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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington) (during the
vote). Members are advised that 2 min-
utes remain in this vote.
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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the Senate bill, as amended, was
passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 25, 2003

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | move
that when the House adjourns this leg-
islative day, it adjourn to meet at noon
on Tuesday, November 25, 2003.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DELAY).

The motion was agreed to.

———

APPOINTING DAY FOR THE CON-
VENING OF THE SECOND SES-
SION OF THE 108TH CONGRESS

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | offer a
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 80), and ask
unanimous consent for its immediate
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the joint resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.J. REs. 80

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DAY FOR CONVENING OF SECOND
REGULAR SESSION OF ONE HUN-
DRED EIGHTH CONGRESS.

The second regular session of the One Hun-
dred Eighth Congress shall begin at noon on
Tuesday, January 20, 2004.

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY FOR CALLING SPECIAL SES-
SION BEFORE CONVENING OF SEC-
OND REGULAR SESSION.

If the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives (or the designee of the Speaker) and the
Majority Leader of the Senate (or the des-
ignee of the Majority Leader), acting jointly
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after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House of Representatives and the Mi-
nority Leader of the Senate, determine it is
in the public interest for Congress to assem-
ble during the period between the end of the
first regular session of the One Hundred
Eighth Congress at noon on January 3, 2004,
and the convening of the second regular ses-
sion of the One Hundred Eighth Congress as
provided in section 1—

(1) the Speaker and Majority Leader, or
their respective designees, shall notify the
Members of the House and Senate, respec-
tively, of such determination and of the
place and time for Congress to so assemble;
and

(2) Congress shall assemble in accordance
with that notification.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, was
read a third time, and passed, and a
motion to reconsider was laid on the
table.

———

PROVIDING FOR ADJOURNMENT
SINE DIE AFTER COMPLETION
OF BUSINESS OF FIRST SESSION
OF 108TH CONGRESS

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | offer a
privileged concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 339), and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the concurrent reso-
lution.

The Clerk read as follows:

House CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 339

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Friday,
November 21, 2003, through Friday, Novem-
ber 28, 2003, on a motion offered pursuant to
this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned
until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, 2003, or
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to
section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; that when the House
adjourns on any legislative day from Tues-
day, December 2, 2003, through the remainder
of the first session of the One Hundred
Eighth Congress, on a motion offered pursu-
ant to this concurrent resolution by its Ma-
jority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed sine die, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first;
that when the Senate recesses or adjourns at
the close of business on any day from Friday,
November 21, 2003, through Friday, Novem-
ber 28, 2003, on a motion offered pursuant to
this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it stand recessed or
adjourned until noon on Tuesday, December
2, 2003, or at such other time on that day as
may be specified by its Majority Leader or
his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ, or until the time of any reassembly
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; and that when
the Senate adjourns at the close of business
on any day from Tuesday, December 2, 2003,
through the remainder of the first session of
the One Hundred Eighth Congress, on a mo-
tion offered pursuant to this concurrent res-
olution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned sine die, or until
the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of this concurrent resolution, which-
ever occurs first.
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Sec. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate whenever, in their opinion, the public
interest shall warrant it.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider is laid upon
the table.

———

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY BOARD REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2003

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the Senate bill (S. 579) to re-
authorize the National Transportation
Safety Board, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-
lows:

S. 579

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘National
Transportation Safety Board Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2003”.

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) FISCAL YEARS 2003-2006.—Section 1118(a)
of title 49, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘such sums to’ and insert-
ing the following: *“$73,325,000 for fiscal year
2003, $78,757,000 for fiscal year 2004, $83,011,000
for fiscal year 2005, and $87,539,000 for fiscal
year 2006. Such sums shall’’.

(b) EMERGENCY FUND.—Section 1118(b) of
such title is amended by striking the second
sentence and inserting the following: ““In ad-
dition, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to in-
crease the fund to, and maintain the fund at,
a level not to exceed $3,000,000.".

