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Long after the triumphs of 1821, Greece 

continues to prove itself as a loyal ally of the 
United States and an internationally recog-
nized advocate of democracy. Greece is one 
of only three nations in the world beyond 
those of the former British Empire to be allied 
with the United States in every major inter-
national conflict of the 20th century. I have lit-
tle doubt this impressive and dependable rela-
tionship will continue throughout the 21st cen-
tury and beyond. In the Balkans, Greece has 
played a steady hand of democracy in the 
face of regional unrest and instability. 

As we continue in our efforts to free the 
world of terrorism, Greece again stands firm 
with the United States. Our efforts in the war 
against terror would not be as successful with-
out the continued assistance from our allies in 
Greece. Greece’s reliability as a stable de-
mocracy and key NATO ally is critical in our 
efforts to advocate international peace and 
stability. 

As we celebrate 182 years of freedom and 
independence, I salute and thank the Greek 
people for their spirit and their ongoing pursuit 
of peace. To Greece, a free and democratic 
ally: ‘‘Cronia polla hellas’’.

f 

COMMENDING THE NEW YORK 
CITY COUNCIL’S EFFORTS AT 
SUPPORTING PEACE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as we begin an 
unjust invasion of Iraq, I think that it is appro-
priate that this chamber hears from citizens 
and leaders on the local level, and not just the 
representatives of the Administration. 

Last week, on March 12, 2003, the New 
York City Council courageously passed resolu-
tion 549–A, condemning current plans for an 
invasion of Iraq. They did so representing their 
constituents, who have made it abundantly 
clear through letters, faxes, emails and public 
protests, that the costs are too great and the 
evidence too suspect to support an invasion. 
The resolution represents the voice of the 
people of our great city. 

I applaud the majority of the members of the 
Council for their principled fight for peace and 
diplomacy. I commend them for resisting the 
tempting safety of silence and risk being un-
fairly labeled and misunderstood as ‘‘unpatri-
otic.’’

We live in a time where no one wants to 
challenge our foreign policy decisions for fear 
of being perceived not supportive of freedom 
or of our brave men and women who poised 
for the invasion of Iraq. However, when history 
records where elected leaders were at the 
time that this fateful decision between war and 
international cooperation was made, it will be 
clear that it was the City Council of New York 
who stood strongly as voices for peace. 

I invite you to read excerpts of their resolu-
tion, so that it can be clear why the elected 
representatives of the citizens of the City of 
New York, still recovering from the attack of 
September 11, believe that real peace and de-
mocracy should be secured by law, not force.
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION URGING 

MILITARY RESTRAINT IN IRAQ

Resolution calling on the government of 
the United States to make all efforts to 

work through the United Nations Security 
Council in a manner that would reaffirm our 
Nation’s commitment to the rule of law and 
the primacy of human rights in our inter-
national relationships, and to take all appro-
priate steps toward securing the participa-
tion of other nations and international bod-
ies in the effort to ensure that Iraq does not 
possess biological, chemical or nuclear weap-
ons and toward promoting human rights for 
all the people of Iraq; and further calling on 
the government of the United States to work 
through the United Nations Security Council 
and with other nations to ensure the 
unimpeded access of United Nations weapons 
inspectors to all areas of and facilities in 
Iraq and to ensure that the inspectors be 
given a full and fair opportunity to conduct 
their efforts in accordance with United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions; and fur-
ther calling upon the Council of the City of 
New York to oppose a pre-emptive military 
attack on Iraq unless it is demonstrated that 
Iraq poses a real and imminent threat to the 
security and safety of the United States or 
its allies or unless other options for achiev-
ing compliance with United Nations resolu-
tions calling for the elimination of weapons 
of mass destruction and the means for their 
development have failed. 

By Council Members Perkins, Baez, Bar-
ron, Boyland, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Davis, 
DeBlasio, Dilan, Espada, Foster, Gerson, 
Gioia, González, Jackson, Koppell, Liu, 
Lopez, Martinez, the Speaker (Council Mem-
ber Miller), Monserrate, Moskowitz, Quinn, 
Reed, Reyna, Sanders, Seabrook, Serrano, 
Stewart, Vann and Yassky. 

