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Memorial Day, Veterans’ Day, and Columbus 
Day, were all rearranged and moved to dif-
ferent days. Most states refused to obey, how-
ever, and continued to recognize these holi-
days on their original days. The first Veterans’ 
Day under this new law did not fall on Novem-
ber 11th as it previously had, but on October 
25th. 

Realizing the importance of these holidays, 
especially Veterans’ Day, President Gerald 
Ford signed Public Law 94–97 on September 
20, 1975. This law reversed the Uniforms Holi-
day law and moved Veterans’ Day back to its 
original date of November 11, starting in 1978. 

With the change back to November 11th, 
the history and honor of the holiday remains 
intact and the memory of those that fought 
and died in service of the United States in all-
major conflicts is preserved forever. Regard-
less of the day, Veterans’ Day continues to re-
main one of the most respected and honored 
holidays of the year and always inspires the 
nation to reflect. Today, there are many orga-
nizations that sponsor a year-round tribute to 
veterans, such as the American Legion and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. On Veterans’ 
Day, these groups raise money for charities in 
memory and honor of the wounded men and 
women who have returned from war. 

As we speak, the United States and indeed 
the world are again at war. The war on ter-
rorism reaches all corners of the globe and is 
in no way uniquely American. The men and 
women who bravely fight for freedom in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and all other countries where 
freedom is opposed, deserve equal praise as 
those who fought before them. 

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, November 11, 
2004, I, along with millions of fellow Ameri-
cans, will proudly honor those men and 
women who have fought, and continue to 
fight, for our freedom. Our veterans made the 
ultimate sacrifice by placing themselves in 
harms way when they served our country to 
protect the liberty all humankind deserves. 
May God bless our veterans and may He con-
tinue to bless America.
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Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I join 
my colleagues in support of the principle of 
open conference committee meetings that are 
bipartisan as well as bicameral, as required in 
H.R. 1904. It is past time that this body return 
to the basic principles of democracy in its own 
practices. 

Yesterday, I had the privilege of leading the 
entire bipartisan House delegation from Cali-
fornia and many members from other states in 
honoring those firefighters and other public 
servants who worked so heroically to fight the 
devastating wildfires which we have just expe-
rienced in Southern California. That was the 
time to focus solely on the celebration of 
human courage and sacrifice. 

Today, it is time to come together to find the 
best possible legislation that will finally focus 
on how to protect our urban environments 

from wildfires—whether they are frequent sea-
sonal fires or the massive, historically destruc-
tive fire we suffered last week. 

First, it is important for everyone to be clear 
that the Cedar fire in San Diego County was 
initially and primarily fueled by the chaparral 
which covers the mesas and foothills of South-
ern California. Later, it also moved into our na-
tional forest lands, where many of the trees 
had been affected by the beetle infestation. 

As I toured the Cedar Fire area in San 
Diego by helicopter, it was stunning to realize 
the speed with which the firestorm driven by 
the Santa Ana winds overtook hundreds of 
thousands of acres of our open lands, much of 
which are public not private lands. 

This fire was not about environmental laws 
preventing logging that would have prevented 
this fire. It was not about lack of roads that 
hindered fighting the fires. 

It was about the failure to prevent the build-
up of fuel by using authorized funding for re-
moval of hazardous material which is adjacent 
to urban areas and the failure of the federal 
government to supply funds to deal with the 
pest infestations in these forests, as the Gov-
ernor requested last spring and FEMA de-
clined to do. 

While it may or may not be possible to find 
the best legislation and also meet the deadline 
included in this bill, there are several basic 
principles that must be in the final conference 
bill. Many of them are found in the bill just 
passed by the Senate. 

First, we must prioritize the protection for 
urban areas. 

Second, there must be significant money 
authorized for this purpose. While there may 
be authorization in other bills for ‘‘such sums’’ 
as may be necessary to address hazardous 
fuel reduction, we in Congress have inad-
equately appropriated these funds because 
they are not specified. 

Instead, the funds which have been allo-
cated for treatment and prevention have been 
required to fight the fires that result from inad-
equate protection. Real funding must be clear-
ly identified and available to begin the needed 
protection. It must not be based solely on the 
sale of logged trees because so much of our 
land needing fuel reduction is covered with 
chaparral, which has no logging value. We 
must also be sure that this legislation will con-
tinue to protect old growth timber. 

I believe that the members of the commit-
tees going to conference can and will be able 
to fashion a conference report that can be a 
model for returning this Congress to open, bi-
partisan, bicameral conferences that reach ap-
propriate, compromise legislation. I look for-
ward to this result.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to one of Nashville, Ten-
nessee’s most beloved citizens. Through 
many years of public service, he is building a 
legacy of selfless devotion to his state, his 
home city and his state senate district. 

Senator Douglas Henry is being honored 
this weekend by the Friends of Radnor Lake 

for his three decades of commitment to con-
servation issues. In 1973, Senator Henry 
worked tirelessly to be certain that Radnor 
Lake was named Tennessee’s first state nat-
ural area. He has continued to work to protect 
the lake and the funding necessary to support 
the protection of the natural area. 

Senator Douglas Henry could be honored 
on this floor for any number of reasons. He 
has chaired the Finance committee of the 
Tennessee senate for many years, he is a 
staunch supporter for the rights of women and 
children and has a deep interest in public pol-
icy affecting them. He has served as chairman 
of the Southern Legislative conference and the 
Council of World Regions, the Law and Jus-
tice Institute in Washington, DC. However, it is 
my pleasure to stand today and honor him, 
not only for these accomplishments but for the 
commitment to preservation and conservation 
that he has to his district and our state.
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Boulder City Lend A Hand and the late 
Ed Andrews, one of Lend A Hand’s most ac-
tive and well-known volunteers. Ed, originally 
from Los Angeles and a leader in the aviation 
industry, joined Boulder City Lend A Hand just 
one year after its founding in 1989, and quick-
ly became Master of Ceremonies for their 
events and a hard-working team member for 
its primary mission, providing assistance to 
Senior Citizens in Boulder City. Ed was fa-
mous for his booming voice, which endeared 
him to all who knew him and quickly earned 
the respect of those who didn’t. 

Sadly, Ed Andrews passed away in March 
of 2003, and is survived by his wife Nita, one 
of the founders of Boulder City Lend A Hand, 
two daughters and three sons, and many 
grandchildren. Ed will be missed by all who 
knew him, especially those whom he served in 
Boulder City. 

Lend A Hand is a program designed to help 
the elderly and chronically ill of Boulder City, 
Nevada remain in their homes by providing a 
variety of services by volunteers. Services in-
clude staying with persons needing assistance 
so that their caregivers can ‘take a break’ for 
rest and relaxation or to attend to personal 
business. Other services available are helping 
individuals by running errands, going shop-
ping, driving to medical appointments or by 
providing companion services in the home. 

I am pleased to be a supporter of Boulder 
City Lend A Hand, and to have had the oppor-
tunity to know Ed. I urge the House to join me 
in remembering Ed Andrews, thanking his wife 
Nita for her service to the community, and 
honoring Boulder City Lend A Hand for its 
commitment to meeting the needs of our sen-
iors.
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