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I support the nomination of Joshua 

Bolten as OMB Director because I be-
lieve he is a very capable and honor-
able man, with a distinguished record 
both in public service—including serv-
ice as a Senate staffer—and in the pri-
vate sector. I sincerely hope he will 
take to heart the duty of the OMB Di-
rector to be an advocate for fiscal re-
sponsibility—to be willing to present 
the President with the facts where the 
budget is heading even if those facts 
are unpleasant, and to recommend poli-
cies to the President that will put the 
budget back on a sustainable path even 
if those policies may be politically dif-
ficult. 

In a written response to a question 
by the Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee, Mr. Bolten reiterated the posi-
tion of the Bush administration about 
the deficits facing us, stating that: 
‘‘Our current deficit—as measured as a 
percentage of gross domestic product 
(GDP)—is not large by historical stand-
ards and is manageable within the 
overall context of our economy.’’ 

I hope when Mr. Bolten assumes his 
post as head of OMB, he recognizes the 
reality of the budget situation and 
leads the administration to reassess 
that position. That reality is that the 
deficit we are currently facing is enor-
mous by any standard. According to 
CBO, the total deficit will exceed $400 
billion this year, more than $100 billion 
higher than the all-time record deficit 
of $290 billion recorded in 1992. As a 
percentage of GDP, the deficit will be 
about 4 percent, a level that has been 
reached only eight times in the 57 
years since the end of World War II. 
More troubling, when Social Security 
is excluded from the calculation, this 
year’s deficit is likely to total about 
5.5 percent—a level reached only twice 
in the last 57 years. 

I hope Mr. Bolten accepts how seri-
ous the budget situation is and how im-
portant it is that we do not delay be-
ginning to deal with the situation. I 
hope that he will advise the President 
to work with the Congress in a truly 
bipartisan way to reach agreement on 
and enact policies that will put the 
budget back on track. 

f 

COMBATING TORTURE AND 
ASSISTING VICTIMS OF TORTURE 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I rise 
to address the barbaric practices that 
constitute torture as we mark the 
United Nations Day in Support of the 
Victims of Torture. Astonishingly, an 
estimated 500,000 victims of torture 
live in the United States today, includ-
ing many in my home State of Colo-
rado. The United States has provided 
vital leadership in the campaign to 
prevent torture around the world. The 
United States must not equivocate on 
this most basic of human rights. 

While the United States has consist-
ently spoken out forcefully against the 
use of torture around the world, seri-
ous questions have been raised sug-
gesting U.S. complicity in torture as 

part of the war against terrorism. This 
prompted me to join other members of 
the Helsinki Commission in writing to 
the White House recently urging an in-
vestigation of ‘‘serious allegations that 
the United States is using torture, both 
directly and indirectly, during interro-
gations of those suspected of ter-
rorism.’’ Against this backdrop, I urge 
the administration to issue a forth-
right statement on torture. In his 
State of the Union Address, President 
Bush described the horrific forms of 
torture employed by the Hussein re-
gime and concluded, ‘‘If this is not evil, 
then evil has no meaning.’’ Even as ex-
perts document the scope of torture in 
Iraq, there must be no doubt con-
cerning U.S. policy and practice. 

As Cochairman of the Helsinki Com-
mission, I am particularly concerned 
that torture remains a tolerated if not 
promoted practice by come countries, 
even within the membership of the 55- 
nation Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, OSCE. 

In some places, like Uzbekistan, 
members of the political opposition or 
religious minorities are especially like-
ly to be the victims of torture. Trag-
ically, two more people there have 
joined the long list of those who have 
died in custody amid credible allega-
tions of abuse and torture, just weeks 
after the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development hosted a 
prestigious meeting in Tashkent, and 
days after the Secretary of State deter-
mined Uzbekistan is eligible for contin-
ued U.S. assistance. Moreover, the 
shortsighted practice of making mar-
tyrs out of Islamic extremists may 
have exactly the opposite effect the 
government claims to be seeking in its 
efforts to combat terrorism. 

In Georgia, torture and abuse comes 
hand in hand with police corruption. In 
the most recent State Department 
Country Report on human rights in 
Georgia, the Department stated: 
‘‘[s]ecurity forces continued to torture, 
beat, and otherwise abuse detainees. 
. . . NGOs also blamed several deaths 
in custody on physical abuse, torture, 
or inhumane and life-threatening pris-
on conditions.’’ Even President 
Shevardnadze has, in the past, ac-
knowledged the prevalence of abuse 
against detainees and prisoners. I wel-
come a new initiative of the OSCE Mis-
sion in Georgia to combat torture, but 
I would also note that antitorture ini-
tiatives have come and gone in Georgia 
with little to show for it. Without real 
political will, I am afraid this latest 
initiative may end up like the others. 