(c) NTSB AcADEMY.—Section 1118 of such
title is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““(c) ACADEMY.—

““(1) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated to the Board for necessary
expenses of the National Transportation
Safety Board Academy, not otherwise pro-
vided for, $3,347,000 for fiscal year 2003,
$4,896,000 for fiscal year 2004, $4,995,000 for fis-
cal year 2005, and $5,200,000 for fiscal year
2006. Such sums shall remain available until
expended.

““(2) FEES.—The Board may impose and col-
lect such fees as it determines to be appro-
priate for services provided by or through
the Academy.

““(3) RECEIPTS CREDITED AS OFFSETTING COL-
LECTIONS.—Notwithstanding section 3302 of
title 31, any fee collected under this para-
graph—

“(A) shall be credited as offsetting collec-
tions to the account that finances the activi-
ties and services for which the fee is im-
posed;
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““(B) shall be available for expenditure only
to pay the costs of activities and services for
which the fee is imposed; and

““(C) shall remain available until expended.

““(4) REFUNDS.—The Board may refund any
fee paid by mistake or any amount paid in
excess of that required.”’.

(c) REPORT ON ACADEMY OPERATIONS.—The
National Transportation Safety Board shall
transmit an annual report to the Congress on
the activities and operations of the National
Transportation Safety Board Academy.

SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE TO FAMILIES OF PAS-
SENGERS INVOLVED IN AIRCRAFT
ACCIDENTS.

(@) RELINQUISHMENT OF INVESTIGATIVE PRI-
ORITY.—Section 1136 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

““(J) RELINQUISHMENT OF INVESTIGATIVE PRI-
ORITY.—

‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—This section (other
than subsection (g)) shall not apply to an
aircraft accident if the Board has relin-
quished investigative priority under section
1131(a)(2)(B) and the Federal agency to which
the Board relinquished investigative priority
is willing and able to provide assistance to
the victims and families of the passengers
involved in the accident.

““(2) BOARD ASSISTANCE.—If this section
does not apply to an aircraft accident be-
cause the Board has relinquished investiga-
tive priority with respect to the accident,
the Board shall assist, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, the agency to which the Board
has relinquished investigative priority in as-
sisting families with respect to the acci-
dent.”.

(b) REVISION OF MOU.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
the National Transportation Safety Board
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
shall revise their 1977 agreement on the in-
vestigation of accidents to take into account
the amendments made by this section and
shall submit a copy of the revised agreement
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.

SEC. 4. RELIEF FROM CONTRACTING REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR INVESTIGATIONS SERV-
ICES.

Section 1113(b) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Statutes;” in paragraph
(1)(B) and inserting ‘“‘Statutes, and, for inves-
tigations conducted under section 1131, enter
into such agreements or contracts without
regard to any other provision of law requir-
ing competition if necessary to expedite the
investigation;”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) The Board, as a component of its an-
nual report under section 1117, shall include
an enumeration of each contract for $25,000
or more executed under this section during
the preceding calendar year.”.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of S. 579, the National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB) Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2003. The bill is substantially the
same as the NTSB reauthorization passed by
the House on May 15, 2003, by voice vote.
Passage of the Senate bill will enable the bill
to go to the President.

In the last 5 years, NTSB has investigated
8,124 aviation accidents, 166 highway acci-
dents, 24 marine accidents, 41 pipeline/haz-
ardous materials accidents, and 82 railroad
accidents. In addition, the NTSB has issued a
total of 881 safety recommendations: 374
aviation; 188 highway; 24 intermodal; 112 ma-
rine; 51 pipeline; and 132 railroad.
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To maintain its position as the world’'s pre-
eminent investigative agency, it is imperative
that the NTSB has the resources necessary to
handle increasingly complex accident inves-
tigations. The NTSB has recently broken
ground for its new training academy that will
teach state of the art investigative techniques
for transportation accidents. The NTSB now
needs sufficient funding to sustain budget and
personnel for both its Headquarters operations
as well as the academy. Accordingly, S. 579
authorizes increased funding over the next 4
years: $73 million in fiscal year 2003; $79 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2004; $83 million in fiscal
year 2005, and $87.5 million in fiscal year
2006. The bill also authorizes approximately
$5 million per year for the training academy.
This funding is critical to ensure that the Agen-
cy has the necessary resources to hire addi-
tional technical experts as well as to provide
better training for its current workforce.

