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armed service-members, law enforce-
ment officers, teachers, doctors, law-
yers, and businesspeople. They are
leaders in American society, including
members of Congress and Cabinet
members.

Tragically, in the aftermath of the
September 11 terrorist attacks, some
misguided bigots turned against Arab
Americans, Muslim Americans, Sikh
Americans, and South-Asian Ameri-
cans, singling them out as targets for
violence and threats of violence. Hate
crimes against these communities, in-
cluding violent physical assaults,
sharply increased. The Federal Bureau
of Investigation reports that the num-
ber of anti-Muslim incidents rose 1600
percent from 2000 to 2001, largely due to
this post-9/11 backlash.

In response, countless Americans
came to the support of Arab Ameri-
cans, Muslim Americans, Sikh Ameri-
cans, and South-Asian Americans, con-
demning the attacks and embracing
the affected communities. At that
time, I submitted a resolution, which
was unanimously approved, con-
demning bigotry and violence against
Sikh Americans.

Arab Americans, Muslim Americans,
Sikh Americans, and South-Asian
Americans are suffering again, and it is
again time to express our support for
them. Since the beginning of the war in
Iraq, hate crimes against these commu-
nities have spiked. For example, a man
who law enforcement believe was moti-
vated by anti-Arab sentiment allegedly
shot four people to death in New York
City during February and March.
President Bush has declared that major
combat operations in Iraq have ended,
but hate crimes against Arab Ameri-
cans, Muslims, South-Asian Ameri-
cans, and Sikhs continue. For example,
at the University of California Los An-
geles, someone recently poured pig’s
blood on Muslim prayer rugs in an
interdenominational chapel. The FBI is
investigating the incident as a bias-
motivated crime.

Hate crimes against these commu-
nities are wrong and un-American. We
must condemn them in the strongest
terms, and law enforcement must in-
vestigate and prosecute vigorously the
perpetrators.

Sadly, Arab Americans, Muslim
Americans, Sikh Americans, and
South-Asian Americans are also in-
creasingly concerned that the Federal
Government views them with sus-
picion, and that they are being sub-
jected to heightened government scru-
tiny as a result of their national origin
or religion. Our counterterrorism ef-
forts must not discriminate on the
basis of national origin or religion or
violate the civil liberties of innocent
Americans. The government’s efforts
to combat terrorism must focus on
criminal or terrorist behavior, not eth-
nicity or creed.

I believe that discriminatory
counterterrorism tactics, or those that
violate civil liberties, are not only
wrong, but they do not make our coun-
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try any safer. Our country’s history
demonstrates that respect for indi-
vidual rights enhances our stability
and security. Singling out a large
group of mostly innocent Arabs, Mus-
lims and South Asians squanders pre-
cious law enforcement resources and
alienates communities whose coopera-
tion we need. It runs counter to basic
principles of community policing,
which reject the use of racial and eth-
nic profiles and focus on building trust
and respect by working cooperatively
with community members.

The resolution I submit today recog-
nizes that Arab Americans, Muslim
Americans, Sikh Americans, and South
Asian Americans, greatly contribute to
American society and serve honorably
in the military or law enforcement,
urges respect for civil rights and civil
liberties, condemns bias-motivated
crimes against members of these com-
munities, and calls upon Federal and
local law enforcement to prosecute
such crimes vigorously. I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 42—WELCOMING THE PRIME
MINISTER OF SINGAPORE, HIS
EXCELLENCY GOH CHOK TONG,
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS VISIT
TO THE UNITED STATES. EX-
PRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF SINGAPORE
FOR ITS STRONG COOPERATION
WITH THE UNITED STATES IN
THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST TER-
RORISM, AND REAFFIRMING THE
COMMITMENT OF CONGRESS TO
THE CONTINUED EXPANSION OF
FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND SINGAPORE.

Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. LUGAR,
Mr. HAGEL, Mr. TALENT, and Mr. SES-
SIONS) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was considered
and agreed to.

