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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 
SONNY CALLAHAN

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, after nine 
terms and 18 years in this chamber, Con-
gressman SONNY CALLAHAN of Alabama’s First 
District is saying goodbye to this institution 
and will retire to life along the Dog River on 
the beautiful Alabama Gulf Coast. 

SONNY certainly deserves a chance to enjoy 
life with his family, but I don’t mind telling you 
that I will miss him. When I came to Wash-
ington ten years ago, I looked to SONNY for 
guidance as I sought to run my office and 
seek committee assignments. I leaned on him 
pretty heavy in my early days up here and I 
will be forever grateful for his sound advice. 

SONNY’s reputation of fairness to all is re-
spected and admired on both sides of the 
aisle and his garnered him plenty of friends of 
all political stripes. A good example of this 
was the close friendship he had with the late 
Rep. Joe Moakley. Politically, they were a 
world apart, but you could not find two better 
friends and I personally enjoyed their company 
at dinner on many an evening after we con-
cluded legislative business. 

For those of us in the Alabama delegation, 
SONNY has been an invaluable ally in obtain-
ing vital federal project funding for our dis-
tricts. His chairmanship of the House Appro-
priations Energy and Water Subcommittee has 
been beneficial to our state. 

I personally owe him a debt of gratitude for 
his help in securing Army Corps funds to re-
build a life-saving levee residents in the flood-
prone town Elba in my congressional district. 
SONNY was always there for us, no matter our 
personal politics and he never failed to put the 
needs of Alabama first. 

SONNY’s impact was not only felt in Ala-
bama, but also in the Oval Office, where he 
was continually leaned upon for support of for-
eign operations funding. As past chairman of 
House Appropriations Foreign Operations sub-
committee, SONNY helped to shape America’s 
foreign aid budget and to some degree our 
foreign policy. For that reason, it was not un-
common to find as many dignitaries in his of-
fice as constituents from Mobile. 

For many up here, such power and respon-
sibility would go to their heads. But not 
SONNY’s. He was a cardinal, but foremost he 
was and is a gentleman, a statesman, and a 
very good friend. 

I want to thank SONNY for his exemplary 
service to this House, to Alabama and to 
America. We’re going to miss him.

THANKING MY STAFF

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, as I leave the 
Congress for the last time, I want to especially 
thank the many staff who have worked so 
hard for me over these last 20 years that I 
have been privileged to serve the people of 
the 17th District of Pennsylvania. 

But I want to especially thank my chief of 
staff, Allan Cagnoli. Allan has worked his en-
tire career for the people of central Pennsyl-
vania. Low pay, long hours, incredible stress 
and responsibilities are the hallmark burdens 
of all legislative staff. But Allan Cagnoli was 
and is one of the best of the best. He kept my 
Washington, DC, and district staff and offices 
running smoothly and efficiently, even under 
the most difficult of times. Whether it was 
serving in the minority party in the 1980s, 
dealing with the Clinton Impeachment in which 
I was a House Manager, or spending the last 
5 years working for passage of my bankruptcy 
reform legislation or any of the several hun-
dred other measures I introduced or projects I 
undertook, Allan was there. He was there 
through thick and thin. And we all know how 
thin it can get around here. 

For the past 25 years I and the people of 
central Pennsylvania and the Nation have 
been lucky to have a trusted, competent, and 
intelligent aide like Allan Cagnoli. Regardless 
of what he does in the future, be it to remain 
here in Washington, DC, to further the cause 
of good government and a better America, or 
return to his home in Hershey, PA, to help 
where it is needed, I will always treasure and 
thank him and all my staff, both current and 
past, for their service to me and to our great 
country.

f

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT MICHAEL 
HERNANDEZ

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great 
honor to pay tribute today to a man who has 
embodied the spirit of the state of Colorado 
through his life-long dedication to serving his 
state. A member of the Colorado State Legis-
lature, the hard work and dedication of Robert 
Michael Hernandez, known as Rob, is a testa-
ment to the Western pride and character of 
my state and its citizens. Rob is now leaving 
the Colorado State Legislature after selflessly 
serving since 1991, and I can think of no bet-
ter way to celebrate Rob’s retirement than to 
honor his many achievements before this body 
of Congress and this nation.

Born in Pueblo, Colorado, and educated in 
Denver, Rob not only experienced the best the 

state has to offer but also has been inspired 
to give back to the state and its people. He 
has served in both the House and the Senate 
as both an appointee and an elected official. 
During his time in the State legislature he 
served on countless committees and dedi-
cated countless hours to improving the lives of 
Coloradans. Most notably he has served as 
chair of the Health Committee, a member of 
the Appropriations, Judiciary, and the Children 
and Family and Environmental Committees. 
He has passionately approached the issues of 
juvenile crime prevention and intervention, 
senior citizens issues, housing, and education.

Rob’s dedication and hard work is appre-
ciated by his colleagues and he will surely be 
missed in his absence. Robert Michael Her-
nandez has given his time and his energy to 
bettering the State of Colorado and it is this 
dedication and hard work that I wish to bring 
to the attention of this body of Congress. His 
service as a civil servant serves as a true ex-
ample for the people of Colorado and indeed 
the entire nation. Thank you Rob for all that 
you have done and good luck in your future 
endeavors.

f

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES 
(JIM) C. BENFIELD

HON. JIM KOLBE 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2002

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sorrow that I rise today to offer my condo-
lences to the family and friends of James 
(Jim) C. Benfield, who passed away on No-
vember 2, 2002. I would ask for unanimous 
consent that his obituary appearing in the 
Washington Post on November 3 be included 
in the RECORD. 

For over 12 years, I have worked closely 
with Jim on an issue that I have spearheaded, 
and I have been consistently impressed with 
his selfless and tireless advocacy. His ability 
to organize diverse grassroots coalitions and 
deal honestly with me and my colleagues im-
pressed me beyond words. His efforts and 
ethics will be remembered and we will long 
recognize the trails he blazed on behalf of his 
clients, his community, and the underprivi-
leged that he served in his spare time. 

I have had a picture that Jim took hanging 
in my office for many years. It is a photo of 
the Statute of Freedom being lifted from the 
Capitol dome as that she could be refur-
bished. What an appropriate subject. Jim 
loved and appreciated the institution she over-
sees. He strived to see issues and seek solu-
tions from an elevated viewpoint like she 
does. Moreover, he embraced everyone like 
she symbolically does. 

I will miss my friend Jim. Please join me in 
expressing the condolences of the House to 
his family.

[From the Washington Post, Nov. 3, 2002] 
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