November 21, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURGESS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill, S. 1156.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

A FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Monahan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agreed to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2417) “An Act to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2004 for intelligence and intelligence-
related activities of the United States
Government, the Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other pur-
poses.”

——

SUPPORTING NATIONAL MARROW
DONOR PROGRAM AND OTHER
BONE MARROW DONOR PRO-
GRAMS

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 206) supporting the National
Marrow Donor Program and other bone
marrow donor programs and encour-
aging Americans to learn about the im-
portance of bone marrow donation.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 206

Whereas up to 30,000 people each year are
diagnosed with leukemia or other blood dis-
eases and approximately 20,000 will not find
a marrow donor match within their family
and must rely upon strangers;

Whereas diseases such as leukemia, aplas-
tic anemia, and defective immune systems
can lead to a rapid deterioration in an indi-
vidual’s health and ultimately the individ-
ual’s death if potential marrow donors are
not identified;

Whereas volunteers in donor programs pro-
vide a life-saving service to those that are
afflicted with leukemia or other blood dis-
eases;

Whereas since the founding of the National
Marrow Donor Program in 1986, it has facili-
tated more than 15,000 unrelated transplants
for patients with leukemia or other blood
diseases;

Whereas the National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram provides potential donors with infor-
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mation on how to become a bone marrow
donor;

Whereas the National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram has a worldwide reach and a large data-
base of potential donors;

Whereas the National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram currently facilitates more than 160
transplants each month; and

Whereas the National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram makes a positive impact on the lives of
thousands of Americans: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the Na-
tional Marrow Donor Program and other
bone marrow donor programs; and

(2) encourages all Americans to learn
about the importance of bone marrow dona-
tion and to discuss such donation with their
families and friends.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Sim-
MONS). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) and
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and to insert extraneous ma-
terial on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the
House is considering House Concurrent
Resolution 206 introduced by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) to
recognize the important work that the
National Marrow Donor Program and
other bone marrow donor programs do
to save lives.

Bone marrow transplants are often
one of the last options available to pa-
tients struggling to fight debilitating
and often terminal illnesses. Unfortu-
nately, finding a bone marrow match is
very difficult. In fact, every year near-
ly two-thirds of patients in need of a
bone marrow transplant will not find a
marrow donor match within their fam-
ily and, therefore, must rely on the
help of strangers.

Each month the National Bone Mar-
row Registry coordinates more than 150
transplants. With a diverse registry of
more than 4 million potential bone
marrow and cord blood donors, the Na-
tional Bone Marrow Registry offers
hope to thousands of patients. Just last
month, the House approved H.R. 3034,
the National Bone Marrow Donor Reg-
istry Reauthorization Act, to reauthor-
ize the national bone marrow registry
for an additional 5-year period.

Since 1986, the National Bone Marrow
Donor Program has facilitated more
than 15,000 transplants for patients. |
hope the Senate will join us soon in ex-
tending this program to guarantee that
thousands more will benefit. This reso-
lution will raise awareness about the

H12157

bone marrow donor programs, and will
encourage more Americans to donate,
and | urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution today.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as |1 may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) for
raising awareness regarding the impor-
tance of bone marrow donation. There
are at least 20,000 Americans today who
need a bone marrow transplant but
cannot find a compatible donor within
their own family.

National Marrow Awareness Month is
a vehicle for encouraging more people
to join the bone marrow registry, a
noble goal, and it is right that Con-
gress acknowledge the importance of
this month.

But, Mr. Speaker, the timing is un-
fortunate. The Republican majority
today is giving this body fewer than 24
hours to consider legislation which will
have a dramatic impact on the finan-
cial security of 39 million retirees and
disabled Americans, as well as their
families. This bill takes $400 billion out
of taxpayers’ pockets and puts much of
that money in the pockets of the drug
industry and the insurance industry,
the two industries that sat in back
rooms with Republican leaders and
wrote this bill. Every American has a
stake in the outcome of this. Less than
24 hours to review, debate and vote on
an 1,100-page bill that erects a brand
new private insurance system for
stand-alone drug coverage which re-
places tried and true Medicare. The bill
features such a meager drug benefit
that seniors will still be unable to af-
ford the medicines they need, a bill
that creates a fast-track process to ex-
pedite reductions in Medicare benefits,
a bill that makes different seniors pay
different premiums for the exact same
coverage, and a bill that launches a
private insurance experiment,
privatizing Medicare, forcing millions
of seniors in this country to pay more
or join an HMO. We received that bill
yesterday, that 1,100-page Medicare
bill, and are being forced to vote on
that bill today.

With all due respect, | support this
Burgess legislation and applaud the
gentleman’s efforts, but we need every
minute we can get to try to get a han-
dle on just how dramatically this Medi-
care privatization bill will turn our
world upside down.

Mr. Speaker, we all know what is
going to happen tonight. We have seen
this same scenario play out month
after month this year. In April, it
started where in the middle of the
night Congress passed contentious, im-
portant tax legislation by a handful of
votes. Every single month during the
summer, Congress voted on important,
controversial legislation: Head Start,
budget reconciliation, the tax cut,
Medicare, last year the trade pro-
motion bill authority, always between
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