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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. FOLEY) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. FOLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Mr. 

Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles:

H.R. 23. An act to amend the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 to au-
thorize communities to use community de-
velopment block grant funds for construc-
tion of tornado-safe shelters in manufac-
tured home parks. 

H.R. 2744. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 514 17th Street in Moline, Illinois, as the 
‘‘David Bybee Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3175. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2650 Cleveland Avenue, NW in Canton, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Richard D. Watkins Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3379. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3210 East 10th Street in Bloomington, In-
diana, as the ‘‘Francis X. McCloskey Post Of-
fice Building‘‘.

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title:

H.R. 2765. An act making appropriations 
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole 
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2004, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (H.R. 2765) ‘‘An Act making ap-
propriations for the government of the 
District of Columbia and other activi-
ties chargeable in whole or in part 
against the revenues of said District 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2004, and for other purposes,’’ requests 
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. DEWINE, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. STE-
VENS, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. DURBIN, and 
Mr. INOUYE, to be the conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title:

H.R. 2861. An act making appropriations 
for the Departments of Veterans Affairs and 
Housing and Urban Development, and for 
sundry independent agencies, boards, com-
missions, corporations, and offices for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2004, and for 
other purposes.

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 

the bill (H.R. 2861) ‘‘An Act making ap-
propriations for the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and 
Urban Development, and for sundry 
independent agencies, boards, commis-
sions, corporations, and offices for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2004, 
and for other purposes,’’ requests a 
conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. BOND, Mr. BURNS, 
Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. DOMENICI, 
Mr. DEWINE, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. STE-
VENS, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
HARKIN, Mr. BYRD, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
REID, and Mr. INOUYE, to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested:

S. 189. An act to authorize appropriations 
for nanoscience, nano-engineering, and 
nanotechnology research, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the 
Senate agreed to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2754) ‘‘An Act making appropriations 
for energy and water development for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2004, and for other purposes.’’

f 

WELCOMING RABBI DR. ARI 
KORENBLIT 

(Mr. WEINER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the House of Representatives, it is 
my pleasure to welcome Rabbi 
Korenblit and thank him for delivering 
this morning’s prayer. 

Rabbi Korenblit’s eloquence this 
morning was no surprise to those of us 
in Brooklyn who have come to know 
him as one of the community’s most 
prominent moral leaders. Since 1997, he 
has been the Rabbi at Temple Sholom 
in Southern Brooklyn, after having 
served congregations in New Jersey 
and Manhattan. 

Rabbi Korenblit was ordained at 
Meor Hatorah Rabbinical College and 
received advanced rabbinical training 
at Torah Vodaath Rabbinical Institute, 
Boston Kolel and Gur Aryeh Institute 
for Advanced Rabbinical Studies. 

What has most distinguished the 
Rabbi’s career is his commitment to 
children, which is matched only by his 
commitment to his faith. He is not 
only the Rabbi at Temple Sholom, but 
he is the principal of the Schwartz Re-
ligious School at the Temple. And he 
spent many years as not only a prin-
cipal but as a school teacher, camp di-
rector and youth group director. He has 
also written and lectured extensively 
on educational issues, with a focus on 
child rearing matters. Untold numbers 
of young people in our community have 
grown up to lead healthy spiritual lives 
because of the influence of Rabbi 

Korenblit, and I can think of no great-
er contribution one can make to his 
community. 

I am not only pleased to congratulate 
Rabbi Korenblit on the honor of being 
chosen to deliver this morning’s pray-
er, but I wanted to congratulate his 
shul, Temple Sholom, on their 50th an-
niversary. For more than a generation, 
Temple Sholom has served the reli-
gious and social needs of the Mill Basin 
and Bergen Beach communities, and I 
wish them many more decades of con-
tinued vitality. 

In closing, it is also my pleasure to 
welcome this day the Rabbi’s wife, 
Daniela Reik, who is with us today, his 
three daughters, Haviva, Eliora, 
Emuna, and his mother-in-law, 
Mignon. 