S. CON. RES. 42

Whereas Congress is pleased to welcome
the Prime Minister of Singapore, His Excel-
lency Goh Chok Tong, on his visit to the
United States;

Whereas the United States and Singapore
have a strong and enduring friendship;

Whereas the United States and Singapore
share a common vision in ensuring the con-
tinued peace, stability, and prosperity of the
Asia-Pacific region;

Whereas Singapore is the 11th largest trad-
ing partner of the United States;

Whereas the Government of Singapore re-
acted with outrage and deep sympathy for
the people of the United States in response
to the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001;

Whereas Singapore has joined with the
United States in the global struggle against
terrorism, offering political, diplomatic, in-
telligence, and humanitarian support;

Whereas the Government of Singapore
stood with the United States as a member of
the Coalition for the Immediate Disar-
mament of Iraq;

Whereas Singapore, which has one of the
busiest ports in the world, was the first
Asian country to join the Container Security
Initiative (CSI), a key United States Cus-

S5789

toms Service initiative designed to prevent
terrorist attacks against the United States
and other nations using global sea cargo;

Whereas the relationship between the
United States and Singapore extends beyond
the current campaign against terrorism and
is reinforced by strong ties of culture, com-
merce, and scientific and technical coopera-
tion; and

Whereas this relationship touches on al-
most every field of international coopera-
tion, including a common commitment to
foster a stronger and more open inter-
national trading system: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) welcomes the Prime Minister, His Ex-
cellency Goh Chok Tong, to the United
States;

(2) expresses its profound gratitude to the
Government of Singapore for its expressions
of sympathy and support after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and its
demonstrated willingness to fully cooperate
with the United States in the global cam-
paign against terrorism; and

(3) reaffirms its commitment to the con-
tinued expansion of friendship and coopera-
tion between the United States and Singa-
pore.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 43—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT CON-
GRESS SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN
AND SUPPORT ACTIVITIES TO
PROVIDE DECENT HOMES FOR
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr.
REED, Mr. ALLARD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. CONRAD, Mrs. DOLE,
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. SANTORUM, and Ms.
STABENOW) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs:

S. CON. RES. 43

Whereas the United States promotes and
encourages the creation and revitalization of
sustainable and strong neighborhoods in
partnership with States, cities, and local
communities;

Whereas the United States promotes and
encourages the creation and revitalization of
sustainable and strong mneighborhoods in
partnership with States, cities, and local
communities and in conjunction with the
independent and collective actions of private
citizens and organizations;

Whereas establishing a housing infrastruc-
ture strengthens neighborhoods and local
economies and nurtures the families who re-
side in them;

Whereas an integral element of a strong
community is a sufficient supply of afford-
able housing;

Whereas affordable housing may be pro-
vided in traditional and nontraditional
forms, including apartment buildings, transi-
tional and temporary homes, condominiums,
cooperatives, and single family homes;

Whereas for many families a home is not
merely shelter, but also provides an oppor-
tunity for growth, prosperity, and security;

Whereas homeownership is a cornerstone
of the national economy because it spurs the
production and sale of goods and services,
generates new jobs, encourages savings and
investment, promotes economic and civic re-
sponsibility, and enhances the financial se-
curity of all people in the United States;

Whereas although the United States is the
first nation in the world to make owning a
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home a reality for a vast majority of its fam-
ilies, %5 of the families in the United States
are not homeowners;

Whereas a disproportionate percentage of
families in the United States that are not
homeowners are low-income families;

Whereas 74.2 percent of Caucasian Ameri-
cans own their own homes, only 47.1 percent
of African Americans, 47.2 percent of His-
panic Americans, and 55.8 percent of Asian
Americans and other races are homeowners;

Whereas the community building activities
of neighborhood-based nonprofit organiza-
tions empower individuals to improve their
lives and make communities safer and
healthier for families;

Whereas one of the best known nonprofit
housing organizations is Habitat for Human-
ity, which builds simple but adequate hous-
ing for less fortunate families and symbol-
izes the self-help approach to homeowner-
ship;

Whereas Habitat for Humanity is organized
in all 50 States with 1,655 local affiliates and
its own section 501(c)(3) Federal tax-exempt
status and locally elected completely vol-
untary board of directors;

Whereas Habitat for Humanity has built
nearly 150,000 houses worldwide and endeav-
ors to complete another 50,000 homes by the
year 2005;

Whereas Habitat for Humanity provides
opportunities for people from every segment
of society to volunteer to help make the
American dream a reality for families who
otherwise would not own a home; and

Whereas the month of June has been des-
ignated as ‘“‘National Homeownership
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) everyone in the United States should
have a decent home in which to live;

