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Rabbi Milton Balkany, Dean, Bais
Yaakov of Brooklyn, New York, offered
the following prayer:

Our Father in Heaven, the majestic
sequoias tower over the Alpine ex-
panses, and yet they continue to
stretch upward toward the Sun. The
mighty Colorado River carved the awe-
some grandeur of the Grand Canyon
eons ago, yet it continues to surge ever
onward. The thrashing tide of the At-
lantic has brought innumerable ships
to port, and yet the waves ebb and flow
without cease. | stand here today
among the jewels of our Nation, among
men and women who are precious, who
radiate dedication, and they have been
selected as the leaders of our land. And
| pray to You, O Lord, that they too re-
main unsatisfied with yesterday. Let
them grow with insight and turn the
tide for our land, for we need them,
their wisdom, devotion and energy,
now more than ever. Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, | demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question are postponed until later
today.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. COOPER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COOPER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 825. An act to redesignate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 7401 West 100th Place in Bridgeview, Illi-
nois, as the ‘““Michael J. Healy Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 917. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
1830 South Lake Drive in Lexington, South
Carolina, as the ““Floyd Spence Post Office
Building™.

H.R. 925. An act to redesignate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1859 South Ashland Avenue in Chicago, Il-
linois, as the ““Cesar Chavez Post Office”.

H.R. 981. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
141 Erie Street in Linesville, Pennsylvania,
as the ““James R. Merry Post Office”.

H.R. 985. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
111 West Washington Street in Bowling
Green, Ohio, as the “‘Delbert L. Latta Post
Office Building’.

H.R. 1055. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1901 West Evans Street in Florence, South
Carolina, as the “‘Dr. Roswell N. Beck Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 1368. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 7554 Pacific Avenue in Stockton, Cali-
fornia, as the ““Norman D. Shumway Post Of-
fice Building™.

H.R. 1465. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4832 East Highway 27 in Iron Station,

North Carolina, as the “General Charles Ga-
briel Post Office”.

H.R. 1596. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2318 Woodson Road in St. Louis, Missouri,
as the “Timothy Michael Gaffney Post Office
Building™.

H.R. 1609. An act to redesignate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 201 West Boston Street in Brookfield, Mis-
souri, as the ““Admiral Donald Davis Post Of-
fice Building”’.

H.R. 1740. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1502 East Kiest Boulevard in Dallas,
Texas, as the “‘Dr. Caesar A.W. Clark, Sr.
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2030. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 120 Baldwin Avenue in Paia, Maui, Hawaii,
as the “Patsy Takemoto Mink Post Office
Building™.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 163. An act to reauthorize the United
States Institute for Environmental Conflict
Resolution, and for other purposes.

S. 498. An act to authorize the President to
posthumously award a gold medal on behalf
of Congress to Joseph A. De Laine, in rec-
ognition of his contributions to the Nation.

S. 867. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
710 Wicks Lane in Billings, Montana, as the
““Ronald Reagan Post Office Building™.

S. 1207. An act to redesignate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 120 East Ritchie Avenue in Marceline,
Missouri, as the ‘““Walt Disney Post Office
Building™.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from New York (Mrs. KELLY) will be
recognized for 1 minute, followed by 5
one-minutes on each side.

————
WELCOMING RABBI MILTON
BALKANY
(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, Rabbi
Milton Balkany, Dean of Bais Yaakov
in Brooklyn, New York, is an acquaint-
ance of mine. He has been an active
participant and leader in the Jewish
community in New York City for
many, many years. Rabbi Balkany has
worked hard to bring the community
together in order to continue tradi-
tional religious and cultural values.
Not only does he help younger genera-
tions understand the intrinsic and ex-
traordinary Jewish culture to which
they belong, but he also welcomes oth-
ers of all religions to engage in prayer,
meditation and community.

I applaud you, Rabbi, on this special
occasion and welcome you as the guest
chaplain of the House of Representa-
tives.

———

REGARDING AMENDMENT TO
INTELLIGENCE BILL

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday in debate over H.R. 2417, the in-
telligence bill, the chairman of the
committee refused to commit to an In-
telligence Committee audit of all tele-
phone and electronic communications
between the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy and the Vice President to determine
whether or not the Vice President in-
fluenced intelligence produced by the
CIA on Iraqg’s alleged weapons of mass
destruction, the cause of war. First,
the chairman said the material may be
classified and, second, working docu-
ments of the executive are respected
and privileged. Some Members want
the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence to have jurisdiction over
the issue which top committee mem-
bers clearly do not want to investigate.
If an executive official pressured or
manipulated CIA analysts to dissemi-
nate false, raw, unreliable information
to justify a war, that matter should be
neither classified nor shielded nor priv-
ileged. My amendment to the intel-
ligence bill would direct the Inspector
General of the CIA to audit all elec-
tronic communications between the Of-
fice of the Vice President and CIA to
get to the bottom of numerous public
reports which raise questions as to
whether or not the Vice President
played a role in making false informa-
tion to become the public reason the
President went to war in Iraq.