Thank you very much, Rabbi. 
f 

SUPPORT THE MEDICARE 
MODERNIZATION BILL 

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, what 
should be a celebratory week for Amer-
ica’s seniors is turning into a partisan 
fight. In memory of my grandmother, I 
come to the floor today urging my col-
leagues to come together on this im-
portant change in Medicare to provide 
prescription drugs for the first time in 
our Nation’s history for our seniors. 

Let me ask our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, in the memory 
of Claude Pepper, Franklin Roosevelt 
and others who cared so deeply for sen-
iors, to put aside your partisan dif-
ferences and walk with us in improving 
the most important fundamental 
health care program for seniors in our 
Nation’s history. Discount drug cards, 
lower prices for prescription drugs, 
availability for new technology to help 
those who are ailing, preventive health 
care, diagnostic screening for cardio-
vascular disease and diabetes. This is a 
tremendously important bill for our 
Nation’s seniors. Let us not fight about 
it. Let us move forward. 

AARP supports this bill. Yet the 
Democratic leadership is urging Mem-
bers that if they vote for it, they 
should leave the caucus. One Member 
from California is actually resigning 
from AARP because she is so upset 
with their endorsement of the bill. 
AARP has long been known as the gold 
standard for keeping and caring for 
America’s seniors. Let us not put their 
vision outside this building. Let us 
bring it in. Let us debate this bill but 
in behalf of millions of American sen-
iors, let us pass this important land-
mark legislation this week before we 
go home.

f 

ESTABLISHING ARABIA MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA 

(Ms. MAJETTE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Ms. MAJETTE. Mr. Speaker, yester-

day the House of Representatives 
unanimously passed H.R. 280, which in-
cludes H.R. 1618, establishing the Ara-
bia Mountain National Heritage Area. I 
thank the Committee on Resources and 
each of the cosponsors from Georgia for 
their hard work in passing this bill. 
This has been truly a bipartisan effort, 
with five Democrats and five Repub-
lican cosponsors. I would like to par-
ticularly thank the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LINDER) for his leader-
ship. 

The Arabia Mountain legislation will 
protect the natural, cultural and his-
torical resources of Georgia’s granite 
outcroppings and will preserve the 
wonders that Arabia Mountain has to 
offer. The heritage area is a living his-
tory lesson, illustrating 7,000 years of 
human interaction with a unique land-
scape. Despite its proximity to At-
lanta, it includes Panola Mountain, 
which is pristine land untouched by de-
velopment, unique granite 
outcroppings that are more than 400 
million years old, and endangered 
mosses and lichens that top Arabia 
Mountain itself. 

Beyond the natural beauty is a rich 
cultural history that began when Na-
tive Americans quarried these soap-
stone and granite outcroppings more 
than 5,000 years ago. By connecting the 
heritage area’s natural, cultural and 
historical resources through rivers, 
greenways and parks, this region will 
rapidly become a popular recreation 
area for Georgians and all Americans. 

I thank my colleagues for recog-
nizing the importance of the Arabia 
Mountain National Heritage Area and 
for passing H.R. 280. 

f 

AMERICAN DIABETES MONTH 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, November is American Diabe-
tes Month, and it is important that 
communities throughout our Nation 
participate in spreading awareness of 
the facts about the disease. Diabetes is 
a very serious health problem in Amer-
ica, as two out of three people who suf-
fer from diabetes will die of heart dis-
ease or stroke. Diabetes also leads to 
other complications, including blind-
ness, high blood pressure, kidney dis-
ease, nervous system disease, amputa-
tions, dental disease, problems in preg-
nancy and other health risks. 

This touches almost every family in 
every part of America. According to 
the American Diabetes Association, 13 
million people have been diagnosed 
with the disease and an additional 5.2 
million have been estimated to be un-
aware that they are living with the dis-
ease. As for my home State of South 
Carolina, we have the second highest 
rate of diabetes in the Nation. Also 
alarming is that 90 to 95 percent of dia-
betes cases are developed later in life, 

but Americans can reduce their risk by 
eating properly and maintaining reg-
ular exercise. 

