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which allows dealers to shift firearms 
from their business inventory to their 
personal collections and then sell those 
guns without performing a background 
check. This proposal deserves serious 
consideration to evaluate whether it 
will help to keep guns out of the hands 
of criminals and those prohibited under 
law from possessing a gun. 

I urge my colleagues to support com-
monsense gun safety legislation.

f 

DEWINE NEXT GENERATION 
LIGHTING INITIATIVE 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I am a 
cosponsor of the DeWine amendment to 
the Interior appropriations bill and am 
pleased to rise in support of it. The 
Next Generation Lighting Initiative is 
a research initiative designed to pro-
mote new, alternative, highly efficient 
technology for lighting to save energy 
and money, and reduce emissions. It 
would leapfrog over current tech-
nology. We use essentially the same 
light bulbs that Thomas Edison in-
vented over 90 years ago. If successful, 
the Next Generation Lighting Initia-
tive would make available new solid-
state lighting that would be ten times 
more efficient than today’s incandes-
cent light bulbs. The concept is similar 
to fuel cells that also would leapfrog to 
a technology of the future and reduce 
our dependence on the traditional in-
ternal combustion engine. 

I joined 22 other Senators in signing 
a letter to Appropriations Chairman 
BYRD and Ranking Member BURNS to 
support $30 million in increased fund-
ing for this new lighting technology re-
search initiative. 

The current Interior appropriations 
bill provides $4 million for this Initia-
tive. The amendment being offered 
today would increase this funding to 
$10 million. While a sizable increase, 
this $10 million would still be only 33 
percent of what we had initially 
sought. 

Specifically, the increased funding is 
needed to overcome pre-competitive re-
search hurdles associated with white 
light illumination from solid-state de-
vices. It is important to fund new, 
clean energy technologies to provide 
sustainable economic development for 
the future. 

Lighting consumes about 20 percent 
of the energy generated in the United 
States. Over the next 20 years, this new 
next generation lighting technology 
could reduce global electricity usage 
for lighting by 50 percent and reduce 
total global electricity consumption by 
10 percent. 

Many groups and Members support 
increased funding for this important 
initiative. Mr. President, I thank my 
colleagues from Ohio and New Mexico 
for their work on this effort, and the 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee for his assistance and for his 
good work on this bill.

DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN BASIN PROGRAM 
ACT OF 2002
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I am 

pleased to have joined with Senator 
JEFFORDS, as well as Senators LEAHY 
and SCHUMER, in introducing the ‘‘Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan Lake Champlain 
Basin Program Act of 2002.’’

I thank Chairman JEFFORDS, with 
whom I have the honor and pleasure of 
serving on the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee, for in-
troducing this legislation and naming 
it in tribute to my predecessor, New 
York Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan. Senator JEFFORDS is a great 
Chairman, a great environmental lead-
er, and a great supporter of this nat-
ural and cultural resource that our 
states share—the Lake Champlain 
Basin and the Champlain Valley. I am 
proud also to be a sponsor of legisla-
tion authored by Senator JEFFORDS to 
establish the Champlain Valley Na-
tional Heritage Partnership. 

The Lake Champlain Basin is a 
unique and beautiful region, bounded 
by the Green Mountains of Vermont 
and the Adirondack Mountains of New 
York. It is a place of majestic moun-
tain peaks; deep, blue waters; and 
abundant cultural, historic, and nat-
ural resources. The Lake is the sixth 
largest natural freshwater lake in the 
United States, and home to a many 
species of fish, birds and other wildlife. 

We need to protect and enhance the 
environmental integrity and the social 
and economic benefits of the Lake 
Champlain basin. And that is precisely 
what we aim to do through this legisla-
tion, which will authorize $55 million 
over the nest 5 years for this purpose. 

That this legislation and this pro-
gram are being named after Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan is a most fit-
ting tribute. Senator Moynihan was, 
and still is, a great advocate of Lake 
Champlain and the Champlain Valley, 
whether supporting the rich heritage 
and history of the area, or protecting 
the environmental quality of the Lake 
and Basin. 

Senator Moynihan appreciates that 
the environmental quality of the Lake 
and basin are key to the vitality of the 
area as a whole, and worked tirelessly 
during his tenure to protect the health 
of the basin. Naming the Lake Cham-
plain Basin Program Act and the pro-
gram itself after Senator Moynihan is 
a fitting tribute to his efforts to ensure 
that this natural treasure will survive 
for generations to come. 

As we all remember, it was in 1990 
that Senator Moynihan joined with 
Senator JEFFORDS, as I am joining with 
him today, in sponsoring the invalu-
able Lake Champlain Special Designa-
tion Act. The act outlined an unprece-
dented collaboration among broad in-
terest groups to protect the environ-
mentally sensitive Lake Champlain 
basin, as well as spark recreational ac-
tivity and economic revitalization in 
the basin area. Under the act, the Lake 
Champlain Management Conference 

was created and charged with devel-
oping a comprehensive plan for pollu-
tion prevention and water quality res-
toration. 

