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discount card. That is not a prescrip-
tion drug benefit.

So for those seniors who leave and
join an HMO, lose the choice of their
doctors, lose the choice of their phar-
macy, lose the choice of their drugs;
for those seniors, they will get a pre-
scription drug benefit of minimal cov-
erage, of minimal coverage. When the
HMO goes bankrupt or refuses to see
them, they will come back and they
will not have their drug coverage.

He wants to make whether or not
your drugs are covered based on where
you get your health care as opposed to
what your illness is, as opposed to what
the doctor says you need, as opposed to
what all of the indices say you might
need for a particular illness. His deter-
mination is whether or not you are in
Medicare.

That simply does not comport with
the health care needs of America’s sen-
iors. America’s seniors today need pre-
scription drugs, just as they need cov-
erage for doctors’ visits, for surgery,
for outpatient and inpatient care. It is
part of the continuum of health care.

The President should not, the Presi-
dent should not do a bait and switch
with America’s seniors so that they
can get a prescription drug benefit.
Every Medicare beneficiary should be
covered for prescription drugs, and
that is what the Democratic bill does
that was introduced today.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 2 p.m.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CULBERSON) at 2 p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Reverend Norris A. Keirn, Na-
tional Chaplain, the American Legion,
offered the following prayer:

Eternal Father, You have been our
shield and strength from the birth of
our Nation to this present day. Our
homeland has been preserved in the
palm of Your hand. By inspiration of
Your Holy Spirit, we have continu-
ously moved to develop a more perfect
union that would mirror Your divine
purpose.

Through Your guidance these rep-
resentatives have been raised to make
laws and direct efforts for the enduring
betterment of the peoples of this Na-
tion and world. Grant great wisdom so
that Your righteous purposes would be
fulfilled. Afford each one the strength
of will to be diligent dispensers of
truth and justice. Bless them with soli-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

darity that transcends personal views
and political affiliations. Grant a bi-
partisan unity that would bring You
glory.

Bless also those who defend this de-
mocracy and place themselves in
harm’s way. Dispatch Your angels to
protect and to bring them home with
victory over the evil forces that would
attempt to destroy freedom. Enable
them to break the bondages of oppres-
sion as You have so graciously granted
in the past.

In the name of the Lord we pray.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). The Chair has examined
the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREU-
TER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BEREUTER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise hon-
ored to wear the special scarf today to
highlight the global fight to stop vio-
lence against women.

We know that women account for 85
percent of the victims of domestic vio-
lence, but only half of all female vic-
tims of violence report an injury, and
of those, only 20 percent seek medical
assistance.

I will shortly be reintroducing legis-
lation to provide women over 18 with
domestic violence screening and treat-
ment services. Routine screening by a
health care provider for domestic vio-
lence would unlock options a woman
might not otherwise pursue and allow
her to see that shelter and advocacy
services may be useful to her.

Mr. Speaker, this year, Lifetime Tel-
evision recognizes the importance of
including men in the dialogue to com-
bat violence. This is critical.

I encourage my colleagues to partici-
pate in the week’s events and reiterate
the need for fathers, coaches and other
male role models to teach boys early
and teach them often that there is no
place for violence in a relationship.

—

SIMPLIFIED FAMILY CREDIT

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, in the
coming weeks | intend to introduce a
bill to create the simplified family
credit, real tax relief for working fami-
lies with children. My proposal would
help grow the economy, simplify the
IRS code by merging an array of tax
benefits, the earned income tax credit
with approximately 4.3 million families
eligible Americans, including 1.7 fami-
lies with children, who, today, do not
get, because of the complexity of the
code, the child tax credit, the addi-
tional child credit, and the dependent
exemption into a single credit, thereby
shrinking well over 2,000 pages of the
IRS Tax Code down to 12 easy ques-
tions.

This would also go a long way toward
significantly reducing the marriage
penalty, rewarding work and making
the Tax Code more child friendly. Re-
gardless of what political party we
come from, we should all agree that
these goals and that the Tax Code
ought to reflect these values.

Despite the prospect of a war with
Iraq, a stubborn recession, 2 million
more unemployed Americans, urgent
health care needs for the additional 4
million American that are without
health care, we insist on debating a tax
cut for the wealthiest in this country
rather than focusing on those who need
it most. A simplified credit in contrast
is less, and far more responsive to the
needs of working families.

———
PERMANENT PEACE

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion seems to be stumbling not just to-
ward war with lrag, but permanent
war. We cannot end terror with bullets
alone. If so, when do we stop shooting?
When we find bin Laden? When we find
Saddam? Or is there no end to war?

Instead, we should be talking about a
permanent peace. We should be asking
how to sustain societies before they
crumble instead of asking how to de-
stroy those that have already lost their
way.

We should be asking how to educate
children so they do not become terror-
ists instead of asking how we are going
to kill those children once they do be-
come terrorists.

We should be asking how to strength-
en the United Nations instead of
threatening to make it irrelevant.

As a Nation, we must emphasize find-
ing alternatives to war. It is a matter
of priorities.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings on
motions to suspend the rules on which
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