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against terrorist acts at affordable costs, with
taxpayer liability protection. As a result, this
Member urges his colleagues to support the
conference report of H.R. 3210.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the con-
ference report.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the conference report.

The conference report was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill, H.R. 3758.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4628,
INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2003

Mr. GIBBONS submitted the con-
ference report and statement on the
bill (H.R. 4628) to authorize appropria-
tions for the fiscal year 2003 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government,
the Community Management Account,
and the Central Intelligence Agency
Retirement and Disability System, and
for other purposes.

——
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 1214,
MARITIME TRANSPORTATION SE-
CURITY ACT OF 2002

Mr. LOBIONDO. Pursuant to House
Resolution 605, I call up the conference
report on the Senate bill (S. 1214) to
amend the Merchant Marine Act, 1936,
to establish a program to ensure great-
er security for United States seaports,
and for other purposes, and ask for its
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 605, the con-
ference report is considered as having
been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
November 13, 2002, at page H8561.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
LOBIONDO) and the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. BROWN) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. LOBIONDO).

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the Maritime Transportation Secu-
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rity Act of 2002. I would first like to
thank the members of the conference
committee who have provided the lead-
ership and vision to create this land-
mark legislation, especially the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Chairman
YOUNG), the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr.
OBERSTAR), Senator HOLLINGS, and
Senator McCAIN and Senator LOTT.

The Maritime Transportation Secu-
rity Act of 2002 establishes a com-
prehensive national system to increase
transportation security for our ports
and waterways. This legislation was
developed to prevent a terrorist attack
along our Nation’s largest and perhaps
most vulnerable border, consisting of
95,000 miles of coastline with hundreds
of ports. The United States maritime
industry contributes $742 billion to the
gross domestic product each year, and
a ripple effect of an attack on an Amer-
ican port would be absolutely dev-
astating.

The goal of S. 1214 is to deter ter-
rorist attacks against ocean shipping
without adversely affecting the flow of
U.S. commerce through our ports.
Striking this balance has been a key
and essential element of my approach
to this issue, and I believe that this bill
achieves this goal.

S. 1214 requires the Coast Guard to
conduct vulnerability assessments of
our United States ports. The results of
the assessments will be used to imple-
ment a national maritime transpor-
tation security planning system, con-
sisting of a comprehensive national
plan, specific area plans, and local ves-
sel and marine facility plans.

S. 1214 also establishes a requirement
for the Coast Guard to assess the effec-
tiveness of security systems in certain
foreign ports and to deny entry to ves-
sels from ports that do not maintain
effective security. Under S. 1214 indi-
viduals who enter secure areas on ves-
sels or facilities will be required to
have background checks and transpor-
tation security cards that will be
issued by the Federal Government.

The Maritime Transportation Secu-
rity Act authorizes grants for enhanced
facilities security at U.S. ports for the
next 6 fiscal years. These grants will
help cover the costs of port security
improvements and fund research and
development projects to determine
which technologies will best improve
port security.

I have personally visited ports lo-
cated in and around my home State of
New Jersey and have seen the security
challenges facing these facilities. Se-
curing our ports is a critical Federal
responsibility and the grant program is
helping ports around America increase
security and deter any would-be
attackers.

Shipping containers are particularly
adaptable to use by a terrorist, and S.
1214 contains several provisions to im-
prove the securities of our containers.
The bill requires the Secretary of the
Department in which the Coast Guard
is operating to maintain a cargo track-
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ing, identification and screening sys-
tem for shipping containers shipped to
and from the United States.

Finally, the bill requires the estab-
lishment of performance standards to
enhance the physical security of ship-
ping containers, including standards
for container seals and locks.

Mr. Speaker, this bill contains other
important security enhancements con-
cerning enhanced vessel crew member
identification, Coast Guard sea mar-
shals and vessel transponders to track
the movement of vessels in United
States waters.

Equally significant, the bill contains
several additional security enhance-
ments and other Coast Guard provi-
sions previously passed by the House.
The Coast Guard, as one of the Nation’s
five armed services, has a key role in
homeland security, particularly as it
relates to port security and defense
readiness. These provisions strengthen
the authority of the Coast Guard to
confront the terrorist threat facing us
today. Strong maritime homeland se-
curity requires a strong Coast Guard
with the resources it needs to protect
the country from a terrorist attack.

During my chairmanship of the Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Mari-
time Transportation, I have long said
that the Coast Guard needs three
things, essentially, to be successful:
More money, more manpower, and
more modern assets. Fortunately, this
measure addresses all three needs and
will help the Coast Guard to keep serv-
ing America both proudly and success-
fully. The bill authorizes expenditures
for the United States Coast Guard for
fiscal year 2003. Title V of the bill au-
thorizes approximately $6 billion for
Coast Guard programs and operations
for fiscal year 2003. The bill funds the
Coast Guard at levels requested by the
President of the United States. An in-
jection of $5650 million in additional op-
erating resources will also allow the
Coast Guard to address chronic budget
shortfalls. The bill fully embraces the
President’s call for an additional 2,000
Coast Guard personnel.

Many of the Coast Guard’s most ur-
gent needs are similar to those experi-
enced by the Department of Defense,
including spare parts shortages and
personnel training deficits. Title V au-
thorizes $7256 million for Coast Guard
acquisitions. This funding will help
support the recapitalization of the
Coast Guard’s vital assets, especially
the Coast Guard’s deep water program,
which is so long overdue.

Immediately following the events of
September 11, 2001, the Coast Guard
launched the largest home port secu-
rity operation since World War II. And
as part of operation Noble Eagle and
Operation Enduring Freedom, the
Coast Guard established ports and
coast line patrols with 55 cutters, 42
aircraft, and hundreds of small boats.
Over 2,800 Coast Guard reservists were
called to active duty to support mari-
time homeland security operations in
350 of our Nation’s ports. The Coast
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