sisters Vergie, Sophie, Esther and in 
memoriam of Angie, Jean and his brother Ed-
ward; to his treasured gandchilden, Brian, 
Heather, Matthew, Kevin, Eric, Shawn, Stacey, 
and in memory of Jason; and to his four great 
grandchildren, Tyler, Justin, Connor and Alex-
is; and his nieces and nephews. 

We join together today to pay tribute, in sor-
row, but also in celebration, of the life of a pa-
triarch, the father of his family, of a truly good 
man from a working class family, who loved 
life. What a lasting gift Hank is to each of us—
a happy man. He is smiling on us now, for 
surely he knew we would be here together 
with Jackie, at this family gathering. He en-
joyed being with family more than anything 
else in the world. He is experiencing a peace 
now that the world could not give. Hank re-
mains with us now in a spiritual way. 

Hank had more than a smile. He had a grin. 
We all loved to laugh with Hank. That wonder-
ful laugh that came from deep within—not too 
loud, but genuine. You knew he wouldn’t want 
anyone to be sad, but to be gratified he lived 
the life he wished to live for most of his years. 
And Jackie, you and your family bestowed on 
him the greatest gift of his life—your uncondi-
tional and constant love. 

As he was asked to bear this enormous 
cross of affliction for so many years, you 
walked at his side. He did so with a rare dig-
nity born of uncommon strength and raw cour-
age. He would want us to cheer his decade 
long marathon and his family’s deep devotion. 
His suffering became a prayer for all of us and 
our poor world. Every person who witnessed 
this great ‘‘Kalinski prayer of devotion’’ was 
changed by its power. Who can ever forget 
the nurses and doctors who would be over-
come by Hank’s grin and laughter, even under 
the most difficult circumstances. The glint in 
Hank’s eyes had no equal. 

Now, can you imagine he was the father of 
three daughters, and the brother of five sis-
ters. But, he was a man’s man, a husband to 
an exceptional wife, a true friend to his sons-
in-law, a man who knew how to stand by his 
loved ones, a builder, a veteran. He was al-
ways there, sometimes not uttering a word. He 
was a Gary Cooper type of character, a quiet 
strength. He didn’t have to show it off. 

Happy. Kind. Generous. Funny. Hard-
working. Wise. A family man who took 
unending delight in his grandchildren and 
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great-grandchildren crawling at his feet or sit-
ting on his lap. You never heard him utter an 
unkind word. So many precious memories: 
Christmas, Easter, birthdays, weddings, anni-
versaries, parties and more parties. perch fish-
ing, darts, his gardens, homemade gifts like 
the wooden horses that held address plates 
for our homes, Pearl and Wersell streets, his 
dog Puck. 

I can recall how he went out of his way for 
each of us. He would make such an effort to 
meet me along the Lagrange Street Parade 
route, year after year. Always there. If Holly-
wood were to cast a true husband and father, 
brother and friend, they would cast Hank in 
the leading role. 

You still will find him with you—in unex-
pected moments. You will know he is there, 
and everything will be all right. I once asked 
a holy woman why God gave such trials to 
people who are so good. ‘‘To make us 
strong,’’ she said. Hank taught us love, joy, 
and perseverance. He has been a man for 
others, who showed us how to love life. 

May God carry his soul gently in his pas-
sage to peace. We know God joins with us 
today as we pray, ‘‘Sleep well my good and 
faithful servant.’’
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HONORING COLLEEN ANN MEEHAN 
BARKOW, THOMAS J. MEEHAN 
III, AND JOANN MEEHAN 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Colleen Ann Meehan Barkow, 
who perished in the attacks of September 11, 
as well as her father and mother, Thomas J. 
and JoAnn Meehan, who still suffer from her 
loss. The following is a letter sent to my office 
by Thomas J. Meehan III, which I want to sub-
mit to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE MALONEY: Colleen 
was an employee of Cantor Fitzgerald work-
ing on the 103rd floor. Her partial remains, 
the upper torso, were found on September 17, 
2001, the date which was to have been her 
first wedding anniversary. My wife and I con-
tinue to be filled with the anguish of her 
death, the manner in which she died, her un-
viewable remains, dismemberment and the 
tragic death she suffered. 

I am writing you today in regard to the 
legislation you have introduced calling for a 
federal study to assess the historic value of 
the WTC footprints and to assess the appro-
priateness and feasibility of national monu-
ment status for that immediate area. 

This legislation is important not only to 
the families of those who lost family mem-
bers, but to the Nation and the world, for 
September 11, 2001 is another day that will 
live in infamy, and has altered the course of 
world history. 

There are those who dispute its parallels in 
history, but they cannot be disputed. Gettys-
burg, the attack on Pearl Harbor, and Nor-
mandy are events which have so affected the 
world, and have preserved for future genera-
tions the places of the lives lost and blood-
shed, so that freedom and democracy will 
continue upon the world stage. 

These historic events have warranted a na-
tional preservation of where American lives 
have been lost and sacrificed. So that their 
sacrifices would be remembered for future 
generations, and maintained by a grateful 

nation, is the reason why this legislation 
should be enacted for the lives lost on Sep-
tember 11, 2001; they deserve nothing less. 

The preservation of the footprints of the 
WTC buildings and the surrounding area des-
ignation as a national monument is needed 
to ensure that we as a nation keep our 
pledge to ‘‘Never Forget’’. We must secure 
the site and preserve for future generations 
the ground which has been become sacred 
and hallowed by the loss of the blood of all 
the victims. 

Sincerely, 
THOMAS J. MEEHAN III.
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TRIBUTE TO STAFF SGT. MORGAN 
DESHAWN KENNON AND THE 
101ST AIRBORNE 

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Staff Sgt. Morgan DeShawn Kennon 
of the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division, 
who was laid to rest in Memphis, Tennessee 
on November 14. 

