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But, while the Supreme Court must
continue to scrutinize the capital cases
before it, Congress and the American
people also have a responsibility to act.
Today’s ruling presents us with further
evidence of the urgent need for a mora-
torium on executions and a full and
thorough nationwide review of the ad-
ministration of the death penalty. It is
time for Congress to support passage of
my bill, the National Death Penalty
Moratorium Act. We simply cannot
continue to look the other way.

——

ACCESS FOR AFGHAN WOMEN ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have
been pleased to join with Senator
OLYMPIA SNOWE in introducing the Ac-
cess for Afghan Women Act, S. 2647.

After the horror that women endured
under the Taliban, it is critical that
U.S. assistance to that country pro-
motes women’s participation and lead-
ership in the political and economic
life of Afghanistan, while protecting
women’s rights.

In fact, throughout the world, it is
clear that the role of women is key for
successful economic development and a
reliable indicator of whether develop-
ment programs will succeed. I am not
talking about some radical agenda,
rather I refer to the basic ability of
women to participate in education, so-
ciety, government, and the economy.

Afghanistan under the Taliban was
an extreme example of the failure to
include women in the economy, in fact
relegating half the population to vir-
tual house arrest. No country will suc-
ceed if it refuses to educate half its
population. No economy will grow that
restricts half its population from the
work force, from credit, and from pri-
vate property. And the government
that does such things is no government
at all but a travesty.

Economic development programs
benefit everyone, but certain programs
have a particularly strong impact on
the lives of women. Microcredit pro-
grams, for example, tend to benefit
women who may need only a small loan
to buy a goat to sell milk, a sewing
machine to make clothes, or vegetables
to sell in the village market. These
tiny businesses often provide the finan-
cial independence that women need to
pay school fees, take in an orphan, or
simply survive.

U.S. programs are providing books to
newly reopened schools in Afghanistan
will have a major impact on the edu-
cation of girls, who were not allowed to
go to school under the Taliban.

This bill sets out broad requirements
for U.S. assistance to Afghanistan for
governance, economic development,
and refugee assistance.

Among other provisions, bill calls for
U.S. programs to include U.S. and Af-
ghan-based women’s groups in planning
for development assistance, encourages
U.S. groups to partner or create Af-
ghan-based groups, and supports for
the Ministry of Women’s Affairs. It
calls for programs that increase wom-
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en’s access to credit and ownership of
property, as well as long-term financial
assistance for education and health. It
requires U.S.-sponsored police and
military training to include the protec-
tion of women’s rights and that steps
be taken to protect against sexual ex-
ploitation of women and children in
refugee camps.

I believe that these requirements will
fit well with the development assist-
ance programs that the United States
plans to pursue, but I believe that it is
still particularly useful to lay them
out in detail, especially with regard to
Afghanistan, to be certain that U.S.
programs help remedy the abuses suf-
fered by the women of Afghanistan. It
is only with the concerted effort of
both men and women in Afghanistan
that that devastated country will re-
cover, grow, and develop.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NATIONAL SERVICE DAY

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President. I would
like to speak for a few minutes about
the Democratic Leadership Council’s
‘““National Service Day.” Today I join
the Democratic Leadership Council,
DLC, former President Clinton, DLC
Chair Senator EVAN BAYH, and New
Democrats across the country in call-
ing for the expansion of national serv-
ice opportunities in a ‘‘National Serv-
ice Day.”

Creating a strong system of vol-
untary national service has been a sig-
nature New Democrat idea from the
founding of the Democratic Leadership
Council to President Clinton’s
AmeriCorps initiative. In the wake of
the surge of patriotism following the
events of September 11, national serv-
ice is squarely at the center of national
debate.

To build on this momentum, the
DLC’s Clinton Center is hosting ‘‘Na-
tional Service Day,” during which
former DLC Chair President Clinton
will participate in three service
projects in New York City, and DLC
Chair EVAN BAYH, Representatives
HAROLD FORD, Jr. and Rep. TIM ROEMER
will host a roundtable discussion with
Members of Congress and AmeriCorps
members from across the country.
Other elected officials, including Vir-
ginia Governor Mark Warner, San Jose
Mayor Ron Gonzalez, and Wisconsin
State Representative Antonio Riley
will join the DLC in promoting the
New Democrat tradition of oppor-
tunity, responsibility and community
through national service.

In recognition of National Service
Day, I am hosting Britt Eichner from
Bear, DE, today. A rising senior at
Archmere Academy with a 4.0 GPA,
Britt embodies a commitment to serv-
ice. As Hugh O’Brian Youth Founda-
tion Ambassador, she volunteered more
than 100 hours of service to the com-
munity. Last spring, she mobilized fac-
ulty and student mentors to adopt
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neighborhood families in need. As proof
that living with diabetes doesn’t have
to slow anyone down, Britt just com-
pleted her fifth Bike-a-Thon for the
American Diabetes Foundation Tour de
Cure. And she recently spent a week-
end in western Philadelphia revital-
izing neighborhoods in a community
cleanup. Students like Britt represent
the real promise of community service.

While every American should be
asked to consider setting aside time for
service, be it mentoring a student or
volunteering at a community center, it
is also time to make sure we give those
who are willing to serve, as Citizen-
Soldiers in the Armed Forces or as
AmeriCorps or Peace Corps volunteers,
the opportunity to serve their country
full-time.

I am proud to say that in Delaware,
people of all ages and backgrounds are
helping to solve problems and strength-
en communities through 23 national
service projects across the state. This
year, AmeriCorps, the domestic Peace
Corps, will provide more than 170 indi-
viduals the opportunity to spend a full
year serving in Delaware communities.
More than 230 students in Delaware
colleges and universities will help pay
their way through school while aiding
their community through service op-
portunities that are part of the Federal
Work Study Program. And more than
3,300 seniors in Delaware will con-
tribute their time and talents to one of
three programs that make up the Sen-
ior Corps: Foster Grandparents, who
serve one-on-one with more than 1,200
young people with special needs; Senior
Companions, who help more than 100
other seniors live independently in
their homes; and Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program, RSVP, volunteers,
who work with more than 330 local
groups to meet a wide range of commu-
nity needs.

These numbers, though inspiring as
they are, represent just a small frac-
tion of our population and are much
smaller than the number of people who
want to serve. If we are to make na-
tional service a culture-changing rite
of passage in America, we must do
more. National service should not be a
special chance for a few, but a way of
life for many.

At a time when Americans from all
walks of life are asking what they can
do to help make our Nation safer and
stronger, national service offers an an-
swer that points us towards a higher
politics of national purpose.®

———

BETHEL REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
DRILL TEAMS

e Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor a group of Alaska
High School students from Bethel,
Alaska who recently won the National
Championship in Drill Team/Color
Guard competition held in Daytona,
Florida, May 3rd.

It is not unusual for a U.S. Senator
to rise on the Senate floor and honor a
national championship team from their
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