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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, the resolution 
is agreed to, the preamble is agreed to, 
and the motion to reconsider is laid 
upon the table. 

The resolution (S. Res. 224) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we 
mourn the many lives lost 2 years ago 
today, both the victims of terrorist at-
tack and the heroes, the first respond-
ers who rushed to try to save them. In 
various ceremonies around the country 
today people are contemplating once 
again what the war on terrorism in-
volves. 

Mr. President, only two years ago, we 
awoke to the threat that global terror-
ists posed to the security of the Amer-
ican people and, for that matter, free-
dom-loving people around the globe, 
and Americans resolved to fight back 
against these enemies of freedom. 

Our Nation committed to fighting 
terrorism knowing full well it would 
require risks, and sacrifice, and time, 
and, yes, money. We committed to 
fighting terrorism because the terror-
ists had already committed to fighting 
us. 

Fortunately, America does not stand 
alone, because the same terrorists who 
target the United States also plotted 
and carried out attacks against Euro-
pean, Asian, and moderate Arab gov-
ernments who do not share their vio-
lent ideology or rationalized interpre-
tation of Islam. 

We are now only 24 months into a 
global war against terrorism and that 
fact alone is worthy of some reflection. 

For 53 months, between June 1914 and 
November 1919, World War I engulfed 
Europe. More than 110,000 Americans 
lost their lives in defense of global se-
curity. 

For 72 months, between September 
1939 and September 1945, World War II 
raged across the globe, and required 
years of peacekeeping and reconstruc-
tion efforts afterwards. During this 
tragic conflict nearly half a million 
American troops gave their lives not 
only to bring security to America but 
also to liberate millions of innocent 
victims suffering under the jackboot of 
totalitarianism. 

For 37 months, between June 1950 and 
July 1953, American troops battled 
Communist forces on the Korean Pe-
ninsula. American troops remain in 
South Korea today to maintain a some-
times fragile cease-fire and defend a 
democratic ally in a war that has yet 
to end. More than 30,000 Americans 

were killed while defending against 
North Korean and Chinese Communist 
aggression. 

And for nearly 50 years of cold war 
conflict, American troops were de-
ployed to the edges of the Earth in sup-
port of our country’s efforts to protect 
free societies from the threat posed by 
Soviet totalitarianism. During these 
tense and difficult decades of cold war, 
America did not shirk its responsi-
bility to defend its people and the 
rights of all freedom-loving people. Nor 
did American politicians put price tags 
on the defense of democracy and lib-
erty. 

The global war against terrorism re-
quires, like the Cold War, a sustained 
level of commitment by the United 
States that is equal to our moral com-
mitment in all of these previous con-
flicts—perhaps even more so—because 
the terrorists who now confront Amer-
ica do not seek merely territory in a 
far-off land but are dedicated to the de-
struction of the United States and the 
elimination of free societies wherever 
they may exist. We are fighting an 
enemy which seeks weapons of mass 
destruction, not to blackmail democ-
racies but to destroy them. 

Under the leadership of President 
Bush, America has made tremendous 
progress over the last 24 months. We 
have jailed or otherwise dealt with 
nearly two-thirds of al-Qaida’s leader-
ship and have dismantled terrorist 
sleeper cells, severely curtailing al-
Qaida’s ability to plan and carry out 
terrorist attacks. 

We have cooperated with inter-
national police organizations to arrest 
thousands of terrorists throughout the 
world, to freeze terrorist assets, to in-
crease surveillance of terrorist organi-
zations, and to keep terrorists on the 
run. 

We routed al-Qaida from Afghanistan 
and destroyed its many terrorist train-
ing camps. Under the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan, terrorists freely 
plotted the destruction of our cities 
and the mass murder of our citizens, 
while an evil government tortured, 
raped, and killed those who dared to 
oppose its misrule. The Afghan people 
are now building a democratic govern-
ment and terrorists are no longer wel-
come in Afghanistan. 

In addition, we ended the regime of 
Saddam Hussein, a long-time sponsor 
of terrorism and a potential terrorist 
clearinghouse of weapons of mass de-
struction. We liberated nearly 25 mil-
lion Iraqis, who for generations had 
suffered under Hussein’s brutal regime. 
Now we are helping the Iraqis build for 
themselves a multiethnic and mod-
erate democracy in the heart of the 
Middle East. 

All these efforts have helped to pre-
vent another terrorist attack on Amer-
ican soil despite al-Qaida’s unremitting 
desire to carry out such an attack. 

However, despite our successes, more 
challenges lie ahead. The terrorists are 
making a desperate stand in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and we must be firm in 

our resolve to defeat them. As Presi-
dent Bush said to the Nation this very 
week:

The terrorists have a strategic goal. They 
want us to leave Iraq before our work is 
done. They want to shake the will of the civ-
ilized world. In the past, the terrorists have 
the examples of Beirut and of Somalia, 
claiming that if you inflict harm on Ameri-
cans, we will run from the challenge. They 
are mistaken.

For 24 months we have fought to 
keep America safe from terrorists, and 
with Osama bin Laden calling for 
American troops to return home, we 
must not shrink from our responsibil-
ities now. 

We must confront the terrorists 
where they live and train; otherwise, 
they will face us in the streets of our 
cities. We must continue to bring the 
fight to the enemy or surely he will 
bring it to us. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business until the hour of 
11:45 am.

The Senator from Nebraska. 
f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, today is a 
day for remembrance and reflection. 
The attacks of September 11, 2001, af-
fected all Americans as individuals, as 
families, and as a Nation. On that day, 
2 years ago, I told the Omaha World 
Herald: ‘‘America is forever changed.’’ 

We remember today those who died 2 
years ago in New York, at the Pen-
tagon, and in Pennsylvania, as well as 
those who have since lost their lives to 
terrorism in Iraq, Afghanistan, Indo-
nesia, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Jordan, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Yemen, and 
elsewhere. Their sacrifices and service 
should reinforce our commitment to 
defeating this new scourge of mankind. 

History has allowed America no 
quarter from the heavy burdens of 
leadership. The post-cold-war era of the 
1990s now seems like an interlude be-
tween two epoch challenges: the cold 
war and the war on terrorism. Just as 
previous American generations de-
feated Nazi tyranny and contained So-
viet expansion, today’s war on ter-
rorism requires new thinking, commit-
ments, sacrifices, and responsibilities 
by a new generation of Americans. 

Americans can take pride in the 
courage and determination we have 
shown over the last 2 years. Our young 
men and women have participated in 
the liberation of Iraq and Afghanistan 
from brutal tyrannies, and we continue 
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