Morgan Kennon and the 101st Airborne 
were called to duty in defense of this nation. 
They answered that call with courage and 
honor. Staff Sgt. Kennon was killed while pro-
tecting his fellow soldiers from an ambush in 
the Northern Iraqi city of Mosul. He was post-
humously awarded a Bronze Star and Purple 
Heart for his bravery. 

In honor of Staff Sgt. Morgan Kennon and 
the brave members of the 101st Airborne, I 
would like to submit for the RECORD letters 
Staff. Sgt. Kennon wrote to his sister Nicole 
Crawford in Memphis, as well as two articles 
from the Memphis Commercial Appeal. 

Amidst the ‘‘devastation of war,’’ the clarity 
with which Staff. Sgt. Kennon expresses him-
self makes all of us proud. These letters help 
us better understand the trials endured by our 
soldiers and the courage they demonstrate 
each day. I would urge my colleagues to read 
Staff. Sgt. Kennon’s letters and join me in pay-
ing tribute to this exceptional young man and 
all of the heroes of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion.

[From the Memphis Commercial Appeal, 
Nov. 14, 2003] 

LETTERS TO A SISTER 
From the war in Iraq, Staff Sgt. Morgan 

DeShawn Kennon of Memphis sent letters 
home to his sister Nicole Crawford. He often 
spoke of Crawford’s 12-year-old daughter, 
Kayla, and his mother, Paulette Crawford-
Webb. 
April 12, 2003 

‘‘I am in Baghdad now. I don’t know where 
I may be when you read this but I will prob-
ably still be here. It’s been very different 
here, Niki. The reason for the war, or the ul-
terior motives that the government may 
have, regardless of all of those things, the 
one true thing I can say is that these people 
were very oppressed and impoverished under 
the rule of Saddam. 

‘‘The welcome we’ve received in the cities 
and especially when we got here was unbe-
lievable and overwhelming. The people here 
have even been giving us information about 
the enemy and the bad guys. Right now, we 
are occupying a school, that is where we are 
operating from. 

‘‘We have been staying in abandoned build-
ings and schools since we came into Iraq. 

This particular one is in the ghetto of Iraq; 
something like the projects. But the friendly 
neighborhood closeness makes it peaceful, 
there are some bad guys that live near (here) 
that the people told us about, but we’ve been 
sniffing them out and they’ve been scat-
tering. 

‘‘I have seen a whole lot more and more 
each day. Every since the city collapsed 
there has been a lot of looting. On our way 
to Baghdad we saw kids, women covered up, 
men, everybody toting furniture, rolling 
tires, dragging refrigerators across the 
street. And the children, they are the most 
friendly and beautiful of all. 

‘‘It’s still not too safe for comfort but for-
tunately the Good Lord has been with us so 
far. I have kicked in a lot of doors, been shot 
at by snipers. I haven’t killed anyone but 
we’ve captured a lot of people and seized a 
whole lot of weapons and stuff. I have seen 
firsthand the devastation of war and I realize 
that in war, someone always suffers, in this 
case, a lot of people. But I will say that this 
whole campaign has been very surgical and 
precise in not killing a lot of people (inno-
cent). I will just be happy to get back home, 
safe and soon. I have been hearing rumors 
that we may be coming back soon and being 
relieved by another unit but when I get de-
tails, I’ll let you know. . . . 

‘‘Just keep your head up and be thankful 
everyday that all of us are waking up and 
loving each other. I saw a man shot over 
here and it really let me know how quick 
and unsuspecting our days can come to an 
end. So keep going 90 miles per hour with 
your life and know that your brother loves 
you, respects you and is proud and honored 
to have you as a sister. . . . 

‘‘How is everybody? Tell all of your friends 
that I said ‘hi’ and testify to the church that 
I am very thankful for their prayers. The 
presence of the Lord is undeniable and obvi-
ous.’’
April 20, 2003

‘‘How is my favorite sister? Fine I 
hope. . . . I am so happy to hear and feel the 
effort that you are putting into your life. I’m 
proud of you and hope you can continue to 
take good care because you know that no 
matter how much hardship or struggle I feel 
or go through, I’m fine as long as I know 
that you and mom and Kayla are OK. 

‘‘By the time you get this I will be in 
Northern Iraq near the Turkey border. . . . 
And once again thank you for taking care of 
my bills. I told you in the last letter that I 
might be coming home soon. Well, don’t 
count on that; no one seems to know any-
thing. I’ll keep you updated.’’ 
April 26, 2003

‘‘I’m still up north but we’ve relocated. We 
now operate and live in a post office. Can 
you believe that? It’s not that bad though. 
There’s electricity and running water here, 
which is a huge improvement over some of 
the places we’ve had to live in. . . . I can 
speak a little Arabic now (smiley face). The 
people here are not as dangerous and the 
threat level is not as high as it was in Bagh-
dad and the other previous cities but we still 
have to stay on our toes even though the war 
is ‘‘officially’’ over there are still a lot of 
rebel forces and fanatics and loyalists of 
Saddam and the party regime. . . . 

‘‘So how’s the family? I still pray for ev-
erybody every single day. I don’t know when 
I will be back but I’ve heard everything from 
June to September. . . . 

‘‘When I know that you all are comfortable 
and OK, I can deal with being uncomfortable. 
Y’all’s convenience means a whole lot to me. 
Well, enough about that. I realize that God 
will continue to operate and provide for us 
(in his sometimes ‘‘weird’’ way) as he has 
been so I won’t worry about it. He will make 
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