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Sisneros, Cynthia  Crookston,
Meehleis, Amberley Meehleis,
Meehleis, and Ashlee Meehleis.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, | wish to honor
Rick and Michelle Meehleis of Fort Collins,
Colorado. As the founders of the High Country
Cloggers, this extraordinary couple have dedi-
cated themselves to the success of the young
dancers. At its inception, 5 years ago, the
dance group held evening lessons in the
Meehlies family garage.

Rick and Michelle have turned the once
family hobby into a family-run business with
the participation of tremendous dancers
throughout the community. The clogging group
now holds lessons in its own studio and per-
forms around the nation.

In addition to performing in Detroit, over the
past year they have danced in Branson, Mis-
souri; Atlanta, Georgia; and in Oklahoma.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to honor the
High Country Cloggers and the Meehleis be-
fore the Congress today because they are re-
markable examples of dedication, strong fam-
ily values, and achievement.

——————
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Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to Bryant Ranch
School in Yorba Linda, CA, for exceeding the
President’s expectations in fostering a positive
learning environment and building a solid
foundation for our future leaders. The school
recently received the coveted Blue Ribbon dis-
tinction by the U.S. Department of Education.

Bryant Ranch is more than just a school; it's
the pride and joy of a community that comes
together to raise and educate its children. The
school has excellent teachers who go the
extra mile to make a difference in the lives of
their students. It has parents who are willing to
get involved in school activities. It has admin-
istrators who give the teachers the flexibility
and support they need to cater their cur-
riculum to their classroom. And it has students
who understand the importance of learning
and the value of a proper education.

Mr. Speaker, Bryant Ranch has brought all
these elements together to build a first rate
educational institution. President Bush has dis-
tinguished this school as a model for others to
follow, and this Congress should commend
the teachers, parents, administrators and stu-
dents for this accomplishment.

Meghan
Caitlynn
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise before this body of Congress and this na-
tion today to pay tribute to an exceptional
young woman from my district. Vanessa
Lucero of Las Vegas, New Mexico has made
quite a name for herself this month.

Vanessa is a member of the West Las
Vegas High School football team. On October
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12, the 5-foot-1-inch, 103-pound freshman
made history in New Mexico.

Vanessa—a tailback—scored a touchdown
running in for the score from the 1-yard line.
She is believed to be New Mexico’s first high
school female player to score a touchdown in
a game. Her contribution to the team has al-
ready improved the West Las Vegas Dons’
record to 5-2. Amazingly, Vanessa is also on
the wrestling team.

As if this accomplishment were not enough,
during half-time of the same game, Vanessa
was crowned Freshman Princess for home-
coming, still wearing her No. 11 jersey. The
gown she wore to the dance that night was
green and yellow—the Dons’ colors.

Since this wonderful achievement, Vanessa
has received enormous attention from the
New Mexico and national media. In addition to
news stories chronicling her actions, she has
been the subject of glowing newspaper edi-
torials. She was also invited on NBC’'s Today
Show and interviewed by Matt Lauer. This
media interest has not only made Vanessa's
family and friends proud of her, it has brought
favorable attention to our great state.

What has happened in Las Vegas is larger
than just an athletic accomplishment. With
Vanessa's dual victories, she is helping to
break down stereotypes that, unfortunately,
are still common in our country. We should be
happy with all of the progress we have made
providing girls and women with opportunities
previously denied them. However, we must
continue our efforts to promote gender equal-
ity. As Vanessa is fond of saying, “It's only a
guy’s sport until a girl joins.” Indeed.

At a time when far too many American chil-
dren have sedentary lives where they do not
move off the couch, and many are obese, we
must support programs that lead to improved
fitness and health. Adolescent female athletes
are more apt than nonathletes to develop a
positive body image, less likely to become
pregnant, and are less at risk for developing
women’s diseases such as osteoporosis and
breast cancer.

In addition, sports provide a safe and
healthy alternative to drugs, alcohol, and to-
bacco, and to antisocial behavior.

Vanessa, unknowingly, has become a role
model for girls everywhere. | am very proud
that she and her family hail from my congres-
sional district. Both of her accomplishments
have made us so proud.

Mr. Speaker, Vanessa Lucero is a special
young woman and a valued citizen of San
Miguel County and the state of New Mexico.
I am honored to join with my colleagues in
congratulating her for all of her successes.

————
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Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, | regret the con-
gressional schedule keeps me from attending
the deployment ceremony to honor members
of the 41st Brigade. This ceremony marks just
a portion of the honor and debt of gratitude
that our state and our nation owe you for your

E2149

service. We also owe a debt of gratitude to
your family and friends for their understanding,
support, and sacrifice.

The media talks so much of high tech and
secret weapons, but the enduring strength and
real secret behind the military power of the
United States is men and women like you who
have volunteered to serve as the new citizen
soldiers, highly trained and motivated. You
constitute the key to the success of our total
force—a military second to none in the world.
You and the other 8,000 Members of the Or-
egon National Guard continue a long and hon-
ored tradition of service to Oregon’s citizens in
times of disaster, crisis, or strife, while training
and preparing to defend our nation in time of
need.

The mission ahead of you will be both dif-
ficult and dangerous—to bring stability and
order to a ravaged nation in the midst of one
of the most volatile regions on Earth. All
Americans and our allies around the world will
be more safe and secure if this region can be
moved toward peace, but this course is not
easy or certain.

| pledge to do all | can in Congress to en-
sure that you have the best training and
equipment necessary to accomplish your mis-
sion and return home safely. | further pledge
that your service and sacrifice will not be for-
gotten and will be reflected in the treatment
and benefits you and your family receive.

From the bottom of my heart and on behalf
of all the citizens of Oregon’s 4th Congres-
sional District, thank you and Godspeed.

———
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay public tribute to three remarkable
individuals from my home state of Kentucky.
My brother-in law William Gambill, Kermit
Nethercutt, and William Ott, all employees with
the Ashland, Kentucky Water Department,
were involved in a courageous rescue of a
local woman during the heavy rains and flood-
ing that occurred in my state last spring.

On May 5, Mrs. Mary Newmark of Ashland
became stuck in mud and waist-deep water
while clearing a creek near her home. For a
terrifying hour, with creek waters rapidly rising
around her, nobody could hear her desperate
pleas for help. Gratefully, her shouts were
soon detected by three city employees work-
ing on a nearby water line.

The three men responded immediately, fran-
tically searching for Mrs. Newmark in the
dense greenery surrounding the creek. Mrs.
Newmark was finally able to end her ordeal by
tossing a ball, that she'd earlier cleared from
the swollen creek, into the air allowing the
men to locate and assist her.

The joint effort of Mr. Ott, Mr. Gambill, and
Mr. Nethercutt demonstrates a selfless and
admirable devotion to their community. Their
quick action saved a young mother from what
could have been a very serious injury.

On behalf of the citizens of Ashland, | am
honored to recognize William Ott, William
Gambill, and Kermit Nethercutt for their Good
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