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dedicated themselves to continuing their own
education in an effort to improve the quality of
the education they provide to our region’s stu-
dents.

————
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend a dedicated Pastor and
leader in my district as he celebrates his fif-
teenth Pastor's Appreciation Day on October
6th, 2002.

Pastor Paul Golatt, Jr. is the Pastor of Mac-
edonia Church of God in Christ and the Su-
perintendent of the North Miami District of the
Church of God in Christ. He also serves his
community as an employee for the United
States Postal Service.

Pastor Paul Golatt, Jr. was ordained by
Bishop Jacob Cohen in Fort Pierce, Florida
during the Jurisdictional Holy Convocation in
1969. After many sermonettes, faithful serv-
ices and training under the leadership of the
late Pastor Paul Golatt Sr., he was appointed
the first Assistant Pastor of the Macedonia
Church of God in Christ. Upon the passing of
his father and Pastor in December 1987, Paul
Golatt, Jr. was appointed Pastor of Macedonia
Church of God in Christ. On September 4,
1999, he was officially appointed and installed
as District Superintendent of the North Miami
District Church of God in Christ, by the Juris-
dictional Prelate, Bishop Jacob Cohen.

Pastor Paul Golatt, Jr. continues to devote
his life by extending benevolence to people in
need. In addition to providing churches and
communities with school supplies for children,
he frequently donates food, clothing and
money to communities and to orphanages in
Haiti. He also finds the time to conduct joint
services on holidays, including Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas, with neighboring
churches.

Pastor Paul Golatt, Jr. is a remarkable man
whose personal achievement and community
service are an example to us all. He is a fa-
ther, Superintendent, Mail Carrier, an Organ-
ist, Choir Director, Recording Artist, Coun-
selor, Secretary, Singer, Jurisdictional Adju-
tant, caring and compassionate Shepherd,
praying servant and “A Man After God's Own
Heart”. (Jeremiah 3:15)

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize Pas-
tor Paul Golatt, Jr. for his humanitarian efforts
which have touched the lives of so many peo-
ple. I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
this congenial man of God. His faith, courage
and kindness are an inspiration to all who
have been touched by him.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dave Mihalic, a true leader in

the National Park Service, as he approaches
his January 3, 2003 retirement.
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Dave Mihalic has served 33 years protecting
and managing America’s National Parks. His
career with the Park Service ends at the helm
of our nation’s crown jewel, Yosemite National
Park. As superintendent of Yosemite, Dave
proved his strength and fairness in imple-
menting a long-stalled management plan. Yo-
semite holds a dear place in my heart and |
want to thank Dave for both his friendship and
leadership in the park.

Dave was a seasoned leader even before
Yosemite. He served as the assistant super-
intendent of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park in North Carolina and Tennessee,
and superintendent of Glacier National Park in
Montana, Mammoth Cave National Parka in
Kentucky and Yukon-Charley National Pre-
serve in Alaska. Among his many manage-
ment accomplishments, Dave established cru-
cial community relationships and park partner-
ships, earning him two “Superintendent of the
Year Awards” and a reputation as a leader
who gets things done. In addition to running
several of our National Parks, Dave also
helped here in Washington, DC, when he
worked as Chief of Policy in the Department of
the Interior.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Dave
Mihalic for his vision and unending pursuit of
National Park protection. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in thanking him for his
many contributions to our National Lands and
wishing him and his family continued success.

———
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Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the “IDEA Paperwork Reduction Act
of 2002.” This legislation will increase the
quality instruction time a teacher can spend
with their students in the classroom while also
ensuring that special education students are
receiving a quality education.

Due to the approaching reauthorization of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
IDEA, | went and toured local schools in my
district of Orlando, FL last year to get a first-
hand understanding of the problems that par-
ents, teachers and administrators face imple-
menting a successful special education pro-
gram. | heard many familiar complaints being
made about discipline and funding of the pro-
gram, but what really took me by surprise was
when a teacher took me into an office where
he showcased a typical day’s work of filing out
all of the required forms for a special edu-
cation student. | was shocked to learn that
teachers spend so much of their time com-
plying with process instead of being able to
teach and assist students in the classroom.

| think | speak on behalf of most Members
here, when | say that IDEA was never in-
tended to take teachers’ time away from the
classroom, rather it was intended to make
sure that special education students were able
to receive the same classroom instruction as
their general education peers. Unfortunately,
over time the paperwork trail has grown as
states and local districts try to ensure that they
have complied with the federal law. The threat
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of being sued has encouraged an overabun-
dance of paperwork in order to document the
school's compliance with the law. When did
“process” overshadow the importance of ac-
tual quality instruction and results?

When a principal testifies that their IEP
Teams spend an average of 83.5 hours filling
out paperwork in preparation to sit down for
an Individualized Education Plan, IEP, with a
student’s parents—something makes me won-
der about the 83.5 hours taken away from
classroom instruction time. IEP’s are of course
an important aspect of IDEA, but there can be
some commonsense reforms put in place to
reduce the redundancy of the process.

The “IDEA Paperwork Reduction Act of
2002” will call for a study by the Department
of Education to be furnished within 6 months
of authorization to determine where the bur-
den is stemming from, and provide sugges-
tions to mitigate the issue. The Department
will be required to issue a streamlined IEP for
school districts to use as a model. It will also
call for a pilot program for 10 states to enter
into an agreement with the Department of
Education to perform their own paperwork re-
duction programs to see if any reforms can
stem from State innovation. The legislation will
implement a pilot program to create a 3-year
IEP review process. This would allow the
process to occur at natural transition points for
the child instead of every year, but there will
always be a safeguard in place for parents to
request an IEP review at any point within the
3 years to ensure that their child is receiving
all of the services they deem necessary.

These commonsense reforms included in
the “IDEA Paperwork Reduction Act of 2002”
will ensure that IDEA is results-driven, not
process-driven. The legislation will improve the
academic achievement of special education
students, while also doing away with an overly
prescriptive and burdensome process for
teachers. It will enable teachers to save valu-
able classroom instruction time for exactly
that—classroom instruction. | encourage my
colleagues to call my office to cosponsor the
“IDEA Paperwork Reduction Act of 2002.”

Thank you and | reserve the balance of my
time.

———
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Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, today | am
proud to join my colleague Representative RiC
KELLER in introducing the IDEA Paperwork Re-
duction Act of 2002. This legislation will go a
long way in providing school districts and ad-
ministrators the relief they need from the IDEA
paperwork burden, and in reducing time spent
by teachers on non-instructional activities, as
required under the Individuals with Disabilities
Act (IDEA).

One year ago, the House Education and the
Workforce Committee began an aggressive
series of hearings exploring major issues that
would likely be addressed in the Committee’s
reauthorization of IDEA. Numerous witnesses
at these hearings testified about the need for
the Department of Education to identify and
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