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March 25, 2003, for morning hour de-
bates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——————

CONFISCATING AND VESTING CER-
TAIN IRAQI PROPERTY—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 108-51)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA),
and section 301 of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, | hereby re-
port that | have taken additional steps
with respect to the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990, by exercising my statu-
tory authority to confiscate and vest
certain property of the Government of
Irag and its agencies, instrumental-
ities, or controlled entities.

Consistent with section 203(a)(1)(C) of
IEEPA, 50 U.S.C. 1702(a)(1)(C), as added
by section 106 of the USA PATRIOT
ACT, Public Law 107-56, | have ordered
that certain blocked funds held in the
United States in accounts in the name
of the Government of Iraq, the Central
Bank of Iraq, Rafidain Bank, Rasheed
Bank, or the State Organization for
Marketing Oil are hereby confiscated
and vested in the Department of the
Treasury. | have made exceptions for
any such funds that are subject to the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Re-
lations or the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations, or that enjoy
equivalent privileges and immunities
under the laws of the United States,
and are or have been used for diplo-
matic or consular purposes. In addi-
tion, such amounts that, as of the date
of the order, are subject to post-judg-
ment writs of execution or attachment
in aid of execution of judgments pursu-
ant to section 201 of the Terrorism
Risk Insurance Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-297) are not being vested, provided
that, upon satisfaction of the judg-
ments on which such writs are based,
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any remainder of such excepted
amounts shall, without further action,
be confiscated and vested.

I have delegated to the Secretary of
the Treasury authority to undertake
all other action of the President and
all functions of the President set forth
in section 203(a)(1)(C) of IEEPA with
respect to any and all property of the
Government of Iraq, including its agen-
cies, instrumentalities, or controlled
entities, and to take additional steps,
including the promulgation of rules
and regulations as may be necessary to
carry out the purposes of this order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order | have issued, which is effec-
tive immediately.

I have exercised these authorities in
furtherance of Executive Orders 12722
and 12724 with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to our na-
tional security and foreign policy posed
by the policies and actions of the Gov-
ernment of Irag. | intend that such
vested property should be used to as-
sist the Iraqi people and to assist in
the reconstruction of Iraq, and have de-
termined that such use would be in the
interest of and for the benefit of the
United States.

The power to vest assets of a foreign
government with which the United
States is engaged in armed hostilities
is one that has been recognized for
many decades. This power is being used
here because it is clearly in the inter-
ests of the United States to have these
funds available for use in rebuilding
Iraq and launching that country on the
path to speedy economic recovery. In
addition, this authority is being in-
voked in a limited way, designed to
minimize harm to third parties and to
respect existing court orders as much
as possible.

GEROGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HoUsE, March 20, 2003.

————
RECONSTRUCTION

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks and include therein extra-
neous material.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, as
the Bush-Cheney-Rumsfeld war has
begun, we must now turn our attention
to the reconstruction. As we discuss
the budget today, we must keep some
facts in mind.

In a country where 60 percent of the
people are entirely dependent on the
Oil-for-Food Program run by the
United Nations, which was ended 2 days
ago, we are preparing to spend $12 bil-
lion a month bombing and $65 million
for food, water, sanitation, shelter and
health.

We have accepted full responsibility
for the people of Iraq as of this day. We
did the same for Afghanistan. We
promised back in October of 2001, Bush
and Blair said the conflict will not end,
we will not walk away as the outside
world has done before. The fact is we
spent $6.5 billion bombing Afghanistan,
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and $300 million was all we would com-
mit for the first year. Mr. Karzai was
in this country the other day begging
for aid. He got $50 million, and we told
him $35 million has to go to build a
hospital.

I will include in the RECORD an arti-
cle by George Monbiot.

A SCAR ON THE CONSCIENCE OF THE WORLD
LEFT BEHIND TO STARVE—A HUMANITARIAN DIS-

ASTER IS ENGULFING AFRICA AS CASH IS

POURED INTO THE WAR WITH IRAQ AND ITS

AFTERMATH

(By George Monbiot)

There is surely no more obvious symptom
of the corruption of western politics than the
disproportion between the money available
for sustaining life and the money available
for terminating it. We could, | think, expect
that, if they were asked to vote on the mat-
ter, most of the citizens of the rich world
would demand that their governments spend
as much on humanitarian aid as they spend
on developing new means of Killing people.
But the military-industrial complex is a
beast which becomes both fiercer and
greedier the more it is fed.

As the United States prepares to spend
some $12 billion a month on bombing the
Iraqis, it has so far offered only $65 million
to provide them with food, water, sanitation,
shelter and treatment for the injuries they
are likely to receive. A confidential U.N.
contingency plan for Iraq, which was leaked
in January, suggests that the war could ex-
pose around one million children to “risk of
death from malnutrition.” It warns that
“the collapse of essential services in lIraq
could lead to a humanitarian emergency of
proportions well beyond the capacity of U.N.
agencies and other aid organizations.”
Around 60 percent of the population is en-
tirely dependent on the oil for food pro-
gramme, administered by the lragi govern-
ment. This scheme was suspended by the
U.N. yesterday, leaving the lIraqis reliant on
foreign aid. The money pledged so far is
enough to sustain the Iraqgies for less than a
fortnight.

It is hard to believe, however, that the U.S.
Government will leave them to starve once
it has captured their country. For the weeks
or months during which Irag dominates the
news, the U.S. will be obliged to defend them
from the most immediate impacts of the in-
stitutional collapse its war will cause. After-
wards, like the people of Afghanistan, the
Iragis will be first forgotten by the media
and then deserted by those who promised to
support them.

But even before the first troops cross the
border, the impending war has caused a glob-
al humanitarian crisis. As donor countries
set aside their aid budgets to save both
themselves and the United States from em-
barrassment under the camera lights in
Baghdad, they have all but ceased to provide
money to other nations. The world, as a re-
sult, could soon be confronted by a humani-
tarian funding crisis graver than any since
the end of the Second World War.

Every year, in November, the U.N. agen-
cies which deal with disasters launch what
they call a ““‘consolidated appeal’ for each of
the countries suffering a ‘‘complex emer-
gency’. They expect to receive the money
they request by May of the following year.
The payments and promises they have ex-
tracted so far chart the collapse of inter-
national concern for the people of almost
every nation except Iraqg.

In Eritrea, for example, the drought is so
severe that the water table has fallen by ten
metres. Most of the nation’s crops have
failed and grain prices have doubled. Seventy
percent of its 3.3 million people are now clas-
sified as vulnerable to famine. The United
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