(2) Members of the Senate and the House of
Representatives should demonstrate the im-
portance of volunteerism;

(3) during the years of the 108th and 109th
sessions of Congress, Members of the Senate
and the House of Representatives, Habitat
for Humanity, and contributing organiza-
tions, should sponsor and construct 2 homes
in the Washington, D.C., metro area each as
part of the ‘‘Congress Building America’”
program;

(4) each Congress Building America house
should be constructed primarily by Members
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, their families and staffs, and the staffs
of sponsoring organizations working with
local volunteers involving and symbolizing
the partnership of the public, private, and
nonprofit sectors of society;

(5) each Congress Building America house
should be constructed with the participation
of the family that will own the home;

(6) in the future, Members of the Senate
and the House of Representatives, their fam-
ilies, and their staff should participate in
similar house building activities in their
own States as part of National Homeowner-
ship Month; and

(7) these occasions should be used to em-
phasize and focus on the importance of pro-
viding decent homes for all of the people in
the United States.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.
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The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
May 13, at 2:30 p.m. in Room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 520, a bill to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to
convey certain facilities to the Fre-
mont-Madison Irrigation District in
the State of Idaho; S. 625, a bill to au-
thorize the Bureau of Reclamation to
conduct certain feasibility studies in
the Tualatin River Basin in Oregon,
and for other purposes; S. 960, a bill to
amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act to authorize certain projects in the
State of Hawaii and to amend the Ha-
waili Water Resources Act of 2000 to
modify the water resources study; S.
649, a bill to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
projects within the San Diego Creek
Watershed, California, and for other
purposes; and S. 993, a bill to amend
the Small Reclamation Projects Act of
1956, and for other purposes. (Contact:
Shelly Randel 202-224-7933, Kellie Don-
nelly 202-224-9360 or Jared Stubbs at
202-224-7556).

Because of the limited time available
for the hearings, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Sub-
committee on Water and Power, Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Tuesday, May 6, 2003, at 9:30 a.m. on
Media Ownership in SR-253.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary Subcommittee
on the Constitution, Civil Rights and
Property Rights be authorized to meet
to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Judicial
Nominations, Filibusters, and the con-
stitution: When a Majority is Denied
its Right to Consent’ on Tuesday, May
6, 2003, at 2:30 p.m., in the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building, Room 226.

Panel I: The Honorable Arlen Spec-
ter, U.S. Senator (R-PA);

The Honorable Charles Schumer, U.S.
Senator (D-NY).

The Honorable Zell Miller, U.S. Sen-
ator (D-GA).

Panel II: Mr. Steven Calabresi, Pro-
fessor of Law, Northwestern University
Law School, Chicago, Illinois;

Mr. John Eastman, Professor of Law,
Chapman University School of Law, Di-
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rector, Center for Constitutional Juris-
prudence, Orange, California;

Mr. Bruce Fein, Esq., Fein & Fein,
Washington, DC.;

Mr. Michael Gerhardt, Hanson Pro-
fessor of Law, William & Mary School
of Law, Williamsburg, Virginia;

Ms. Marcia Greenberger, Esq., Co-
President, National Women’s Law Cen-
ter, Washington, DC.;

Mr. Douglas Kmiec, Dean of the Co-
lumbus School of Law, The Catholic
University of America, Washington,
DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee be authorized to con-
duct a hearing in Room 628 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, Tuesday,
May 6, 2003, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet on Tuesday, May 6, 2003 from 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. in Dirksen 562 for the
purpose of conducting a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 6, 2003 at 2:30 p.m. in
closed session to mark up the Emerg-
ing Threats and Capabilities Programs
and Provisions contained in the De-
partment of Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2004.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 6 at 10 a.m., to receive testimony
regarding S. 324, to amend the National
Trails System Act to clarify Federal
authority relating to land acquisition
from willing sellers for certain trails in
the National Trails System; S. 634, to
amend the National Trails System Act
to direct the Secretary of the Interior
to carry out a study on the feasibility
of designating the Trail of the Ancients
as a National Historic Trail; S. 635, to
amend the National Trails, System Act
to direct the Secretary to update the
fleasibility and suitability studies of
four national historic trails, and for
other purposes; and S. 6561 to amend the
National Trails Systems Act to clarify
Federal authority relating to land ac-
quisition from willing sellers for the
majority of the trails in the system,
and for other purposes.
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