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Madam Speaker, H. Res. 19 would 

designate Room 236 in the House of 
Representatives as the Richard K. 
Armey Room. H–236 is located in the 
Capitol and currently serves as a meet-
ing room. 

Mr. Armey retired at the end of the 
107th Congress after serving 18 years in 
the House. He was born in Cando, 
North Dakota, in 1940. After graduating 
from the local high school, he attended 
Jamestown College in Jamestown, 
North Dakota. He received his Master’s 
Degree from the University of North 
Dakota and his Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. 

Mr. Armey taught for many years, 
holding positions at the University of 
Montana, West Texas State University, 
Austin College and North Texas State 
University. While at North Texas 
State, he was the Chairman of the Eco-
nomics Department for 6 years. 

In 1992, Congressman Armey became 
the chairman of the House Republican 
Conference, and in 1994 he became the 
majority leader. 

Designating this room in the Capitol 
is an appropriate recognition of Con-
gressman Armey’s civic contributions 
and his dedicated public service.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE). 

Mr. NUSSLE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from Texas for 
yielding me time. 

Madam Speaker, this is a great pleas-
ure for me. This is my resolution, and 
I cannot think of a prouder resolution 
and a more meaningful one to me to 
bring forward than this resolution here 
today. 

A person’s work here in Congress 
speaks much louder than rooms that 
are named after them or statues that 
may collect dust in the hallways. It is 
right and fitting and appropriate that 
we name this room after Dick Armey, 
but I can tell you that the Dick Armey 
I know cares very little about what 
room is named after him. He cares 
much more about the legacy he has left 
for his children and grandchildren and 
this great country we call America. 

Some would say that the beauty of 
our democracy is that when somebody 
leaves the United States Congress they 
are quickly forgotten. In some respects 
that is sad, because we have some great 
Members who come through our body 
on both sides of the aisle, Members who 
go on to bigger and better things, some 
might say in the United States Senate 
or the other body as we refer to it, 
maybe down in the administration, 
maybe they go home and raise their 
family, open a business, teach school, 
whatever it might be. But the beauty 
of our system and our democracy real-
ly does lie in the fact that it is we the 
people, and that while one great Mem-
ber passes, a new great Member can 
hopefully fill those shoes as we move 
forward. 

Dick Armey speaks often about 
something very simple that I happen to 

believe is very profound. ‘‘Freedom 
works’’ is a slogan that he has coined, 
to some extent. It is a long way of say-
ing we hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal 
and endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inalienable rights, that of life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness. 

It took a long sentence to get that 
out back in 1776, but today we can say 
it very simply as freedom works; free-
dom works in America, freedom works 
in our economy, freedom works in our 
workplace. Freedom may even work in 
Iraq. Freedom works in a lot of places, 
in a lot of places that we call America, 
and Dick Armey has helped bring free-
dom to our country. 

It is an unusual procedure to bring a 
resolution to the floor to name any-
thing in the United States Capitol. We 
do so only under very unusual cir-
cumstances. If you walk through the 
halls, you will find many great leaders 
with their name on the door. I believe 
it is appropriate that we take a pause 
today and name a room. But the name 
that I think that Dick Armey would 
find most appropriate on any room in 
this Capitol would be freedom. 

The nice thing about this is that 
while I introduced this resolution, I did 
so with the full support of the Speaker 
of the House. I talked to him first, be-
cause you do not name rooms in the 
Capitol without talking to the Speak-
er. I also know I have the support of 
my entire conference. But what is even 
more enjoyable is to know we have the 
support of both sides of the aisle. 
Democrats who may have disagreed 
with Dick Armey during his term had 
an enormous amount of respect for 
him, even though there was disagree-
ment oftentimes, and that is true, I 
think, for many leaders that Repub-
licans look to on the Democratic side 
as well. 

This is a bipartisan resolution. 
Former leader Armey is here in the 
Chamber today. I just want to say to 
my friend that this is as meaningful a 
public gesture as we can make, and we 
mean it with as much heartfelt wishes 
for you and your wife Susan, and the 
recognition that what you have done 
here has not been forgotten. Even 
though freedom works, our country 
continues, our democracy will flourish, 
and the Congress will continue to hope-
fully do good things that you will find 
enjoyable to watch from your new 
chair and your new seat. 

Thank you very much for your serv-
ice. We look forward to the oppor-
tunity when we can unveil this room 
some time in the near future. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself 1 minute. 

Madam Speaker, the gentleman from 
Iowa is quite correct that it is hard to 
leave a legacy. The majority leader 
himself pointed out how service in this 
body does take a fair amount from 
one’s family and one’s time with one’s 

family. I am aware of the fact that the 
retiring majority leader is expecting 
two grandchildren next month, and 
what a wonderful legacy it will be for 
those children when they visit the Cap-
itol in years to come, to visit Room 
236, the Richard K. Armey Room.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 19. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

f 

b 1832 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. FLAKE) at 6 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 441, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Con. Res. 77, by the yeas and nays; 

and 
H. Res. 19, by the yeas and nays. 
Proceedings on H. Res. 122 and H. 

Con. Res. 85 will be postponed until to-
morrow. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes. 

f 

OBSERVER STATUS FOR TAIWAN 
AT WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
IN MAY 2003 IN GENEVA, SWIT-
ZERLAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill, 
H.R. 441. 
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