The legislation that we are intro-
ducing builds upon the Lake Cham-
plain Special Designation Act of 1990, 
in which Senator Moynihan played a 
key role during the 101st Congress. It 
also builds upon the plan that came 
out of that 1990 legislation, entitled 
‘‘Opportunities for Action.’’ The plan 
was approved by the Lake Champlain 
Steering Committee earlier this year 
and is the guiding document for this 
new legislation, which will provide new 
and important resources for countries 
in Vermont and for Clinton, Essex, 
Franklin, Hamilton, Warren and 
Washingotn counties in New York 
State. 

This is important environmental leg-
islation, but it is also important eco-
nomic development legislation for key 
areas of upstate New York. Therefore, I 
am proud to sponsor this legislation 
with Chairman JEFFORDS, and to name 
this legislation after my illustrious 
and esteemed predecessor, Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

f 

SUPPORT OF RENEWABLE FUELS 
PROVISION 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
to urge the House-Senate Energy Bill 
conferees to resist any efforts from 
House Republican conferees to alter or 
weaken the renewable fuels standard 
that was included in the Senate energy 
bill. The new standard was crafted in a 
consensus manner and supported by a 
strong majority in the Senate. It must 
remain intact in the conference report. 

Earlier this Congress, I introduced a 
bill with Senator CHUCK HAGEL of Ne-
braska, the Renewable Fuels for En-
ergy Security Act of 2001, S. 1006, to en-
sure future growth for ethanol and bio-
diesel through the creation of a new, 
renewable fuels content standard in all 
motor fuel produced and used in the 
United States. The framework of this 
bill was included in the Senate energy 
bill, requiring that 5 billions gallons of 
transportation fuel be comprised of re-
newable fuel by 2012, nearly a tripling 
of the current ethanol production. 
While the House of Representatives 
version of the bill did not include a re-
newable fuels standard, this issue was 
thoroughly debated on the Senate floor 
during consideration of the energy bill. 
Several amendments were offered to 
weaken or eliminate the renewable 
fuels standard but all of those efforts 
were soundly defeated. And for good 
reason: increased renewable fuel pro-
duction lessens our dependence upon 
foreign oil, strengthens energy secu-
rity, increases farm income, creates 
jobs, helps the environment, helps our 
international balance of trade, and 
would lower annual federal farm pay-
ments by $6.6 billion. 

In addition, the new standard boosts 
economic growth in rural America. I do 
not need to convince anyone in South 
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Dakota and other rural States of the 
benefits of ethanol to the environment 
and the economies of rural commu-
nities. Farmer-owned ethanol plants in 
South Dakota, and in neighboring 
States, demonstrate the hard work and 
commitment being expended to serve a 
growing market for clean domestic 
fuels. 

In South Dakota, six ethanol plants 
are operating to produce approxi-
mately 116 million gallons per year. 
Four other ethanol projects are under 
construction, with a combined capacity 
to produce an additional 139 million 
gallons of ethanol annually. 

Increasingly, modern ethanol plants 
in South Dakota are equipped to 
produce 40 million gallons of ethanol 
per year, such as the plants operating 
in Wentworth, Watertown, and near 
Milbank, as well as the proposed sites 
under construction in Chancellor and 
Groton. The economic benefits of one, 
40 million gallon ethanol plant are sig-
nificant, including an increase of 
household income for the community 
by $20 million annually. 

The bill has other important provi-
sions, including an orderly phase-down 
of MTBE use and removal of the oxy-
gen content requirement for reformu-
lated gasoline, RFG. The new standard 
has strong bipartisan support and is 
the result of long and comprehensive 
negotiations between farm groups, the 
oil industry and environmentalists. It 
is the first time that a substantive 
agreement has been reached on this 
issue. 

Including the Senate-passed renew-
able fuels standard in the conference 
will go a long way towards increasing 
the Nation’s domestic energy supply 
and making it more secure in the fu-
ture. However, after no renewable fuels 
provision was included in the House en-
ergy bill, House Republican conferees, 
have chosen to introduce an unwork-
able alternative at the eleventh hour 
that has received no debate and has no 
consensus. 

This is not acceptable. The con-
ference should adopt the Senate-passed 
standard immediately. After a long de-
bate, a consensus has been reached on 
this issue, demonstrating bipartisan 
support for a broader, deeper and more 
diverse energy portfolio, one that en-
sures we have clean, reliable and af-
fordable domestic sources of energy. 
Let’s move forward and enact the Sen-
ate language into law.

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HOME SAFETY MISHAPS COST 
AMERICANS DEARLY 

∑ Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, this 
morning on the National Mall a report 
entitled ‘‘State of Home Safety in 
America’’ was unveiled by David Oli-
ver, Executive Director of the Home 
Safety Council. The study, conducted 
by Dr. Carol Runyan of the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
recognized by Dr. Sue Binder of the 
Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, paints a picture of far too many 

Americans being hurt by unintentional 
injuries and deaths in this nation. 

