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AKAKA, Mr. COLEMAN, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, and Mr. CAMPBELL): 

S. 1220. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to extend reasonable 
cost contracts under the medicare program, 
to expand the area in which plans offered 
under such contracts may operate, to apply 
certain provisions of the Medicare+Choice 
program to such plans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. 1221. A bill to provide telephone number 

portability for wireless telephone service; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. BUNNING, and Mr. HAGEL): 

S. 1222. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to require the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, in deter-
mining eligibility for payment under the 
prospective payment system for inpatient re-
habilitation facilities, to apply criteria con-
sistent with rehabilitation impairment cat-
egories established by the Secretary for pur-
poses of such prospective payment system; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. JEFFORDS, and Mr. 
DODD): 

S. 1223. A bill to increase the number of 
well-trained mental health service profes-
sionals (including those based in schools) 
providing clinical mental health care to chil-
dren and adolescents, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CORZINE (for himself and Mr. 
LAUTENBERG): 

S. 1224. A bill to expand the powers of the 
Attorney General to regulate the manufac-
ture, distribution, and sale of firearms and 
ammunition, and to expand the jurisdiction 
of the Attorney General to include firearm 
products and nonpowder firearms; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. MCCAIN, and Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 1225. A bill entitled the ‘‘Greater Access 
to Affordable Pharmaceuticals Act’’; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr. BINGA-
MAN): 

S. 1226. A bill to coordinate efforts in col-
lecting and analyzing data on the incidence 
and prevalence of developmental disabilities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself and 
Mrs. LINCOLN): 

S. 1227. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for coverage 
of substitute adult day services under the 
medicare program; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr. 
DEWINE): 

S. 1228. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit for 
property owners who remove lead-based 
paint hazards; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. DAY-
TON): 

S. 1229. A bill to amend chapter 23 of title 
5, United States Code, to clarify the disclo-
sures of information protected form prohib-
ited personnel practices, require a statement 
in nondisclosure policies, forms, and agree-
ments that such policies, forms, and agree-
ments conform with certain disclosure pro-
tections, provide certain authority for the 
Special Counsel, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina 
(for himself and Mr. HOLLINGS): 

S. Res. 163. A resolution commending the 
Francis Marion University Patriots men’s 
golf team for winning the 2003 National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Division II 
Men’s Golf Championship; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself, Mr. 
CORZINE, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. BAYH, 
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. 
REED, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. JEFFORDS, 
Mr. KOHL, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mrs. DOLE, Mrs. BOXER, 
and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. Res. 164. A resolution reaffirming sup-
port of the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
and anticipating the commemoration of the 
15th anniversary of the enactment of the 
Genocide Convention Implementation Act of 
1987 (the Proxmire Act) on November 4, 2003; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRIST: 
S. Res. 165. A resolution commending Bob 

Hope for his dedication and commitment to 
the Nation; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. 
CHAFEE, and Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. Con. Res. 52. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the 
United States Government should support 
the human rights and dignity of all persons 
with disabilities by pledging support for the 
drafting and working toward the adoption of 
a thematic convention on the human rights 
and dignity of persons with disabilities by 
the United Nations General Assembly to 
augment the existing United Nations human 
rights system, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations.

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 221 

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
221, a bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to facilitate an in-
crease in programming and content on 
radio that is locally and independently 
produced, to facilitate competition in 
radio programming, radio advertising, 
and concerts, and for other purposes. 

S. 271 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. LOTT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 271, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow an addi-
tional advance refunding of bonds 
originally issued to finance govern-
mental facilities used for essential gov-
ernmental functions. 

S. 274 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 274, a bill to amend the procedures 
that apply to consideration of inter-
state class actions to assure fairer out-
comes for class members and defend-
ants, and for other purposes. 

S. 300 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 

ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
300, a bill to award a congressional gold 
medal to Jackie Robinson (post-
humously), in recognition of his many 
contributions to the Nation, and to ex-
press the sense of Congress that there 
should be a national day in recognition 
of Jackie Robinson. 

S. 451 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. SARBANES) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 451, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to increase the 
minimum Survivor Benefit Plan basic 
annuity for surviving spouses age 62 
and older, to provide for a one-year 
open season under that plan, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 518 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 518, a bill to increase the 
supply of pancreatic islet cells for re-
search, to provide better coordination 
of Federal efforts and information on 
islet cell transplantation, and to col-
lect the data necessary to move islet 
cell transplantation from an experi-
mental procedure to a standard ther-
apy. 

S. 557 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 557, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude from gross income amounts re-
ceived on account of claims based on 
certain unlawful discrimination and to 
allow income averaging for backpay 
and frontpay awards received on ac-
count of such claims, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 569 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 569, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the medicare outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy caps. 

S. 595 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator 
from New York (Mrs. CLINTON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 595, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to repeal the required use of cer-
tain principal repayments on mortgage 
subsidy bond financings to redeem 
bonds, to modify the purchase price 
limitation under mortgage subsidy 
bond rules based on median family in-
come, and for other purposes. 

