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Championships and made her historic
debut at Forest Hills against Louise
Brough, who had just won her third
consecutive Ladies’ Singles Champion-
ship at Wimbledon.

One year later, Ms. Gibson became
the first African-American to compete
at Wimbledon.

Between 1956 and 1958, she dominated
the world of tennis, becoming the first
African-American to win major tour-
naments, including the French Open
singles and doubles, the Italian Open
singles, Wimbledon singles and dou-
bles, and the U.S. Open singles.

She was selected as the Associated
Press Athlete of the Year in 1957 and
again in 1958, the first African-Amer-
ican woman to be so honored.

Despite her success and fame, she en-
countered pernicious segregation
throughout her career. Oftentimes
when she competed at tournaments,
she couldn’t stay at the hotels the
white players used, or join them for
meals at restaurants. But her strength
of character, her poise, and her deter-
mination carried her though such in-
dignities. And she was gracious, too,
writing in her autobiography, ‘I Al-
ways Wanted To Be Somebody’: “‘If 1
made it, it’s half because I was game
enough to take a lot of punishment
along the way and half because there
were a lot of people who cared for me.”

In 1958, Ms. Gibson retired from ama-
teur tennis and began a short-lived ca-
reer in professional basketball for the
Harlem Globtrotters. She also pursued
a professional career in golf, becoming
the first African-American woman on
the Ladies Professional Golf Associa-
tion, LPGA, tour in 1962.

Over the years, Ms. Gibson received
many awards and accolades. Some of
her most esteemed awards were her in-
duction into the National Lawn Tennis
Association Hall of Fame, the Inter-
national Tennis Hall of Fame, the
Black Athletes Hall of Fame, and the
International Sports Hall of Fame.

Just a few weeks ago I was eulogizing
another New Jerseyan who broke the
color barrier, my friend Larry Doby,
who played baseball for the Cleveland
Indians. What Larry Doby and Jackie
Robinson did for baseball, what Jesse
Owens did for track and field, Althea
Gibson did for tennis. She paved the
way for Arthur Ashe, Zina Garrison,
and Venus and Serena Williams.

Althea Gibson could have rested on
her laurels. But her work wasn’t done
when she retired from the world of pro-
fessional sports. She was the New Jer-
sey State Commissioner of Athletics
for 10 years (the first African-American
woman to hold the post) and served on
both the New Jersey State Athletics
Control Board and the Governor’s
Council on Physical Fitness.

The Althea Gibson Foundation, cre-
ated in her honor and based in Newark,
NJ, lives on, helping urban youth de-
velop their tennis and golf skills and
improve their lot in life.

It is clear that the life Ms. Gibson led
has served as an inspiration for Afri-
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can-Americans and all people. While I
am saddened by her death, I am glad
that she graced us with her presence.
Ms. Gibson taught each of us that
“without struggle there can be no
progress.” She struggled, she suc-
ceeded, and we are all better for it.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. BARBARA
LAZARUS

o Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay a special tribute to one of
the true educational leaders of our
time, Dr. Barbara Lazarus, whose con-
tribution to expanding educational ac-
cess for women and people of color has
been immeasurable. It is not often that
a single individual envisions how the
world can be more just, has the talent
to implement that vision, and conveys
the passion that attracts others to the
cause. Dr. Lazarus embodied all of
these attributes and more, working
tirelessly for inclusion and under-
standing.

Dr. Lazarus, an educational anthro-
pologist, served as the associate pro-
vost for academic affairs at Carnegie
Mellon University until her untimely
death this past July. While at Carnegie
Mellon, she became a nationally recog-
nized leader in promoting women in
science and engineering, and she won
Carnegie Mellon’s Doherty Prize, the
university’s highest honor for edu-
cational contributions. Dr. Lazarus
touched the lives of hundreds of stu-
dents and staff through her efforts to
give women and minorities increased
access to nontraditional occupations.
Her commitment to promoting women
and minorities in science and engineer-
ing has had an important impact
throughout American higher edu-
cation, as programs she created to
overcome barriers have been replicated
across the country.

Also concerned with reaching chil-
dren, especially girls, she invented
“Explanatoids,” short lessons explain-
ing the science behind everyday phe-
nomena, from roller coasters to curve
balls. This project, too, is being rep-
licated at playgrounds and other insti-
tutions, including the Smithsonian’s
Air and Space Museum.

Prior to joining Carnegie Mellon, Dr.
Lazarus was the director of the Center
for Women’s Careers at Wellesley Col-
lege where her groundbreaking work
focused on the role of professional
women in a global, multicultural soci-
ety. She became the codirector and the
only non-Asian member of the Asian
Women’s Institute Commission on
Women and Work. In that capacity, she
organized meetings in several Asian
countries that brought together women
scholars, government leaders, and ac-
tivists to address the challenge of mov-
ing Asian women from traditional to
nontraditional roles, particularly in
the workplace.

Throughout her career, Dr. Lazarus
wrote books, articles, and gave hun-
dreds of talks to share her ideas and in-
spire others in this work. She will be
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missed by her family, as well as the
hundreds of friends, faculty, and stu-
dents who were inspired by her counsel.
And she will be missed by all of us for
her significant contributions address-
ing important issues of our time, and

general improvement of our human
condition.e
———
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2003
e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a Dbill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred in Lincoln, RI. On
August 28, 2000, Jesse Ousley, a gay
teenager, was severely beaten by a po-
lice officer using antigay invectives.
Ousley received a bloody nose, two
black eyes, and numerous contusions,
including marks on his neck, allegedly
from the police officer’s attempt to
strangle him.

I Dbelieve that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.®

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
NAAMANS LITTLE LEAGUE

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator BIDEN and myself, I
congratulate Coaches Joe Mascelli,
Bob Waters and H.J. Lopes, and the
Naamans Little League team. Their ac-
complishment of becoming the first
Delaware team to reach the Little
League World Series demonstrates the
success that comes from hard work,
perseverance, dedicated coaching, and
the support of parents and fans.

The Little League World Series, held
during the month of August in Wil-
liamsport, PA, ended a dramatic,
record-breaking season for the
Naamans Little League team. The
Delaware State champions and Mid-At-
lantic regional champions final overall
record through district, state, regional,
and world series play was 14-3. They
finished their world series experience
at 1-2, with a win over Iowa and losses
to Arizona and Texas.

This year, the Mid-Atlantic Regional
championship team consisted of 12
players: Jarad Carney, Kevin
Czachorowski, Scott Dougherty, Cory

Firmani, Constantine Fournaris,
Danny Frate, Michael Julian, Zack
Lopes, Tim Marcin, Dave Mastro,

Vince Russomagno, and Kip Skibicki.
Coach Mascelli said his team gained
a lot from this experience, both on the
field and off the field. One of the high-
lights was the tremendous outpouring
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