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minority-serving institutions when we
consider this important piece of legis-
lation. I ask my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support this bipar-
tisan bill that is good for our Nation
and good for our country.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by say-
ing if a forensic expert were brought
into the Committee on Science and
asked to examine this piece of legisla-
tion, he would find on it the finger-
prints of just about every single mem-
ber of the committee, Democrat and
Republican alike. The hallmark of this
committee, as has been mentioned dur-
ing this debate, is the inclusion. We
want the ideas from everyone on the
committee. I am proud to report to my
colleagues in the House that this is an
engaged committee. People are in-
volved in helping to shape responsible
public policy. I am very proud to serve
in the capacity of chairman of a com-
mittee that is serving with such dis-
tinction addressing the needs of the
American people.

We have just been through 10 years,
from March of 1991 to the end of the
first quarter of last year, the longest
period of sustained growth in modern
history for the economy. That growth
was largely driven by science, math,
engineering, the technical people who
are part of this Information Revolu-
tion. We had a slight downturn last
year, and then we had 9-11, but we are
on the rebound now.

If we are to experience, to realize, the
next era of sustained growth in our
economy, we are going to have to be
dependent on our own people, our peo-
ple who are well trained, our univer-
sities that teach these very important
subjects. We cannot rely on just people
from abroad to come rescue us, and
that is too often the case now. We have
got to grow our own, right here.

And so I am proud to present this bill
to the House, to my colleagues, and to
urge its adoption.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 3130, the Technology Tal-
ent Act of 2002.

For some time now, we have recognized the
need to improve math and science education
in America. The Science Committee, and the
Research Subcommittee which | chair, has
taken one of the lead roles in advancing these
reforms. Last year, the House passed legisla-
tion generated by our Committee, the Math
and Science Partnerships Act, that authorizes
a number of programs at the National Science
Foundation aimed at improving K-12 edu-
cation.

More recently, we have turned our attention
to an equally important problem: improving
math, science and engineering education at
the undergraduate level. Our Subcommittee
held hearings to identify the problems of our
current educational system, and more impor-
tantly, to understand how to encourage and
support changes that will provide solutions to
these problems that benefit all students.
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What we learned was that there is no single
problem that has resulted in the talent gap
and workforce challenges we face today, but
rather, an assortment of problems that de-
mand a variety of solutions. Much of the prob-
lem is simply a supply and demand issue, the
marketplace is increasingly demanding a
workforce skilled in the sciences and engi-
neering, while the supply of people capable of
filling those positions has remained flat.

This has forced us to look to foreign stu-
dents to help fill the gap, and we now are in
a situation where only half of all engineering
doctoral degrees in the U.S. are awarded to
American students, and a similar dispropor-
tionate number of all high-tech jobs are filled
by foreign workers.

One task that doesn't require scientific or
engineering expertise and that can even be
understood by politicians is that if we don't fill
the current talent gap in these fields, we risk
damaging America’s position the global eco-
nomic, technological, and scientific leader.

In response to these challenges, the
Science Committee has put forth the bipar-
tisan effort that is before us today—the Tech-
nology Talent Act. It establishes a perform-
ance-based competitive grant program at the
National Science Foundation that would pro-
vide funding for institutions of higher learning
to implement innovative proposals designed to
increase the number of undergraduates grad-
uating in math, science, engineering, and
technology.

It also addresses other areas such as insti-
tutional reform and faculty development, and
authorizes NSF to provide awards to univer-
sities for improving their research instrumenta-
tion and provide undergraduate students valu-
able research experience.

The bill takes advantage of NSF's competi-
tive, peer-reviewed system, allowing institu-
tions to develop their own proposals to maxi-
mize results and promote creativity.

The legislation also emphasizes account-
ability and regular program evaluation, institu-
tions that fail to meet the goals set forth in
their proposals may have their funding termi-
nated or reduced.

It is clear that if we want to maintain our
competitive edge in the world—if we want to
remain the top economic power, the top mili-
tary force, and ensure the safety of our citi-
zens from terrorist aggression—it is critical
that we do a better job of preparing our stu-
dents for careers in science, mathematics, en-
gineering, and technology. The Technology
Talent Act provides the reforms necessary to
meet these challenges.

| would like to thank the Chairman for his
leadership on this legislation, and | urge all
members to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN of Oregon). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from New York (Mr. BOEHLERT) that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the bill, H.R. 3130, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and submit extraneous material
in the RECORD on the bill just passed,
H.R. 3130.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———————

RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS FOR
SHARING PERSONNEL TO FIGHT
WILDFIRES

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5017) to amend the Tem-
porary Emergency Wildfire Suppres-
sion Act to facilitate the ability of the
Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to enter into re-
ciprocal agreements with foreign coun-
tries for the sharing of personnel to
fight wildfires.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5017

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS FOR
SHARING PERSONNEL TO FIGHT
WILDFIRES.

The Temporary Emergency Wildfire Sup-
pression Act (42 U.S.C. 1856m et seq.), as
amended by the Wildfire Suppression Assist-
ance Act, is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 5. SPECIAL TERMS FOR RECIPROCAL
AGREEMENTS FOR SHARING PER-
SONNEL TO FIGHT WILDFIRES.

‘‘(a) TORT LIABILITY.—In entering into a re-
ciprocal agreement with a foreign country
under section 3, the Secretary of Agriculture
and the Secretary of the Interior may in-
clude as part of the agreement a provision
that personnel furnished under the agree-
ment to provide wildfire presuppression or
suppression services will be considered, for
purposes of tort liability, employees of the
country receiving such services when the
personnel provide services under the agree-
ment.

““(b) ASSUMPTION OF LIABILITY; REMEDIES.—
The Secretary of Agriculture or the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall not enter into
any agreement under section 3 containing
the provision described in subsection (a) un-
less the foreign country (either directly or
through the fire organization that is a party
to the agreement) agrees to assume any and
all liability for the acts or omissions of
American firefighters engaged in providing
wildfire presuppression or suppression serv-
ices under the agreement in the foreign
country. The only remedies for acts or omis-
sions committed while providing services
under the agreement shall be those provided
under the laws of the host country, and those
remedies shall be the exclusive remedies for
any claim arising out of providing such serv-
ices in a foreign country.

‘‘(¢) PROTECTIONS.—Neither the firefighter,
the sending country, nor any organization
associated with the firefighter shall be sub-
ject to any action whatsoever pertaining to
or arising out of providing wildfire
presuppression or suppression services under
a reciprocal agreement under section 3.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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