S. 610 
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 610, a bill to amend the provi-
sions of title 5, United States Code, to 
provide for workforce flexibilities and 
certain Federal personnel provisions 
relating to the National Aeronautics 
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and Space Administration, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 623 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 623, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal 
civilian and military retirees to pay 
health insurance premiums on a pretax 
basis and to allow a deduction for 
TRICARE supplemental premiums. 

S. 640 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
640, a bill to amend subchapter III of 
chapter 83 and chapter 84 of title 5, 
United States Code, to include Federal 
prosecutors within the definition of a 
law enforcement officer, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 664 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 664, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend the research credit, 
to increase the rates of the alternative 
incremental credit, and to provide an 
alternative simplified credit for quali-
fied research expenses. 

S. 665 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. NELSON) and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SANTORUM) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 665, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax relief for farmers 
and fishermen, and for other purposes. 

S. 678

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 678, a bill to amend chapter 10 
of title 39, United States Code, to in-
clude postmasters and postmasters or-
ganizations in the process for the de-
velopment and planning of certain poli-
cies, schedules, and programs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 684 

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 684, a bill to create an office with-
in the Department of Justice to under-
take certain specific steps to ensure 
that all American citizens harmed by 
terrorism overseas receive equal treat-
ment by the United States Government 
regardless of the terrorists’ country of 
origin or residence, and to ensure that 
all terrorists involved in such attacks 
are pursued, prosecuted, and punished 
with equal vigor, regardless of the ter-
rorists’ country of origin or residence. 

S. 740 

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 740, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to improve 
patient access to, and utilization of, 

the colorectal cancer screening benefit 
under the medicare program. 

S. 756 
At the request of Mr. THOMAS, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 756, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the 
qualified small issue bond provisions. 

S. 763 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
763, a bill to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse 
located at 46 Ohio Street in Indianap-
olis, Indiana, as the ‘‘Birch Bayh Fed-
eral Building and United States Court-
house’’. 

S. 780 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name 

of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
780, a bill to award a congressional gold 
medal to Chief Phillip Martin of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. 

S. 786 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 786, a bill to amend the tem-
porary assistance to needy families 
program under part A of title IV of the 
Social Security Act to provide grants 
for transitional jobs programs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 805 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
805, a bill to enhance the rights of 
crime victims, to establish grants for 
local governments to assist crime vic-
tims, and for other purposes. 

S. 818 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 818, a bill to ensure the independ-
ence and nonpartisan operation of the 
Office of Advocacy of the Small Busi-
ness Administration. 

S. 874 
At the request of Mr. TALENT, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 874, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to in-
clude primary and secondary preventa-
tive medical strategies for children and 
adults with Sickle Cell Disease as med-
ical assistance under the medicaid pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 877 
At the request of Mr. BURNS, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. DODD) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 877, a bill to regulate 
interstate commerce by imposing limi-
tations and penalties on the trans-
mission of unsolicited commercial elec-
tronic mail via the Internet. 

S. 894 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-

lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from 
New York (Mrs. CLINTON) and the Sen-
ator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 894, a bill to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint coins in commemoration of the 
230th Anniversary of the United States 
Marine Corps, and to support construc-
tion of the Marine Corps Heritage Cen-
ter. 

S. 973 
At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 973, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a shorter recovery period for the 
depreciation of certain restaurant 
buildings. 

S. 982 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. DASCHLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 982, a bill to halt Syrian 
support for terrorism, end its occupa-
tion of Lebanon, stop its development 
of weapons of mass destruction, cease 
its illegal importation of Iraqi oil, and 
hold Syria accountable for its role in 
the Middle East, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1010 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. DODD) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1010, a bill to 
enhance and further research into pa-
ralysis and to improve rehabilitation 
and the quality of life for persons liv-
ing with paralysis and other physical 
disabilities. 

S. 1046

At the request of Mr. HOLLINGS, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1046, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to preserve local-
ism, to foster and promote the diver-
sity of television programming, to fos-
ter and promote competition, and to 
prevent excessive concentration of 
ownership of the nation’s television 
broadcast stations. 

S. 1046 
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS), the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN), the Senator from Nevada 
(Mr. REID) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1046, supra. 

S. 1083 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1083, a bill to give 
States the flexibility to reduce bu-
reaucracy by streamlining enrollment 
processes for the medicaid and State 
children’s health insurance programs 
through better linkages with programs 
providing nutrition and related assist-
ance to low-income families. 

S. 1091 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
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WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1091, a bill to provide funding for stu-
dent loan repayment for public attor-
neys. 

S. 1116 

At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1116, a bill to amend the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to 
direct the Great Lakes National Pro-
gram Office of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to develop, implement, 
monitor, and report on a series of indi-
cators of water quality and related en-
vironmental factors in the Great 
Lakes. 

S. 1125 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1125, a bill to create a fair and ef-
ficient system to resolve claims of vic-
tims for bodily injury caused by asbes-
tos exposure, and for other purposes. 

