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each semester. It was a personal way of
telling us that she cared about us and
wanted to share her home and talents
with us.

She was a superb teacher. She taught
students about biology, but perhaps
more importantly she taught them
about living and loving. Because of the
real interest she had in each student,
she was a powerful influence for good
in each one’s life.

Teachers are very important people.
Many have touched my life in signifi-
cant ways. Those special teachers who
have a real passion for truth and excel-
lence, and who care deeply about their
subjects and their students are the
ones who change lives—and change
them for the better. Dr. Mary Jane
Brannon was one of those. She saw the
world clearly, spoke quickly and frank-
ly (when one speaks the truth there is
less need to hesitate), and strongly de-
sired that her students live lives dedi-
cated to excellence. Those who studied
under her could not be unaffected. In-
deed, she inspired students who were
not her students. She was more than a
teacher, she was a force for learning
and right living.

Her former students remember her
with gratitude, admiration and love.®

————————

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL BIBLE
WEEK

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to join the National Bible
Association in celebrating one of the
most important pieces of literature in
human history: the Bible. As Senate
co-chair of National Bible Week 2002, it
is my honor to participate in a nation-
wide recognition of the Bible’s impor-
tance in our daily lives. From Novem-
ber 24 through December 1, commu-
nities and churches across America
will take part in this tradition by read-
ing and reflecting on the Bible’s teach-
ings and how they can help us to lead
better lives.

This week of Biblical awareness is
something that those whose faiths are
based in Judeo-Christian belief can ap-
preciate. But National Bible Week is
also an opportunity for Americans of
all religious backgrounds to experience
the benefits of Bible study. Just as
America’s students read the Constitu-
tion of the United States and examine
the laws that govern our social behav-
ior, so should everyone read the Bible
and consider the traditions and lessons
that have come to govern our moral be-
havior. The ethical guidelines that the
Bible provides for us have, in large
part, built the moral basis of the West-
ern world and its governments. Fur-
thermore, the notions of right and
wrong, of good and bad, and the prin-
ciples we teach our children are illus-
trated by the Bible’s stories. Through
this book, God’s word gives us a com-
plete set of simple rules to follow to
lead a virtuous life.

National Bible Week encourages the
country to make time, over the course
of 8 days, for returning to the source of
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their religious beliefs. In this way, a
nationwide look at the Bible serves to
bring people of different sects and
schools together. It allows us to recog-
nize the common text we all share, re-
gardless of denomination or church,
and lays down a standard of conduct
and piety that applies to everyone
without discrimination.

As a practicing Catholic, I carry
God’s word in my heart every day and,
for me, the Bible is a source of strength
and comfort. In my own behavior, with
my family, and in my work, I rely on
God’s message to guide me. It is my
hope that those who may have put the
Bible aside will open themselves up to
National Bible Week as a chance to
reread such an important text, for be-
lievers and nonbelievers alike.

National Bible Week 2002 will be in-
augurated in New York with a kickoff
luncheon to raise funds for the Na-
tional Bible Association, an organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting daily Bible
reading. I congratulate this group’s ef-
forts to encourage better Biblical un-
derstanding and to draw people of faith
towards common ground for a clearer,
more universal understanding of the
Bible’s lessons and God’s word.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the PRE-
SIDING OFFICER laid before the Sen-
ate messages from the President of the
United States submitting sundry nomi-
nations which referred to the appro-
priate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

REPORT DOCUMENTING THE
STATE OF SMALL BUSINESS AT
THE END OF THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY—PM 121

The Presiding Officer laid before the
Senate the following message from the
President of the United States, to-
gether with an accompanying report;
which was referred to the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship:

To the Congress of the United States:

This report documents the state of
small business at the end of the 20th
century. Small businesses have always
been the backbone of our economy. The
perennially account for most innova-
tion and job creation. Small businesses
have sustained the economy when it is
robust and growing as well as in weak-
er times when small businesses have
put the economy back on the track to
long-term growth.

We must work together to give small
businesses an environment in which
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they can thrive. Small businesses are
disproportionately affected by Govern-
ment regulations and paperwork, and I
am committed to reducing this burden.
We should regulate only where there is
a real need, fully justified through rig-
orous cost-benefit analysis and clear
legal authority. And when Government
must regulate, it must adopt common-
sense approaches. Regulations work
best when agencies anticipate and ana-
lyze the effects of their proposals on
small firms. Rules need to reflect the
ability of small businesses to comply.

Another barrier to unleashing the
full potential of small business is our
tax code. I am committed to reducing
taxes for all Americans—especially
small businesses. We must eliminate
permanently the estate tax, which so
often has spelled the death of the busi-
ness and the jobs of its employees after
the death of its founder. Our tax code
should encourage investment in small
businesses, and particularly in new and
growing businesses. Because the inno-
vations that drive tomorrow’s economy
come from entrepreneurial small busi-
nesses today, we must help them enter
the marketplace, not impede them be-
fore they get there. Above all, small
businesses need a tax code that is un-
derstandable and stable. Fairness, sim-
plicity, transparency, and account-
ability should be our goals, and I am
committed to this end.

Small business embodies so much of
what America is all about. Self-reli-
ance, hard work, innovation, the cour-
age to take risks for future growth:
theses are values that have served our
Nation well since its very beginning.
They are values to be passed on from
generation to generation. We must en-
sure that our small businesses continue
to thrive and prosper, not just for their
own sakes, but for all of us.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 19, 2002.

————

REPORT ENTITLED ANNUAL RE-
PORT OF THE RAILROAD RE-
TIREMENT BOARD FOR THE FIS-
CAL YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER
30, 2001—PM 122

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

To The Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the Annual Re-
port of the Railroad Retirement Board
presented for forwarding to you for the
fiscal year ended September 30, 2001,
pursuant to the provisions of section
T(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act
and section 12(1) of the Railroad Unem-
ployment Insurance Act.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 19, 2002.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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