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$10 million to finance 100 prison-build-
ing experts; $100 million for 2,000 gar-
bage trucks; $20 million for Afghani-
stan consultants; $850 million for 
health facility construction and med-
ical equipment replacement; and $900 
million to import petroleum products, 
such as kerosene and diesel, to a coun-
try with the world’s second largest oil 
reserves. 

Instead of again coming back and 
dipping into the pockets of working 
Americans and risking veterans bene-
fits for our troops when they return 
home, I support proposals to suspend 
the tax cut for the top 1 percent of in-
come earners to pay for the Bush ad-
ministration’s $87 billion supplemental 
appropriation bill for Iraq. Again, I 
urge Congress to consider my bill, H.R. 
3051, to include support for our troops 
in the supplemental aid package to 
Iraq. Again, my bill provides a $1,500 
bonus to military personnel who serve 
under the Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rine Corps, Coast Guard, National 
Guard and Reserves in a combat zone 
in Iraq or Afghanistan. In the coming 
year, an estimated 150,000 young men 
and women will not see their families. 
They will be deployed overseas in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. A record number of 
Reservists and Guards- men and 
-women will put their private sector 
opportunities and jobs on hold, and 
thousands of children from every part 
of America will pray for their parents’ 
safe return. 

These extraordinary times deserve an 
exemplary measure. I urge my col-
leagues to support my bill, H.R. 3051, to 
provide for our troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and to make it a part of the 
supplemental appropriations bill. Give 
our troops the $1,500 bonus they de-
serve.

f 

REPORT OF WASHINGTON WASTE 
WATCHERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, I am 
delighted to rise tonight and join the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HENSARLING) and the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART) as we 
have established the Washington Waste 
Watchers. Ronald Reagan once defined 
the American taxpayer as somebody 
who works for the Federal Government 
but does not have to take the civil 
service exam. Unfortunately, he was 
far too correct. According to Ameri-
cans for Tax Reform, the average 
American family has to spend 193 days 
working to pay their total cost of gov-
ernment: Federal, State and local taxes 
and the regulatory burden. 130 of those 
193 days are the cost of funding the 
Federal Government. Imagine working 
193 days for the average American. 
That is more than half the year by far. 
It is time that our families were able 
to spend most of their time working for 
their families and themselves and not 

for the Federal Government, the Fed-
eral bureaucracy. 

We are facing a time of a dramati-
cally expanding new deficit. We under-
stand the need on homeland security. 
We understand the aftermath of Sep-
tember 11. We understand the need to 
support our troops over in Iraq. But the 
bottom line is that, here at home, we 
have a lot of spending that is simply 
out of control. The best place to attack 
this spending, in our view, in the Wash-
ington Waste Watchers Caucus, is to go 
after wasteful spending, is to look at 
programs that simply are not being 
well run, are not efficient or are mean-
ingless altogether. There are many, 
many examples of this. Over time, the 
Washington Waste Watchers will be re-
minding not just our constituents but 
we will be reminding people who are 
the stewards of the American tax-
payers in all of the different Federal 
agencies that they do not want to be 
the next group or the next individual 
embarrassed because of what they have 
done on their watch with the taxpayer 
dollars. 

There are lots of examples. I want to 
go through a few tonight. In the Pell 
grant program, for example, if ideally 
run, it helps empower many thousands 
of American men and women get 
through college. An administrator at 
the Beacon Career Institute in my 
home State of Florida, however, de-
frauded the Department of Education 
of nearly $1 million. The administrator 
submitted false documents to justify 
the disbursement of $720,000 in im-
proper Pell grants. This money could 
have been used to pay for some 600 Pell 
grants when combined with the other 
$2.4 million in fraud. The Department 
of Education estimates that in the year 
2001, some $336 million in Pell grants 
were improperly disbursed, given to the 
wrong people. That is wrong. Unfortu-
nately, some of our friends in the 
Democratic Party still want to raise 
your taxes. 

If you look at the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, for example, there is a lot of 
fraud that is denying legitimate Indian 
needs out there in America. In New 
Mexico, for example, a Bureau of In-
dian Affairs bookkeeper embezzled 
$66,000 of Federal money intended for 
the Wingate High School. Also in Ari-
zona, the neighboring State, two Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs bureaucrats 
skimmed over $60,000 intended for In-
dian education programs. Again, a lot 
of our Democratic colleagues still want 
to raise your taxes. 

In the Virgin Islands, if you look at 
the Office of Insular Affairs, in the Vir-
gin Islands the Department of Health 
failed to effectively administer grants 
that total over $30.5 million. Errors in-
cluded failure to engage in competitive 
bidding, improper land acquisition, un-
documented cost claims and even the 
failure to complete a health clinic. 
Again, a lot of our Democratic friends 
still want to raise your taxes. 

Finally, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Administration. A lot of my 

colleagues understand in the aftermath 
of tornadoes, wind storms, and the re-
cent hurricane that came up through 
the east coast, we want an emergency 
management agency to help people in 
severe need as they are rebuilding their 
communities. We want to make sure 
that police and fire and fundamental 
services are taken care of. But in re-
sponse to the most recent wind storm, 
do you know what the Federal Emer-
gency Management Administration is 
funding in this part of the world right 
outside of the Capitol here? Free stress 
reduction and personal growth classes 
as a response to the hurricane. They 
ask questions like, does stress make 
you feel unbalanced? Do you some-
times feel sad, depressed or empty? Do 
worrisome thoughts make you feel 
overwhelmed? By the way, if so, 
FEMA, the emergency management ad-
ministration, thinks it has got an an-
swer for you. What does it have? Multi-
cultural initiatives, presenting a series 
that will allow discussion of who we 
are, where we are from, why we are 
here and how we are doing, a Federal 
program supposedly responding to 
emergencies in our States. 

Multicultural town meetings. We 
have future workshops to address the 
issues of diversity, peace and violence 
versus nonviolence. These may be 
worthwhile things, but do you think 
that your tax dollar in the emergency 
management administration should be 
spent on them? Finally, anger manage-
ment programs are being funded with 
your tax dollars in the Federal Emer-
gency Management Administration. 

Lastly, I will tell you that they are 
using your tax dollars, supposedly used 
to respond to emergencies, to do things 
like a yearlong celebration of trees, of 
gardens and other healing places. La-
dies and gentlemen, some of them on 
the Democratic side still want to raise 
your taxes. 

We are going to go after the waste in 
government.

f 

THE SITUATION IN IRAQ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this evening, one of our Republican 
colleagues, a very fine and thoughtful 
gentleman, came to the well here to la-
ment the fact that the dialogue here, 
the discussion in the House, has be-
come somewhat partisan lately. I have 
to agree with him that that is the case. 
He also said that earlier, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, immediately there-
after, there was a sense of unity and 
purpose here, we were united. There is 
no question that that also is true. 
There are legitimate reasons for both 
circumstances. 

After the attack of September 11, of 
course we were united. We were united 
as a country and the Members in this 
House were united purposefully to deal 
with the problems associated with that 
attack.
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