In 2000, Congress authorized the transfer of
investigative priority from the NTSB to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the
event of an accident caused by an inter-
national criminal act. However, there was no
mechanism for the transfer of family affairs re-
sponsibility. Since the events of September
11th, the NTSB now believes that once the
FBI has been transferred investigative respon-
sibility for an aircraft accident, the family af-
fairs responsibilities should transfer as well. S.
579 provides for the transfer of the family af-
fairs responsibility when investigative authority
has been relinquished in aviation accidents.

S. 579 also addresses another matter of
great import; that is, the DOT’s notoriously
slow response to NTSB'’s safety recommenda-
tions. The bill requires an annual report from
DOT on the regulatory status of safety rec-
ommendations on NTSB’s “most wanted list.”
The bill also requires DOT to report biennially
on NTSB safety recommendations concerning
15-passenger van safety, railroad grade cross-
ing safety, and medical certifications for a
commercial drivers license. These reports will
enable the Committee to keep tabs on the
progress of these very important rec-
ommendations.

Having a well funded, well-trained NTSB
workforce is of the utmost importance for the
American traveling public. | urge my col-
leagues to support this critical piece of legisla-
tion, and | compliment Chairman YOUNG,
Chairman MicA, and Ranking member
DEeFAzio for their efforts.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

————

HOMETOWN HEROES SURVIVORS
BENEFITS ACT OF 2003

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the Senate bill (S. 459) to en-
sure that a public safety officer who
suffers a fatal heart attack or stroke
while on duty shall be presumed to
have died in the line of duty for pur-
poses of public safety officer survivor
benefits, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, | will not
object, but let me thank the leader and
his staff. | want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
his staff; the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS),
and his staff; the subcommittee chair,
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. CoBLE), and his staff; the ranking
member, the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ScoTT), and his staff; and my staff
for all their hard work; the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. WELDON); and
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HoOYER) and others because this bill is
an important piece of legislation.

It provides for our first responders
and their families a bit of security.
There is a gap in the law where cur-
rently if they die of a heart attack or
stroke doing their duties, their fami-
lies would not get benefits. This is a bi-
partisan piece of legislation. Over 283
Members of this body have signed it.
Let me thank the leader. | appreciate
his help and the help of others in get-
ting this to the floor.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, cur-
rent law provides $267,494 to the survivors of
public safety officers such as police officers,
firefighters and rescue squad officers who die
“as the direct and proximate result of a per-
sonal injury sustained in the line of duty”. S.
459, the “Hometown Heroes Survivor Benefits
Act of 2003"”, as introduced would provide that
if a public safety officer dies as the direct and
proximate result of a heart attack or stroke
suffered while on duty or within 24 hours after
participating in a training exercise or respond-
ing to an emergency situation, that officer shall
be presumed to have died as the direct and
proximate result of a personal injury sustained
in the line of duty for purposes of that officer's
survivors receiving a $267,494 death benefit.

The intent of the legislation was to cover of-
ficers who suffered a heart attack or stroke as
a result of nonroutine stressful or strenuous
physical activity; however, testimony at the
hearing indicated that the legislation as drafted
was overboard. Witnesses testified that the
legislation as drafted would undermine the
purpose of the Public Safety Officer Benefits
program, which was intended to provide a
benefit to heroes who gave their lives in the
line of duty for their communities. As drafted,
it would cover officers who did not engage in
any physical activity but merely happened to
suffer a heart attack at work.

A substitute amendment was introduced to
address these concerns. The substitute
amendment would create a presumption that
an officer who died as a direct and proximate
result of a heart attack or stroke died as a di-
rect and proximate result of a personal injury
sustained in the line of duty if: (1) that officer
participated in a training exercise that involved
nonroutine stressful or strenuous physical ac-
tivity or responded to a situation and such par-
ticipation or response involved nonroutine
stressful or strenuous physical law enforce-
ment, hazardous material response, emer-
gency medical services, prison security, fire
suppression, rescue, disaster relief or other
emergency response activity; (2) that officer
suffered a heart attack or stroke while engag-
ing or within 24 hours of engaging in that
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