In Turkey—a country which has been 
given particular attention by the Hel-
sinki Commission—even the doctors 
who treat the victims of torture have 
become targets themselves. Their of-
fices have been raided, records seized, 
and even some doctors have been ar-
rested and tortured. Moreover, the pa-
tients of these doctors, all of whom 
have already suffered at the hands of 
the authorities, have often been re-
arrested, retortured and recharged 

based on their testimonies given to the 
medical authorities. 

As a result of these practices, Turkey 
has been repeatedly sanctioned by the 
European Court of Human Rights. The 
Turkish nongovernmental organiza-
tion, the Human Rights Foundation, 
appears to be making some headway in 
defending these doctors. Last year, 
Turkey’s Grand National Assembly has 
passed significant legislation with se-
vere penalties for those convicted of 
torture. A major effort still needs to be 
made to conform the application of the 
law in the regional courts of Turkey 
with the intent of the parliamentar-
ians. The Helsinki Commission will 
continue to monitor developments in 
Turkey and the implementation of this 
law. 

In the 1999 OSCE Istanbul Charter, 
the participating States committed 
themselves to ‘‘eradicating torture and 
cruel, inhumane or degrading treat-
ment or punishment throughout the 
OSCE area. To this end, we will pro-
mote legislation to provide procedural 
and substantive safeguards and rem-
edies to combat these practices. We 
will assist victims and cooperate with 
relevant international organizations 
and nongovernmental organizations, as 
appropriate.’’ 

Clearly a strategy to confront and 
combat torture must emphasize pre-
vention of torture, prosecution of those 
who commit torture, and assistance for 
the victims of torture. As we mark the 
United Nations Day in Support of the 
Victims of Torture, I note the good 
work being done by the Rocky Moun-
tain Survivors Center, located in Den-
ver. The center is part of a nationwide 
network committed to assisting the 
victims of torture living in the United 
States. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
MICHAEL DEUEL 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I am 
saddened to report the passing of Pri-
vate First Class Michael Deuel of 
Nemo, SD. Pfc. Deuel was killed on 
June 18, 2003, while serving in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. 

Michael moved from his home in 
Cheyenne, WY to attend school at 
Boxelder Job Corps in South Dakota in 
May 2000. His friends and teachers de-
scribed him as an unassuming, yet con-
fident student. Focused and hard work-
ing, Michael was determined to per-
form well in school. He received his 
general education diploma and certifi-
cation from the culinary arts program 
shortly before enlisting in the Army. 
Following service in the military, he 
dreamed of becoming a chef and own-
ing his own restaurant. 

After enlisting in the Army, Michael 
entered airborne school to become an 
Airborne Ranger. He went on to Army 
Ranger School and became a member 
of the Army’s 325th infantry regiment 
of the 82nd Airborne Division, which is 
based in Fort Bragg, NC. 
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On February 13, 2003, he was deployed 

to Iraq. While protecting a propane-dis-
tribution center in Baghdad, he was 
killed by enemy fire. 

The lives of countless people were 
enormously enhanced by Michael’s 
goodwill and service. Although he did 
not live to see his dreams realized, he 
continued to inspire all those who 
knew him. Our Nation and South Da-
kota are far better places because of 
his life, and the best way to honor his 
life is to emulate his commitment to 
our country. 

I join with all South Dakotans in ex-
pressing my sympathies to the family 
of Private First Class Deuel. I know he 
will always be missed, but his service 
to our Nation will never be forgotten. 

f 

NEW HOMESTEAD ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY ACT 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today with great concern. As you are 
aware, President Bush named June Na-
tional Homeownership Month 2003. I 
am proud that our President has seen 
fit to promote an aggressive homeown-
ership campaign, and I support this ad-
ministration’s efforts to see more 
Americans reach the American Dream 
of homeownership. As a member of the 
Finance Committee, I have had the op-
portunity to learn of important ways 
that we can make that a reality. In 
January I introduced the New Home-
stead Economic Opportunity Act, bet-
ter known as the Homeownership Tax 
Credit. This legislation will create a 
single-family housing tax credit for de-
velopers who build in low income areas, 
and allow more Americans to reach 
their dreams of homeownership. It will 
also encourage developers of single 
family units to invest in low income 
areas and improve our communities. 

The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development has stated that 
one of its goals is to allow every cit-
izen—regardless of race, creed, color, or 
place of birth—the opportunity to own 
their own home. To reach this goal, 
there must be affordable homes to pur-
chase. 

In his testimony before the Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Arrairs earlier this month, 
James Rayburn, the Vice President of 
the National Association of Home 
Builders stated that the Homeowner-
ship Tax Credit proposal seeks to close 
the gap in homeownership rates among 
Americans. While 82 percent of house-
holds earning 100 percent or more of 
the national median income now own 
homes, only 53 percent of households 
earning less than the national median 
are homeowners. The homeownership 
rate for families earning 80 percent or 
less of the national median is only 40 
percent to 45 percent. Homeownership 
for whites is 75 percent, while the own-
ership rate for African Americans is 
just below 48 percent and 48 percent for 
Hispanics. 