Whereas, The manner in which the United 
States government is responding to the cri-
sis involving Iraq has caused great concern 
among many New Yorkers, resulting in one 
of the largest public demonstrations in the 
history of the City of New York on February 
15, 2003; and 

Whereas, The Council of the City of New 
York is the locally elected voice of the peo-
ple of the City of New York; and 

Whereas, Saddam Hussein has violated 
United Nations resolutions requiring his gov-
ernment to destroy biological, chemical and 
nuclear weapons, cease the development of 
such weapons and permit international in-
spection of all areas and facilities to ensure 
compliance with such resolutions; and 

Whereas, Although international weapons 
inspections barred by Iraq in 1998 have been 
reinstituted in response to international 
pressure, particularly from the United 
States, there is evidence that despite some 
cooperation, Iraq is not fully complying with 
United Nations resolutions; and 

Whereas, It is imperative that Iraq not be 
allowed to possess, use or export biological, 
chemical or nuclear weapons, or weapons of 
terror, and that Iraq fully comply with 
United Nations resolutions; and 

Whereas, Since taking power in 1979, Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime has committed human 
rights violations against the Iraqi people on 
a massive scale—documented by Amnesty 
International, Human Rights Watch and oth-
ers—and we condemn these crimes and the 
ongoing oppression of the Iraqi people, in-
cluding the Kurdish, Shiite and the other mi-
nority groups; and 

Whereas, It is in the interest of all nations, 
including the United States, that threats to 
world peace and violations of human rights 
be dealt with in accordance with inter-
national law and, whenever possible, on a 
multilateral basis; and

Whereas, A pre-emptive United States 
military attack on Iraq, absent a real and 
imminent threat to the security and safety 
of the United States or its allies and absent 
the support of the international community 
would violate our commitments to the 
United Nations charter; and 

Whereas, War has grave repercussions in 
terms of loss of life; and 

Whereas, While it is difficult to project the 
financial costs of war, a thorough analysis 
published by the National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research estimates that the total cost 
of invasion, occupation, peace-keeping, re-
construction, nation-building and necessary 
humanitarian assistance might range from 
$150 to $750 billion; 

Whereas, Such cost would place an enor-
mous strain on our nation’s ability to main-
tain the infrastructure, human services and 
social programs necessary for our nation’s 
security, general welfare and progress; and 

Whereas, It has not been substantiated 
that all other means of disarming Saddam 
Hussein in accordance with United Nations 
resolutions have been attempted and have 
failed; and 

Whereas, The United States government 
has not articulated how a military attack 
would result in the formation of an Iraqi 
government that rejects the development of 
nuclear, biological or chemical weapons and 
promotes freedom and democracy; and 

Whereas, In the event that our armed 
forces are called into combat in Iraq, we rec-
ognize, honor and appreciate the commit-
ment, service and valor of our military per-
sonnel, and together with their families, we 
fervently hope for their safe return; and 

Whereas, This resolution speaks of the 
United States’ response to the current crisis 
involving Iraq and does not address any ac-
tion the United States might take in re-
sponse to any future humanitarian crisis; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the government of the 
United States should make all efforts to 
work through the United Nations Security 
Council in a manner that would reaffirm our 
nation’s commitment to the rule of law and 
the primacy of human rights in our inter-
national relationships, and should take all 
appropriate steps toward securing the par-
ticipation of other nations and international 
bodies in the effort to ensure that Iraq does 
not possess biological, chemical or nuclear 
weapons and toward promoting human rights 
for all the people of Iraq; and be it further 

Resolved, That the government of the 
United States should work through the 
United Nations Security Council and with 
other nations to ensure the unimpeded ac-
cess of United Nations weapons inspectors to 
all areas of and facilities in Iraq and to en-
sure that the inspectors be given a full and 
fair opportunity to conduct their efforts in 
accordance with United Nations Security 
Council resolutions; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of 
New York opposes a preemptive military at-
tack on Iraq unless it is demonstrated that 
Iraq poses a real and imminent threat to the 
security and safety of the United States or 
its allies or unless all other options for 
achieving compliance with United Nations 
resolutions calling for the elimination of 
weapons of mass destruction and the means 
for their development have failed.

f 

IN MEMORY OF MARINE LANCE 
CORPORAL THOMAS SLOCUM OF 
THORNTON, CO 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I 
learned today that Colorado has suffered its 
first casualty in the war on Iraq. Lance Cor-
poral Thomas Slocum was one of nine Ma-
rines killed near Al Nasiriyah on Sunday, 
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March 23, in an ambush. Another forty Ma-
rines were wounded in the fight. My heart 
goes out to Lance Corporal Slocum’s family 
and friends. 