I urge everyone to get the facts about 
diabetes during November, American 
Diabetes Month. In conclusion, God 
bless our troops.

f 

VOTE AGAINST MEDICARE 
MODERNIZATION BILL 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, we have 
before us not a simple prescription 
drug benefit for seniors which they 
need and which is long overdue, not 
just a complicated, convoluted, expen-
sive and inadequate benefit for seniors, 
it is the pharmaceutical promotion and 
profits protection act. It prohibits any 
mandated, or even negotiated reduc-
tions in the extortionate price of phar-
maceuticals. Yes, it would outlaw the 
Federal Government negotiating for 
price reductions on behalf of Medicare 
beneficiaries. It will block seniors who 
are seeking to import less expensive 
U.S. manufactured drugs from Canada. 
It provides a $20 billion subsidy to the 
private insurance industry to under-
mine Medicare. It is a cruel hoax tar-
geted on the most vulnerable among 
us. It is not, as the gentleman from 
Florida said, bipartisan. 

I knew Claude Pepper. I served with 
Claude Pepper. And FDR, I did not 
know him, but I know that he passed 
Social Security without a single Re-
publican vote. And LBJ passed Medi-
care without support on that side. Now 
suddenly in defense of the pharma-
ceutical industry and the private insur-
ance industry, they want to attack 
Medicare but pretend they are doing 
this for the good of seniors. 

f 

AT&T WIRELESS ANNOUNCES 
LAYOFFS 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Today in the Wall 
Street Journal, AT&T Wireless an-
nounced that they are going to lay off 
nearly 10 percent of their workforce, 
3,000 employees, and outsource hun-
dreds of other jobs to India. These 3,000 
employees will be added to the 9 mil-
lion Americans who already cannot 
find work and the 2 million Americans 
who are defined as long-term unem-
ployed Americans. This economy, al-
though growing, is stalled. As Goldman 
Sachs recently described, it is not a 
jobless economy, it is a job-loss recov-
ery. As we have reached record con-
sumer debt and bankruptcy, long-term 
record unemployment, adding addi-
tional employees today by the an-
nouncement of AT&T Wireless to lay 
off 3,000 employees, this economy is not 
working for middle-class Americans. 

There are some in this Chamber who 
like to spike the ball on the 40-yard 
line and declare the mission accom-

plished as it relates to the economy. 
This economy is not working for mid-
dle-class families who find health care 
costs skyrocketing out of control, col-
lege costs skyrocketing out of control, 
their job in a tenuous position, and 
their bankruptcy and consumer debt 
rising faster than they can meet the 
demands of their family. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise and ask that 
Members of this Chamber focus on the 
needs of middle-class families and get 
the economy moving by producing jobs. 

f 

WAR IN IRAQ COUNTER-
PRODUCTIVE TO WINNING WAR 
ON TERROR 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the war 
in Iraq has proven to be counter-
productive to our goals in winning the 
war on terror. It has produced an in-
crease in anti-American sentiment all 
over the world, an increased presence 
of al Qaeda inside Iraq, and a greater 
instability in the region. Every day 
that we are inside Iraq, the situation 
gets progressively worse as evidenced 
by the frequent and more sophisticated 
attacks on our troops. As a result of 
the escalating terrorist attacks upon 
our troops, more Americans have died 
after the end of combat was announced 
on May 1. The U.S. occupation of Iraq 
is counterproductive as it is a contrib-
uting cause for instability. We simply 
cannot help the people of Iraq by con-
tinuing this occupation, nor can we 
tolerate talk of a draft to sustain an 
occupation. 

That is why we need to get the U.S. 
out and the United Nations in. 

f 

MEDICARE MARKET BASKET 
UPDATE FOR HOSPITALS 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the market basket 
update to hospitals provided for in the 
House-Senate Medicare agreement. 
This legislation will supply a full up-
date for hospitals that submit data for 
a set of 10 quality indicators.

b 1015 

Those hospitals that do not submit 
data would receive updates of 0.4 per-
cent less than the market basket level. 

It is imperative that our hospitals 
and especially, Mr. Speaker, our rural 
hospitals receive this full update in 
order to ensure that they maintain the 
ability to provide needed goods and 
services. 

I stressed the importance of this 
issue by offering a letter to the Medi-
care conferees urging them to reject 
the proposed market basket reduction 
to hospitals and ensure that the final 
Medicare legislation delivers unfet-
tered improvements for rural health 
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