We can all agree that the quality of 
life in distressed neighborhoods can be 

improved dramatically by increasing 
home ownership. Existing buildings in 
these neighborhoods often need exten-
sive renovation before they can provide 
decent owner-occupied housing. It is 
also difficult for renovations to occur 
because the costs involved exceed the 
prices at which the housing units could 
be sold. Similarly, the costs of new 
construction may exceed its market 
value. Properties sit vacant and neigh-
borhoods remain devastated. The New 
Homestead Economic Opportunity Act 
bridges the gap between development 
costs and market prices and will revi-
talize these areas. 

I would like to see every American 
given the opportunity to succeed at the 
goal of owning their own home. I am 
proud to be the sponsor of this legisla-
tion, and I plan to continue to work to 
see it become law. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting the American 
Dream by supporting S. 198. 

f 

HONORING MAYNARD H. JACKSON, 
JR. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, as 
Atlanta’s first black mayor, Maynard 
Jackson dedicated his career and his 
life to healing the racial inequalities 
that surrounded him and ensuring that 
the city of Atlanta was a thriving, in-
clusive community. 

Working to expand Hartsfield Inter-
national Airport, Maynard fought for 
equal treatment for minority workers 
and businesses. He sought to bring di-
versity to government as well as Atlan-
ta’s business community. Through the 
equality he sought for all racial 
groups, he was able to foster economic 
expansion and growth for Atlanta and 
greater equality for her citizens. 

Working to secure the 1996 Olympics, 
Maynard ensured that Atlanta shined 
for the world and was recognized as a 
city that offered opportunity for every-
one regardless of race or socio-eco-
nomic class. 

Serving as the president of the Na-
tional Conference of Democratic May-
ors and the National Black Caucus of 
Local Elected Officials, he became a 
role model for young African Ameri-
cans hoping to someday make their 
mark on this world and worked tire-
lessly to improve interracial relation-
ships in the South’s largest city. 

His contributions and accomplish-
ments to help our State thrive eco-
nomically and to expand opportunities 
for minorities will be remembered for 
generations to come. The legacy he 
leaves behind is one of a greater re-
spect for all people, greater oppor-
tunity for all people and greater hope 
for the world. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
his loved ones left behind, and his 
memory will forever be with us. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, re-
cently, I visited with Reverend Jacob 

Bazzel Mull and his wife, Elizabeth, in 
Knoxville, TN. They host the Mull 
Singing Convention, a popular gospel 
radio program. 

Reverend Mull is a legend with an in-
teresting story to tell. He was born in 
1914 in Burke County, NC, into a musi-
cal family. When he was 11 months old, 
he lost his eyesight after falling into 
an open-pit fireplace. As a child, he 
played in a gospel group made up of his 
mother, father, brothers and sisters. 

He began preaching in 1939 and hasn’t 
stopped since. In 1942, he moved to 
Knoxville to start his first radio pro-
gram, and the rest is history. He be-
came well-known nationwide during 
the 25 years he sold Chuck Wagon Gang 
Records on several 50,000-watt radio 
stations. 

This year, all of his many accom-
plishments were recognized when he 
was honored by the Gospel Music Asso-
ciation for his ‘‘outstanding contribu-
tions to gospel music.’’ 

During our visit in April, Reverend 
Mull gave me 2,000 letters and a num-
ber of petitions with thousands of 
names on them from Americans angry 
over the Ninth Circuit’s decision de-
claring the Pledge of Allegiance uncon-
stitutional. Reverend Mull solicited 
these letters from his listeners across 
the country, and I was delighted to see 
the passion people across America have 
for the Pledge. It made me proud to an-
swer all of those letters. 

It is inspiring to me that every day 
Reverend Mull brings out the best in 
America. He challenges us to think, 
and he encourages us to be involved in 
issues. He also reminds us to turn to 
our religious faith for guidance. I ran 
for the U.S. Senate because I wanted to 
find out how to bring out the best in 
people in Tennessee and across this 
country, all day, every day. 

I believe the answer to how we do 
that lies with the people. In August of 
2002, I spent the night with Jim Coley, 
a Tennessee Government high school 
teacher, and his family. One idea that 
came out of that visit was the impor-
tance of putting the teaching of Amer-
ican history and civics back into our 
classrooms. From that discussion, we 
came up with the framework for the 
American History and Civics Act of 
2003 that just passed the Senate. 

The bill establishes summer residen-
tial academies for teachers and stu-
dents to encourage the teaching and 
learning of American history and civics 
in a more inspired way than is hap-
pening today. We can’t expect our stu-
dents to learn what it means to be an 
American if we don’t teach them. 

I would also like to see students in 
every classroom across this Nation be-
ginning each schoolday with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. That could be followed 
with a student or teacher explaining in 
his or her own words what it means to 
them to be an American. 

After the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, we saw how quickly we 
Americans could come together as one 
people, united in purpose, despite our 
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