For instance, the study found that: 
Unintentional injuries are the fifth 
leading cause of death in the United 
States. Unintentional injuries in the 
home result in nearly 20,000 deaths and 
13 million medical visits. Uninten-
tional home injuries cost nearly $380 
billion each year and account for an es-
timated 10 percent of all visits to emer-
gency rooms. 

The Home Safety Council, a not-for-
profit organization devoted to home 
safety, has already been working to 
educate Americans on the risks they 
face every day in their own homes. The 
Great Safety Adventure is a traveling 
hands-on educational experience that 
teaches basic life skills to help chil-
dren, families and communities. 

Americans need to know the risks 
that exist in their homes and what 
they can do to prevent home injuries. 
This study will be an important re-
source for all Americans and will be a 
benchmark for examining future trends 
in home injury prevention. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
this monumental effort to educate and 
save American lives by informing our 
constituents of the risks present in 
their homes and the steps they can 
take to prevent unintentional home in-
juries and keep families safe. More de-
tails are available through the Home 
Safety Council’s Web site, 
www.homesafetycouncil.org. 

For commissioning this important 
study and for raising the issue of home 
safety in the Congress, I congratulate 
the Home Safety Council and its distin-
guished board of directors.∑

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE GRADUATES OF 
THE BOSTON DIGITAL BRIDGE 
FOUNDATION TECHNOLOGY PRO-
GRAMS 

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel-
come this opportunity to pay tribute 
to the impressive achievements of 
those who have graduated this year as 
part of the Boston Digital Bridge Foun-
dation’s Technology Goes Home and 
TechBoston programs. 

This evening at Franklin Park in 
Dorchester, MA, the City and the Bos-
ton Digital Bridge Foundation are 
hosting ‘‘Evening on the Bridge 2.0,’’ a 
celebration honoring the graduates of 
these two programs. 

Working with businesses, univer-
sities, schools, government, families 
and community-based organizations, 
the Boston Digital Bridge Foundation 
organizes and facilitates partnerships 
to link Boston public school students 
and their parents to the Internet. 
These programs have helped over 5,000 
Boston Public School students and 
their families. 

Technology Goes Home is a ten-week 
technology training program for low-
income families. It has a rigorous se-
lection process and a community serv-
ice requirement at the completion of 
the program. Upon graduating from the 
program, each family receives a new 
computer, printer and Internet access. 

TechBoston provides advanced tech-
nology courses for Boston Public 
School students at the middle and 
high-school level. They teach high-tech 
skills essential for success in careers 
and post-secondary education. Cur-
rently, over 2,500 Public School Stu-
dents are enrolled in these classes. 

Technology skills are no longer a 
luxury for students, they are a neces-
sity. Without knowledge of computers 
and the Internet, today’s students will 
have great difficulty competing in to-
morrow’s economy. When used effec-
tively in the classroom and at home, 
modern technology can help level the 
playing field and open extraordinary 
new horizons and opportunities for all 
students and their parents. 

That’s why we are so strongly com-
mitted to the Boston Digital Bridge 
Foundation. The City is at the cutting 
edge of education technology and has 
become a national model, thanks to 
the leadership of Mayor Thomas M. 
Menino and the skillful work of the 
community partners involved in these 
two innovative programs. Over 4,000 
participants in six Boston neighbor-
hoods, every high school, and ten mid-
dle schools are enrolled in the pro-
grams. 

We are all proud of the remarkable 
progress that Boston has made in help-
ing to close the digital divide. A coali-
tion of leaders in business, labor, edu-
cation and government has worked suc-
cessfully together to connect all of 
Boston public schools to the Internet, 
and is in the process of bringing this 
technology home to all Boston Public 
School families. 

Dozens of large and small organiza-
tions have made donations to these 
programs. America Online, AT&T 
Broadband, the Barr Foundation, the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
FleetBoston Financial, Hewlett-Pack-
ard, HiQ Computers, Intel, Keane Inc., 
Lexmark, Microsoft, 
PARTNERS+simons, Sallie Mae Foun-
dation, 3Com, Verizon and Xintra and 
others have done more than their 
share, donating products and services 
to schools, including wiring, network 
equipment, computers and other sup-
plies. All the equipment donated by 
these firms is new, and Verizon and 
America Online have donated free 
Internet access. This kind of participa-
tion has become a model for the na-
tion. 

Thanks to the Boston Digital Bridge 
Foundation and its supporters, we can 
now guarantee that Boston Public 
School students and their families have 
access to the Internet and the opportu-
nities that it creates. We are doing all 
we can to see that every student in 
every Boston neighborhood will soon 
have the same opportunity. 

I commend these Boston families and 
students for their efforts and accom-
plishments in expanding employment 
opportunities, improving school grades, 
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