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Dr. Chawla was a member of the West
Valley Flying Club in Palo Alto who
loved doing aerial acrobatics over the
Bay Area.

She leaves behind her husband.

COL Ilan Ramon was a bona fide
combat hero in Israel, flying missions
in the Yom Kippur War in 1973, and the
Lebanon war in 1982.

In recent days, he lifted the spirits of
his country, becoming a national hero
as the first Israeli in space.

As a pilot, Colonel Ramon clocked
more than 4,000 hours in combat air-
craft, and was an F-16 squadron com-
mander.

Aboard the Columbia, one of Ramon’s
scientific experiments involved track-
ing sandstorms in the Sahara Desert,
and studying their impact on climate
and environment.

He leaves behind his wife and four
children.

Each of the astronauts knew the
risks involved in space flight. But they
took those risks willingly in order to
follow their dreams, knowing that
their mission was a noble one of
science and discovery.

What remains for us, as a nation, is
to determine the cause of this tragedy,
make adjustments so that it will not
happen again, and continue the explo-
ration of space.

NASA Administrator Sean O’Keefe
has already assigned several internal
units to investigate the loss of the Co-
lumbia, including a ‘““Mishap Response
Team’ and a ‘“‘Contingency Action
Team.”

In addition, Administrator O’Keefe
announced the formation of an inde-
pendent board led by Harold W.
Gehman, who cochaired the probe of
the October 2000 terrorist attack on the
USS Cole in Yemen.

| think that the way NASA has acted
in the past few days is a marked im-
provement to the way the investiga-
tion into the 1986 Challenger explosion
was handled.

Information has been disseminated
quickly, which gives me hope that a
fair and prompt investigation will
yield the causes for the loss of the Co-
lumbia.

The space program must continue.
The American legacy is filled with sto-
ries of exploration, and the desire to
push new frontiers to the limit.

There is so much to learn from space.
This tragedy will not stifle the desire
to acquire all the potential knowledge
we could gain as a country, and as a
planet, from exploration beyond Earth.

The risks, however, will always be
present. In a way, space exploration
means continually breaking new
ground, and taking those risks.

The hardest part of these losses, is
the human loss. The astronauts aboard
the Columbia were men and women at
their prime. They put their hearts and
souls into this mission, were the best
and brightest of their peers, and still
this catastrophe befell them.

My heart goes out to the families
that the crew of the Space Shuttle Co-
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lumbia left behind. As we search for the
reasons this tragedy occurred, it can-
not be forgotten that each member was
a son or daughter, a mother or father,
a brother or sister, a dear friend. The
thoughts and prayers of the American
people, and of the world, are with them
as they endure the pain of this loss.

The crew of the Space Shuttle Colum-
bia embodied the human desire to ex-
plore, to reach, and to dream. Their
courage, idealism, and enthusiasm for
discovery are hallmarks of the Amer-
ican spirit which should be remem-
bered and celebrated, even as we grieve
their loss.

(At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)
® Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, twice
now we have witnessed the horror of
vapor trails separating in the sky.

Twice now we have gazed in shock at
photographs of the optimistic faces of
seven young heroes, captured as they
stood at the brink of one of mankind’s
greatest adventures.

Twice now we have endured the loss
of a space shuttle and its valiant crew:
First, Challenger on January 28, 1986, at
the start of a landmark voyage dedi-
cated to teaching a new generation
about space. Now, 17 years and 4 days
later, Columbia on February 1, 2003, at
the conclusion of a successful scientific
mission.

Both incidents remind us that space
exploration is fraught with risk, but
also with limitless possibility. Even as
we mourn the loss of Columbia’s crew of
seven brave heroes, including the first
astronaut from Israel, we must rededi-
cate ourselves to continuing to pursue
knowledge of the heavens and the bene-
fits we derive from our research.

We in Florida feel the losses most in-
tensely. My State is home to the Ken-
nedy Space Center and thousands of
the dedicated professionals who work
for NASA as well as its contractors.
Floridians consider ourselves part of
the special family that makes up the
space program. We launched the Colum-
bia on its 16-day mission, and we were
ready to welcome her crew home.

Now, Floridians are firm in our belief
that, just as we did in the 1980s, we
must fully explore the causes of Satur-
day’s disaster. We must identify what
went wrong and fix it. We must ensure
the safety of the remaining three orbit-
ers and future astronauts.

But then we recommit ourselves to
returning to space, to resuming
launches, to continuing to build the
International Space Station, and to
forging ahead with missions to Mars
and other planets.

We are already hearing cautious
voices calling for spacecraft to be pi-
loted by robots, or even insisting that
no new money be spent on space. | say
that is wrong. On May 25, 1961, when
President John F. Kennedy declared it
a national goal to land a man on the
Moon, he did so with these words: “If
we are to go only half way, or reduce
our sights in the face of difficulty, in
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my judgment it would be better not to
go at all.”

In the spirit of John Glenn, Neil
Armstrong, and our other space pio-
neers, astronauts must once again be
sent soaring through the Earth’s at-
mosphere to explore and discover.e

——
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, Sen-
ate Standing Rule XXVI requires each
committee to adopt rules to govern the
procedures of that committee and to
publish those rules in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD not later than March 1
of the first year of each Congress. On
January 29, 2003, the Committee on In-
dian Affairs held a business meeting
during which the members of the com-
mittee unanimously adopted rules to
govern the procedures of the Com-
mittee. Consistent with Standing Rule
XXVI, | ask unanimous consent to
have printed in the RECORD a copy of
the Rules of the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate,
Senate Resolution 4, and the provisions of
the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946,
as amended by the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1970, to the extent the provisions
of such Act are applicable to the Committee
on Indian Affairs and supplemented by these
rules, are adopted as the rules of the Com-
mittee.

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 2. The Committee shall meet on the
first Tuesday of each month while the Con-
gress is in session for the purpose of con-
ducting business, unless for the convenience
of the Members, the Chairman shall set some
other day for a meeting. Additional meetings
may be called by the Chairman as he may
deem necessary.

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Rule 3. Hearings and business meetings of
the Committee shall be open to the public
except when the Chairman by a majority
vote orders a closed hearing or meeting.

HEARING PROCEDURE

Rule 4(a). Public notice shall be given of
the date, place and subject matter of any
hearing to be held by the Committee at least
one week in advance of such hearing unless
the Chairman of the Committee determines
that the hearing is noncontroversial or that
special circumstances require expedited pro-
cedures and a majority of the Committee in-
volved concurs. In no case shall a hearing be
conducted with less than 24 hours notice.

(b). Each witness who is to appear before
the Committee shall file with the Com-
mittee, at least 72 hours in advance of the
hearing, an original, printed version of his or
her written testimony. In addition, each wit-
ness shall provide an electronic copy of the
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