S. 1153 

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1153, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to permit medicare-eligi-
ble veterans to receive an out-patient 
medication benefit, to provide that cer-
tain veterans who receive such benefit 
are not otherwise eligible for medical 
care and services from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1182 

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 
the names of the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. HARKIN), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. DAYTON), the Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS), the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mrs. DOLE), the 
Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. ED-
WARDS) and the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1182, a bill to sanction 
the ruling Burmese military junta, to 
strengthen Burma’s democratic forces 
and support and recognize the National 
League of Democracy as the legitimate 
representative of the Burmese people, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1182 

At the request of Mr. REID, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1182, 
supra. 

S. 1201 

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM of 
South Carolina, the names of the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. ALLARD) and 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KERRY) were added as cosponsors of S. 
1201, a bill to promote healthy life-
styles and prevent unhealthy, risky be-
haviors among teenage youth. 

S. 1203 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names 
of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASS-
LEY), the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
COCHRAN) and the Senator from Wyo-

ming (Mr. THOMAS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1203, a bill to amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 regarding 
distance education, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1215 

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 
the names of the Senator from Nevada 
(Mr. REID), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VOINOVICH) and the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1215, a bill to sanction 
the ruling Burmese military junta, to 
strengthen Burma’s democratic forces 
and support and recognize the National 
League of Democracy as the legitimate 
representative of the Burmese people, 
and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 3 

At the request of Mr. MILLER, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Con. Res. 3, a concurrent resolution 
recognizing, applauding, and sup-
porting the efforts of the Army Avia-
tion Heritage Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization incorporated in the State 
of Georgia, to utilize veteran aviators 
of the Armed Forces and former Army 
Aviation aircraft to inspire Americans 
and to ensure that our Nation’s mili-
tary legacy and heritage of service are 
never forgotten. 

S. RES. 140 

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 140, a resolution des-
ignating the week of August 10, 2003, as 
‘‘National Health Center Week’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 865 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 865 proposed 
to S. 14, a bill to enhance the energy 
security of the United States, and for 
other purposes.

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. HOLLINGS (for himself and 
Mr. STEVENS): 

S. 1218. A bill to provide for Presi-
dential support and coordination of 
interagency ocean science programs 
and development and coordination of a 
comprehensive and integrated United 
States research and monitoring pro-
gram; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, today 
I am introducing legislation to spur 
the advent of an exciting new field of 
research, one that explores the role of 
the oceans in human health. I am 
pleased to be joined in this effort by 
the distinguished Senator from Alaska, 
TED STEVENS, who is cosponsoring this 
bill. The Oceans and Human Health Act 
proposes to establish a national inter-
agency program that will coordinate 
research efforts and ensure the avail-
ability of an adequate Federal invest-
ment in this critical area. It also would 

establish a program at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion to strengthen and coordinate its 
work in this very important arena. 

In recent years, we have gained a re-
newed appreciation for the importance 
of the ocean to our future and well-
being. We now recognize that human 
health is one are in which the oceans 
exert major influences that are both 
positive and negative. However, study-
ing this relationship is challenging. To 
be successful, a research program must 
integrate disciplines, bringing together 
oceanographers and biomedical re-
searchers to better understand marine 
processes, reduce public health risks 
and enhance our biomedical capabili-
ties. Pioneering scientists are needed 
to tackle marine environmental issues 
that affect human and marine life 
alike, such as ocean pollution, marine 
pathogens and potential drug discov-
eries. A number of Federal agencies 
would share responsibility and exper-
tise for such a program, requiring that 
capabilities be harnessed across such 
diverse entities as the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, 
the National Science Foundation and 
the National Institute for Environ-
mental Health Sciences. 

The rich biodiversity of marine orga-
nisms represent an important bio-
medical resource, a promising source of 
novel compounds with therapeutic po-
tential, and a potentially significant 
contribution to the national economy. 
A 1999 National Research Council re-
port, From Monsoons to Microbes, 
noted that nature has been the tradi-
tional source of new pharmaceuticals 
and found that over 50 percent of the 
marketed drugs are extracted from 
natural sources or produced using nat-
ural products. Virtually every type of 
life that exists on this planet is found 
in the sea and many types of plants 
and animals are exclusively marine. 
While the oceans are a repository for 
much of our biodiversity, little of it 
has been catalogued or studied. One 
important aspect that we have yet to 
explore is the potential of marine life 
to produce chemicals for treating dis-
eases. There are only three marine 
compounds now in clinical use—and 
these were developed in the 1950s. 
While there are some new compounds 
in the pipeline, we need to speed this 
effort up to ensure we get more ap-
proved sooner. 

But our relationship to the sea also 
has a darker side. The oceans drive cli-
mate and weather factors causing se-
vere weather events and shifts in tem-
perature and rainfall patterns. These 
changes in turn affect the density and 
distribution of disease-causing orga-
nisms and the ability of public health 
systems to address them. In addition, 
the oceans act as a route of exposure 
for human disease and illnesses 
through ingestion of contaminated sea-
food and direct contact with seawater 
containing toxins and disease-causing 
organisms. We need to know more 
about how our health is affected by the 
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