Thomas Slocum was based at Camp 
Lejeune in North Carolina but called Thornton, 
Colorado, his home. He was just 22 years old 
at the time of his death—so young, but old 
enough to have developed the courage and 
dedication it took for him to answer the call to 
service. He was a brave and dedicated Marine 
who proudly served when his nation called on 
him to fight in the war against Iraq to bring 
freedom and justice to that country. 

The death of Lance Corporal Slocum brings 
this war closer to home for us all. All Colo-
radans, and indeed all Americans share in the 
pain of Lance Corporal Slocum’s death, but 
we also share in honoring his unswerving 
dedication to our great nation. He will forever 
be remembered for his heroism and his sac-
rifice.

f 

APPRECIATING DR. GURMIT SINGH 
AULAKH FOR BRINGING PLIGHT 
OF SIKHS, OTHER MINORITIES 
TO INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, for 17 years, Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh has been serving the 
Sikhs in this country and worldwide, first as 
President of the International Sikh Organiza-
tion, a post in which he still serves, and later 
as President of the Council of Khalistan, which 
came into being when Sikhs declared their 
independence from India on October 7, 1987. 
He has been a tireless worker for the rights of 
Sikhs and other minorities in India, such as 
Christians, Muslims, Dalits (the dark-skinned 
‘‘Untouchables,’’ the aboriginal people of 
South Asia), and others. Many of us in Con-
gress have helped to expose the tyranny and 
terrorism that India has practiced against 
these groups and Dr. Aulakh has been a 
friend and an invaluable source of information 
to us. 

Sikhs are a separate nation and they ruled 
Punjab from 1710 to 1716 and again from 
1765 to 1849. They are working to reclaim 
their lost sovereignty. They face persecution 
and terror for doing so. 

Dr. Aulakh’s efforts and the support of those 
who back him have been crucial in bringing 
the Sikh struggle to the attention of the inter-
national community. He has worked with us in 
this House to the true and accurate history of 
the Sikh struggle and the struggles of other 
minorities in India. In these efforts he has 
been opposed by the Indian government, 
which has spent large amounts of money to 
counteract his efforts and spread 
disinformation. They even started a rumor on 
the Internet that he was dead. He has a tough 
job trying to achieve freedom for the Sikh Na-
tion against the opposition of the Indian gov-
ernment. 

Even in the U.S. Congress, the Indian gov-
ernment has formed the Indian Caucus, which 
has 139 members, to support India and deflect 
our attention away from the oppression and 
terror there. He has done a yeoman job in ex-
posing the brutal oppression of the Indian gov-

ernment against the Sikh Nation which has 
killed over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984. Another 
50,000 Sikhs were arrested by the police, tor-
tured, murdered, and then declared ‘‘unidenti-
fied bodies’’ and secretly cremated. He has 
brought to the attention of Congress that even 
at present, 52,268 Sikh political prisoners are 
rotting in Indian jails as political prisoners, ac-
cording to the Movement Against State Re-
pression. 

Dr. Aulakh has been tireless in promoting 
self-determination, which is the cornerstone of 
democracy. He has been a relentless advo-
cate for the cause of Sikh freedom and the 
independence of their homeland, Punjab, 
Khalistan. 

Like those of us in Congress, Dr. Aulakh 
knows and appreciates the privilege of serv-
ice. Service is essential to the Sikh religion as 
it is to all religions. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to salute Dr. Gurmit 
Singh Aulakh.

f 

STATEMENT ON KASHMIR 
VIOLENCE 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my outrage at the hideous and deplor-
able terrorist attack in the hamlet village 
Nadimarg south of Srinagar, in the Indian 
State of Jammu-Kashmir. I am deeply 
shocked and saddened by the killings. As we 
fight against terrorism in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan, we have to remember that the 
people of India deal with terrorism every single 
day. I condemn this hideous crime which rep-
resents a most despicable, inhumane act of 
terror. My feelings and thoughts are with the 
victims and their families. 

