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I believe we would be hard-pressed to find 

someone more dedicated than Ms. Hillman to 
strengthening the voices of all citizens, includ-
ing those who are disabled. I hope that Ms. 
Hillman and the rest of the nominees are con-
firmed by the full Senate before they adjourn 
for the year. 

I urge full funding of the Help American 
Vote Act to ensure that the 2004 elections do 
not repeat the trouble-plagued elections of 
2000. The act of voting for our government 
representatives is a sacred right of all Ameri-
cans. It is our duty, through HAVA, to inspire 
them to use that right. President Lyndon John-
son most succinctly stated this duty as he 
spoke to Congress on March 15, 1965, to im-
plore them to pass the Voting Rights Act of 
1965: ‘‘There is no duty which weighs more 
heavily on us than the duty we have to ensure 
that right (to vote).’’
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK GREEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent from Washington on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 28, 2003, for official business. As a re-
sult, I was not recorded for rollcall votes No. 
569, No. 570, No. 571, No. 572 and No. 573. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall No. 569, ‘‘aye’’ on No. 570 and no 
on rollcalls No. 571, No. 572 and No. 573.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHNNY ISAKSON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, due to an ill-
ness yesterday I was unable to vote for the 
following rollcall votes and I have listed how I 
would have voted on them if I had been 
present. 

Rollcall 569: ‘‘Yes;’’ rollcall 570: ‘‘yes;’’ roll-
call 571: ‘‘no;’’ rollcall 572: ‘‘no;’’ and rollcall 
573: ‘‘no.’’
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, due to my 
participation in an International Relations 
Committee delegation to Iraq, I was unable to 
vote on rollcall 569 to 573. Had I been 
present, I would have voted the following: 

On rollcall vote 569, the rule to recommit 
the Conference Report on H.R. 2115—the 
FAA Reauthorization Act, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote 571, the Marked motion to 
instruct conferees on H.R. 6—the Energy con-
ference report, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote 572, the Woolsey motion to 
instruct conferees on H.R. 1308—the Tax Re-
lief, Simplification and Equity Act, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote 573, the Brown motion to in-
struct conferees on H.R. 1, the Medicare Pre-
scription Drug bill, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote 570, H.R. 2359—the Basic 
Pilot Extension Act of 2003, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’

The Basic Pilot Program currently enables 
participating employers in various industries to 
verify if employees are legally authorized to 
work in the United States. H.R. 2359 goes 
much further than a simple extension of the 
program. 

In fact, this bill would enable states and 
local governments to use the databases to ob-
tain citizenship and immigration status infor-
mation on anyone—citizen or immigrant—for 
any purpose within their purview. This would 
expand the pilot program far beyond the con-
text of employment and close to a national ID 
program with no privacy protections or safe-
guards against abuse by individuals within 
state and local governments. 

This bill would also expand the availability of 
the program from just 6 states to all 50, with-
out first addressing the many privacy and in-
accuracy concerns in the current program. For 
example, the immigration databases used to 
verify work authorization are inaccurate and 
outdated. In some cases, workers with author-
ization have been fired because of incorrect 
data in the system. Moreover, some employ-
ers have inappropriately used the database to 
pre-screen employees, without providing an 
opportunity for the prospective employee to 
challenge the accuracy of the data. 

Additionally, the House Judiciary Committee 
did not hold any hearings or mark-ups on the 
changes contained in H.R. 2359 despite the 
fact that this bill makes significant changes to 
existing law. For these reasons, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on H.R. 2359, the Basic Pilot Ex-
tension Act of 2003. 

I ask for unanimous consent that this be in-
serted into the RECORD.
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION CHARITIES OF 
FORT MEYERS, FLORIDA 

HON. PORTER J. GOSS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 25th Anniversary of the Nations As-
sociation Charities of Fort Myers, Florida. This 
grass roots organization has been successfully 
meeting the needs of the poor and destitute in 
Southwest Florida, and for that we are grate-
ful. 

I have personally supported and followed 
the development of the Nations Association 
since its founding in 1978 by the Reverend 
Doctor Israel Suarez, his wife Ruth, and a 
small group of dedicated citizens. Israel and 
Ruth have unselfishly committed their lives to 
this labor of love, reaching out to the less for-
tunate in our area. They have touched hun-
dreds of people with their kindness and caring, 
and they have inspired countless others to be-
come involved in ministering to the poor. 

The Nations Association provides emer-
gency food, hundreds of hot holiday meals at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas for the homeless, 
free furniture for families in crisis, job place-
ment services, Survival English classes, free 

immigration law services, and recreational ac-
tivities for disadvantaged youth and many 
more services too numerous to name. 

The Nations Association has touched the 
lives of over 11 thousand individuals with only 
a small paid staff and 144 volunteers who pro-
vide over 7000 hours of service annually to 
the community. In 1990 the Association was 
deservedly named the 276th Point of Light by 
President George H. W. Bush. 

After 25 years, the Nations Association is 
going strong—its energies dedicated to mak-
ing a real difference in the lives of hundreds 
of families and individuals everyday. I pay trib-
ute today to the tremendous work of Israel 
and Ruth Suarez and the staff and volunteers 
of the Nations Association. Theirs is a shining 
example of the true American spirit of helping 
others.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE CAPTAIN 
RICHARD C. YEEND, JR. 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of Cap-
tain Richard C. Yeend, Jr. Capt. Yeend was 
serving as the co-pilot of an HH–3E, ‘‘Jolly 
Green Giant’’ helicopter sent to rescue a Ma-
rine pilot when the helicopter was shot down 
over Laos on June 9, 1968. Captain Yeend 
was listed as killed in action/body not recov-
ered until his remains, along with the rest of 
the crew, were identified and returned home in 
September. He was buried September 28, 
2003, thirty-five years after his helicopter was 
shot down. 

Captain Yeend was raised in Mobile, Ala-
bama, as the second of five children. He was 
a member of the Air Force ROTC at Auburn 
University and went on to flight school. After 
flying B–52s for several years, he volunteered 
for helicopter flight school as the Vietnam con-
flict escalated. Captain Yeend was deployed 
to Vietnam in February of 1968. His service to 
our country is evidenced by the awards he 
was awarded posthumously, including the Sil-
ver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross with 
two oak leaf clusters, the Air Medal with four 
oak leaf clusters, and the Purple Heart. 

On October 11, 2003, on what would have 
been his 65th birthday, hundreds gathered at 
the Lower Alabama Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial at Battleship Memorial Park in Mobile to 
pay tribute to Captain Yeend, a man whose 
heroic efforts have not been forgotten. Retired 
Navy Rear Admiral Jeremiah Denton, who 
was a prisoner of war for over seven years 
during Vietnam, was the featured speaker. Ad-
miral Denton praised Captain Yeend for his 
service and the Yeend family for its continued 
devotion to their country throughout their years 
of hardship, waiting while their loved one’s re-
mains were unaccounted for. He praised Cap-
tain Yeend along with all the Vietnam veterans 
in the audience for their service and assured 
everyone that their efforts were appreciated by 
all. 

Captain Richard Yeend was a man whose 
honor and devotion to his family and his coun-
try were seen in his daily acts of courage and 
his willingness to take on heroic acts. A man 
of great character and respect, Captain Yeend 
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