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sacrifice together when we do face a
mutual security threat.

Number nine. What does a war in
Iraqg do to our security on the down-
side? Because many of us believe, and |
believe, that while a war in lIrag and
the elimination of Saddam Hussein’s
rule could reduce a particular threat
that he presents, it could create great-
er threats in many other ways. | be-
lieve that in balancing those threats
there is as much potential increased
harm to the United States, in threats
to our security, as there is benefit. And
there are multiple reasons for that.
The most obvious reason is what is
happening in Iraq today, where we have
kicked Saddam Hussein out of a par-
ticular region in the northeast corner
of the country and al Qaeda has moved
in.

It is a great irony. We have seen the
sort of picture of what Iraq is going to
look like in a post-Saddam Hussein
world. Because in this corner of chaos,
where there is no state, it is like a lit-
tle Afghanistan about a decade ago.
The fundamentalist Islamic movement
has moved in and this group has now
got about 700 fighters that are group-
ing in Iraq. Not under or allied with
Saddam Hussein, but they are using
the absence, this vacancy, this vacuum
of state control to regroup and poten-
tially plan attacks against the United
States of America. By creating a cha-
otic situation in Irag, we not only in-
spire the hatred which we have heard
so many people talk about of young
Muslim folks in the Mideast, but we
will provide them a place to group,
which is in a vacuum of what used to
be Iraq.

It has been said by many people that
a war in lraq could be sort of the great
dream of Osama bin Laden. Because no
Osama bin Laden is going to bring
down the United States in his wildest
imagination. His dream is to incite a
war between the West and Muslim na-
tions. And his dream can only be ac-
complished in one possible way, and
that is if the United States acts in a
way which will prove to folks in the
Muslim nations that in their view that
we intend a colonial empire in the Mid-
dle East, which | do not believe we do.
But to them, having an occupied Mid-
east Muslim nation, occupied for po-
tentially years, and we have been in
Germany for over 50, the ramifications
of the recruiting efforts of Osama bin
Laden are obvious.

I cannot think of a single thing that
could potentially allow the regrouping
of the al Qaeda network other than a
war with Iraq, eventually. This is truly
one battle we could win but lose the
war. That is why war does not always
buy more security. Sometimes it buys
less, even if you win the first battle.
And | think we should think about
that.

Tenth. What would a largely unilat-
eral war do to America’s moral leader-
ship in the world? | will close on this
point, because | think it could be the
most important for the long-term fu-
ture of our Nation.
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I believe America is a unique country
that has a unique responsibility for
moral leadership in the world. The
world looks to us for leadership. It
looks to us for an idea of what is ac-
ceptable conduct by nations and men.
It looks to us to lead in the establish-
ment of a rules-based society, because
that is the genius of America. We have
rules here and we follow rules here.
Other countries do not. They do not
have rules they follow in a lot of coun-
tries.

Since the collapse of the Soviet Em-
pire, an empire we contained in a way
that certainly makes Saddam Hussein
look like a petty little maggot, but we
contained the Soviet Union for many,
many decades, and we should think
about that in regard to Saddam Hus-
sein. But we have this moral leader-
ship, and we wear the cloak of moral
leadership in the world, and we are
looked to all over the world for leader-
ship. The Statue of Liberty is not just
about immigration. That flame is
about leading the world in a lot of
ways, not just economically.

It is my belief that should we go it
alone, largely alone, which is the posi-
tion we are in at the moment, if there
is a lack of success developing an inter-
national coalition, which there has
been a spectacular failure at this mo-
ment, if we act without United Nations
sanctioning, we will have damaged our
ability to fulfill the destiny of America
to lead the world to a new civilization
internationally, not just along the bor-
ders of our country. That is why it is so
important for us to work with the
international community to maintain
what we have right now, which is the
admiration of the world.

Think about what has happened in
the last 12 months, where in the weeks
following September 11 the world em-
braced us. There were headlines around
the world in various newspapers. We
were all Americans. Think how far that
has changed because of the reaction
against the United States and this ad-
ministration acting so cavalierly in
certain regards. It is disappointing.

But we can regain this. We can re-
gain our position. We can continue to
keep this tyrant in his box. We can

build an international coalition. We
can succeed in these inspections. We
can continue our no-fly zone. We
should continue to work with the

international community. And in the
days ahead, we hope that the President
will listen to the American people and
the voices from around the world in
doing that, because that is America’s
destiny.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. DEGETTE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of a fam-
ily emergency.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas) to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZzI0, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McDEeErmMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. TANCREDO) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. RENzI, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. TANCREDO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HENSARLING, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-

rial:)

Mr. NEY, for 5 minutes, today.
——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I move

that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 p.m.), under its previous
order, the House adjourned until Mon-
day, March 17, 2003, at noon.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1130. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Payments for Cattle and Other Prop-
erty Because of Tuberculosis [Docket No. 00-
105-2] (RIN: 0579-AB36) received March 7, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

1131. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Unshu Oranges From Honshu Island,
Japan [Docket No. 02-108-1] received March 7,
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

1132. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy Associate Administrator, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting the
Agency’s final rule — Aluminum tris (O-
ethylphosphonate); Pesticide  Tolerance
[OPP-2002-0348; FRL-7292-6] received March 6,
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

1133. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy Associate Administrator, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, transmitting the
Agency’s final rule — 1,3 Benzene
Dicarboxylic Acid, 5-Sulfo-, 1,3-Dimethyl
Ester, Sodium Salt, Polymer with 1,3-Ben-
zene Dicarboxylic Acid, 1,4-Benzene
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