The attacks of the gunmen killed nearly half 
of the people living in the village. 24 Hindus 
known as Pandits lost their lives, including 
women and children. Most sadly, Suraj Kumar 
was killed only hours after celebrating his sec-
ond birthday. His cousin, who was age 2 as 
well, was also gunned down. 

The attack is an attempt to destroy the con-
flict resolution endeavors in the region, but vi-
olence is no path to bring peace to Kashmir. 
Although the identity of the gunmen is un-
known at this point, it is highly likely that Is-
lamic militants are involved in these actions as 
part of their efforts to expel Hindus from the 
valley. 

In fact, this is not the first time as Islamic 
militants have conducted similar attacks in the 
past leading to an exodus of Hindus from the 
region. More than 300,000 Hindus have al-
ready been forced to leave Kashmir after Is-
lamic militants commenced fighting against In-
dian rule in 1989. While many Hindus remain, 
increasing terrorist attacks have meant that 
they never truly feel completely secure. In fact, 
the Pandit families who live in Nadimarg had 
good relations with their Muslim neighbors, 
and their Muslim neighbors felt the same 
acute loss and pain that the Hindu community 
felt as well on this senseless attack. 

Last year, President Musharraf pledged to 
President Bush that he would end Islamic mili-
tant incursions in Kashmir and that he would 

terminate cross-border infiltration. Obviously, 
the Pakistani President has not kept his prom-
ise. Much more needs to be done to protect 
all communities in Jammu-Kashmir from ter-
rorism and violence. As the snow in the 
Himalayas starts to melt, and travel between 
the mountain passes becomes easier, it is 
more important than ever that President 
Musharraf redoubles his effort to control Paki-
stani incursions into India.

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND AP-
PRECIATION FOR THE PRESI-
DENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING 
IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, we 
are at war in Iraq. In the past, when our Presi-
dent has made the decision to commit to the 
use of force, the Congress has always come 
together to speak with one voice, for one pur-
pose: to support the efforts of our troops, and 
to pray for their courage, their success, and 
their safe and quick return home. 

While I have stated my own opposition in 
the past to military intervention without our al-
lies in the United Nations, and I have heard 
from thousands of constituents who shared 
those reservations about unilateral action, I 
today stand solidly behind our men and 
women in uniform. 

As the debate over whether or not to go to 
war with Iraq has been in the forefront in the 
minds of many Americans, there is one seg-
ment of our society that has been relatively 
overshadowed. Military families. For the past 
seven months, as we debated our policy in 
Iraq, I have heard from mothers and fathers, 
sisters and brothers, aunts and uncles, cous-
ins and friends, who have been concerned 
about a loved one being sent overseas to fight 
this war. They asked me, ‘‘Congressman, 
when we go to war, will you and the others 
support our troops when they are over there?’’ 
I pledged to do exactly that, and I honor that 
promise today as their loved one enters the 
dangerous phase of the war. 

More than anything, these young Americans 
need to know they have the backing of their 
fellow countrymen as they carry out their mis-
sions. As a member of the House Committee 
on Veterans Affairs, I have heard from many 
that recall their service who have recalled 
there was no greater asset to company morale 
than the knowledge that their citizens in the 
United States stood behind them. 

New Mexico has many young people that 
are currently involved in the Iraqi effort. Our 
three Air Force Bases—Cannon, Holloman, 
and Kirtland—have deployed over 1,000 per-
sonnel to the Middle East. These are not face-
less, nameless machines. These are people 
that have left loved ones behind. New Mexi-
cans are proud of these men and women, 
along with other Americans from all fifty states 
that are participating in the endeavor. 

Our prayers are with them, and we look for-
ward to their speedy success and return 
home. I have tremendous confidence in the 
men and women of our armed services to 
bring this conflict to a successful conclusion. 
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