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The Senate met at 9:156 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS.)

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, the Rev. Canon Martyn
Minns of Fairfax, VA.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Almighty God, we thank You for
blessing us as a nation. We pray that
we would always be a generous people,
eager to share the gifts of freedom, re-
spect for human dignity, and commit-
ment to service, with all the peoples of
the world.

We pray for all who suffer and are af-
flicted in body or mind, especially
those who face the devastation of HIV/
AIDS and the wunfolding terror of
SARS. Grant them healing and com-
fort, and stir up in us the will and pa-
tience to minister to their needs.

We commend to Your gracious care
all the men and women of our Armed
Forces. Defend them day-by-day with
Your heavenly grace, and give them a
sense of Your abiding presence wher-
ever they may be.

We thank You for the men and
women of this Senate, and for all who
serve in this place. Grant them the
spirit of wisdom, charity and justice;
that with steadfast purpose they may
faithfully carry out the work set before
them.

All this we pray because of the love
first shown us in the call of Abraham
and Sarah and now revealed to us in
the life and witness of Jesus the Christ.

Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable TED STEVENS led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SUNUNU). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, for the
information of all Senators, this morn-
ing the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Owen nomination. Under
the order, at 10:15 the Senate will pro-
ceed to a rollcall vote on the motion to
invoke cloture on the nomination of
Priscilla Owen to be a circuit judge for
the Fifth Circuit. If cloture is not in-
voked, the Senate will begin consider-
ation of the nomination of Edward
Prado to be circuit judge. It is hoped
we will reach a short time agreement
with a vote on that nomination to
occur by early afternoon.

In addition to the Owen and Prado
nominations, the Senate may also con-
sider the Cook nomination. As the ma-
jority leader stated last night, we have
attempted to work out a unanimous
consent agreement to process these ju-
dicial nominations. Unfortunately, we
were unable to reach an understanding
last night. There continues to be hope
that as these nominations are consid-
ered we would be able to reach reason-
able time limitations for their consid-
eration.

In addition, the leader is still work-
ing toward agreements for considering
and completing a number of other leg-
islative matters, including the FISA
legislation, the State Department au-
thorization bill, the Bioshield legisla-
tion, or additional judicial nomina-
tions during today’s session. Therefore,
Senators should expect rollcall votes
throughout the day.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 14 AND H.J. RES. 51

Mr. HATCH. I understand there is a
bill and a joint resolution at the desk
which are due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent
it be in order to read the titles of the
measures en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will read the titles of the
bills en bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 14) to enhance the energy secu-
rity of the United States, and for other pur-
poses,

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 51), increasing
the statutory limit on the debt.

Mr. HATCH. I ask that the Senate
proceed en bloc to the measures, and I
object to further proceeding en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection having been heard, the bills
will be placed on the calendar.

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield
for a question? Just on the matter of
timing.

Mr. HATCH. I will be delighted.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I have a
markup at 9:30. I wanted to make a 5-
minute statement on the judicial nom-
ination. If we can do that and I will
give Senator HATCH that 5 minutes
back on his time, would that be accept-
able?

Mr. HATCH. I think the 5 minutes
will be taken from the minority side.

Mrs. BOXER. Yes, that is what I sug-
gested.

Mr. HATCH. I am happy to yield so
the Senator can make her statement.

Mrs. BOXER. That is very kind. I ap-
preciate it.
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