————
MEDICARE MODERNIZATION

(Mr. FORBES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of a comprehensive
prescription drug benefit for all sen-
iors. The Prescription Drug and Medi-
care Modernization Act of 2003 will
guarantee prescription drug coverage
to all our seniors and future genera-
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tions. | firmly belief that no senior
should be forced to choose between put-
ting food on the table or buying the
medicines they need. The Prescription
Drug and Medicare Modernization Act
would build on the strengths and suc-
cesses of the current Medicare system
while guaranteeing that all seniors will
have access to a prescription drug ben-
efit.

Just the other day the Secretary of
Health and Human Services released a
study which says that seniors will get
an up-front drug discount of 25 percent.
That is a significant savings for many
of the seniors in my district. The re-
forms in this legislation will put pa-
tients before paperwork and ensure
that doctors will continue to serve sen-
iors through Medicare. The House has
acted in the past and will work with
the Senate to provide affordable, vol-
untary coverage for every senior imme-
diately. Let us pass this important leg-
islation. Our seniors have waited too
long for this much-needed relief.

———

MEDICARE MODERNIZATION

(Mr. DEFAZIO ASKED AND WAS GIVEN
PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE FOR
1 MINUTE.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, the
Republican Medicare prescription drug
bill will provide unprecedented benefits
and protection. Unfortunately, the ben-
efits and protection under this perverse
legislation will all flow to the pharma-
ceutical and insurance industries, not
the seniors who need help paying their
prescription drug bills. That is right.
The biggest beneficiaries are the wildly
profitable pharmaceutical industry and
the anticompetitive insurance indus-
try. You cannot provide a meaningful
benefit unless you deal with the ob-
scene price of prescription drugs. And
this bill does nothing, not reasonable
pricing, not reimportation, not nego-
tiated lowering of prices, nothing, be-
cause that would hurt the profits of the
pharmaceutical industry. The insur-
ance industry, they will get a subsidy
under this bill to offer some sort of
benefit without any requirement what
those benefits might be, without any
limit on the premiums they might
charge, without any requirement who
they might provide coverage to or ex-
clude, all beginning in 2006.

We just heard about the great afford-
able plan we are going to offer today.
This begins in the year 2006 and seniors
who pay $4,500 a year for drugs will get
$3,500 out of their pocket and a thou-
sand from this bill. This is the pharma-
ceutical industry and insurance indus-
try protection legislation.

—

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL DRAFT
GOLDWATER RALLY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday was the fu-
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neral for a great statesman from Ari-
zona, former House Armed Services
Chairman Bob Stump. | was reminded
of another late Arizona statesman,
Senator Barry Goldwater. In fact, next
week marks the 40th anniversary of his
significant step in the historic presi-
dential campaign he waged in 1964. On
July 4, 1963, the National Draft Gold-
water Rally was held at the Wash-
ington National Guard Armory. | was
honored as a young teenager to come
on a bus from South Carolina with
some of the founders of the modern Re-
publican Party, Drake Edens, Floyd
Spence and Rusty DePass. This failed
presidential campaign actually was
spectacularly successful in launching a
political revolution for limited govern-
ment and expanded freedom. Especially
in the South, Republican conservatism
has risen from virtual nonexistence to
majority status on the local, State and
Federal level.

I am grateful for the lasting influ-
ence of Barry Goldwater, who inspired
victory over communism, achieved by
Ronald Reagan, and an emphasis on ex-
panding freedom by reducing taxation,
promoted by George W. Bush.

In conclusion, God bless our troops.

———————

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
BENEFIT

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, today
is the day that our seniors have been
waiting for for many, many years, the
day that we will pass a Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit. Unfortunately,
the real debate took place last night
upstairs in an attic room in this build-
ing in the dark of night, literally start-
ing after midnight, from 1 to 4 a.m.,
burglar hours, not lawmaker hours. In
that debate, they foreclosed real debate
on this floor today. They allowed only
two bills to be considered, the Repub-
lican plan which is deeply flawed,
which will end Medicare as we know it,
and another plan which is too large to
fit within the budget window. | sup-
ported the Dooley alternative, a much
more sensible piece of legislation. Our
seniors deserve better, much better

than will be done for them on this
House floor today.
——
1 1015

PRESCRIPTION DRUG
LEGISLATION

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, as Con-
gress considers the prescription drug
legislation today, | think it is impor-
tant for the American people to re-
member a few simple facts. This would
be the biggest new Federal entitlement
since 1965 when Medicare was created.
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