
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE536 March 20, 2003
In September 1999, after dedicating to El 

Diario-La Prensa nine of her seventeen years 
in the news media, Ms. Rosado was promoted 
to Publisher and CEO to oversee the day-to-
day operations of the entire paper. She, once 
again, became the first Latina in the U.S. to 
hold such a high-ranking post in the news-
paper-publishing world. This move provided 
her with the opportunity to cross over to the 
business and revenue side of the newspaper 
industry, a new frontier for Latinos in general 
and for women in particular. It is interesting to 
mention that her first experience as a reporter 
was at El Diario-La Prensa where she covered 
my home borough of the Bronx as well as City 
Hall, and wrote a weekly column. Ms. Rosado 
has had a diverse career in the N.Y. media, 
which includes work at radio and television 
stations, print media and public service. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Rosado is the recipient of 
several prestigious awards including an Emmy 
for her work in television. Among many trib-
utes, in March 2002, she received the NYS 
Governor’s award for Excellence- ‘‘Women 
Sustaining the American Spirit’’—in honor of 
Women’s History Month. How fitting, Mr. 
Speaker. Ms. Rosado served as a member of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s transition team. 
She serves as Director on the board of United 
Way of NYC and September 11th Fund, as 
well as in other organizations. She is a grad-
uate of Pace University, in White Pains, New 
York where she received her B.A. in jour-
nalism. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Rossana Rosado for her 
leadership and extraordinary contributions to 
the advancement of journalism and in wishing 
her continued success.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, on March 19, 
2003, during the House’s consideration of 
H.R. 97, the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention 
and Consumer Protection Act, I was recorded 
as voting ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 72, the 
substitute amendment offered by Mr. NADLER 
of New York. I should have been recorded as 
voting ‘‘nay’’ on the Nadler substitute amend-
ment.
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IMPROVING PARENTAL CHOICE 
FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT 

HON. JIM DeMINT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, today I submit 
for introduction a bill to improve education for 
children with special needs by encouraging in-
novative approaches to parental involvement 
and flexibility. 

This legislation is meant to enhance other 
reforms being proposed in the IDEA reauthor-
ization bill. Those reforms will improve special 
education by reducing the paperwork burden 
for educators, improving early intervention 

strategies, reducing misidentification of special 
needs students, and restoring trust between 
parents and districts by reducing litigation. I 
believe we must empower parents to be more 
involved in their child’s education. 

My legislation would help states create cus-
tomized education systems for children with 
special needs. Many states would like to offer 
options for children with special needs. Unfor-
tunately, the current IDEA structure does noth-
ing to promote these alternatives. This new 
legislation encourages states to research and 
develop scholarship programs for children with 
special needs, providing parents the oppor-
tunity to choose the education they see as a 
best fit for their child. 

The Improving Parental Choice bill would 
give states greater flexibility in providing for 
supplemental services. Students with special 
needs should have the flexibility to access the 
tutoring services of their choice. My bill would 
make it permissible for districts to use their 
federal IDEA reserved funds to provide greater 
opportunities for participation in outside sup-
plemental education services. Children at a 
school designated for improvement under No 
Child Left Behind would have the opportunity 
to access the support services preferred by 
their family. 

This legislation would also allow pre-school 
age children to continue education with suc-
cessful and comfortable providers. Children 
under age three currently receive special 
needs service from the provider of their 
choice. This legislation would expand the op-
tions of parents and decrease transition prob-
lems for the youngest children with disabilities 
by allowing states to expand programs that 
currently serve children ages 0–2. It would 
allow children to continue participation in their 
preferred program (including private providers) 
until age five when the child begins school. 

Children with special needs have different 
needs. They deserve education services that 
are customized for their personal needs. This 
legislation will provide parents with more re-
sources and more opportunities for their chil-
dren with disabilities.
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IMPROVING PARENTAL CHOICE 
FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT OF 2003

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, today, I join 
my colleague from South Carolina in offering 
this important legislation to improve and in-
crease the options available to parents of stu-
dents with disabilities under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act. The IDEA re-
authorization is a top priority for my Com-
mittee this year. We want to build on the suc-
cess of the No Child Left Behind Act and align 
IDEA with NCLB. 

One of our key principles for reauthorization 
is the encouragement of innovative ap-
proaches to parental involvement and parental 
choice. IDEA already contains choice, for the 
educated and the wealthy. There is no reason 
to deny millions of parents those same oppor-
tunities. We should empower all parents to ex-
pand their participation and increase knowl-
edge of their rights and responsibilities under 
the law. 

This bill would accomplish three goals: 
Encourage states to develop innovative, 

flexible choice programs for children with dis-
abilities and permitting states that have such 
programs to allow federal funds to follow the 
child based on the parents’ choice. According 
to a report by Education Week, Florida’s pio-
neering program, launched two years ago 
under Governor Jeb Bush and Lieutenant 
Governor Frank Brogan, resulted in state edu-
cation officials receiving more than 14,000 in-
quiries from parents interested in exploring 
scholarships as a means of securing the best 
education possible for their children. Federal 
law should not discourage other states from 
emulating the Florida model or from engaging 
in other innovative efforts to improve choices 
for the parents of children with special needs. 

Permit districts to use their funds under this 
Act to provide necessary accommodations (in-
cluding reasonable, additional expenses) to 
allow children with disabilities being educated 
in schools designated for improvement under 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) to participate in 
supplemental educational services. NCLB, en-
acted in 2002 with overwhelming bipartisan 
support, guarantees parents with children in 
underachieving federally-funded schools—in-
cluding children with disabilities—the right to 
obtain tutoring and other supplemental edu-
cational services for their children from pro-
viders reimbursed with their children’s share of 
federal education funds. Eligible providers in-
clude private and faith-based providers of edu-
cational services. NCLB established an impor-
tant historical precedent for the portability of 
federal Title I education funds, in which the 
money follows the child. The same principle 
should be applied to federal special education 
funds when children with special needs are 
otherwise being denied the opportunity for a 
quality education. 

Expand the options of parents and decrease 
transition problems for the youngest children 
with disabilities by allowing states to expand 
current Part C (currently ages 0–2) programs 
to children that would otherwise be partici-
pating in Section 619 (ages 3–5). Parents can 
choose for their preschooler to remain in the 
Part C program with their current providers (in-
cluding private providers) without interruption 
or transition from traditional Part C at age 3. 

School choice, particularly for children with 
disabilities, provides a constructive way to 
continue to improve public education by insist-
ing on excellence for every child. I strongly be-
lieve that parents are in the best position to 
determine where their child should be edu-
cated. We should allow all parents the right 
and the responsibility to have that choice. 

I urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure to give parents and children with disabil-
ities the choice they deserve.
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CONGRATULATING MR. JOHN 
LARSEN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate FBI Agent John 
Larsen on being named the U.S. Marshals 
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year. His 
dedication and desire to work for the cause of 
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