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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, we

have long talked, over the years that I
have been serving in Congress, about
prescription drug plans and how we can
effectively deal with the countless sen-
iors who have not been covered over
the years and who continue to call our
offices and come to us for assistance.

Many of our seniors have been forced
to choose between buying essential
medications, paying for food, and I
know some of them who have
subsisted, when their money does not
stretch far enough, by buying canned
pet food for their meals. They also
have to figure out how to buy their es-
sentials: pay their rent and pay for the
heat during the winter, or cool off dur-
ing the hot summer weather months
that we have. Women seniors, in par-
ticular, need prescription drug cov-
erage. Over a quarter of them have no
prescription drug coverage.

Our Democratic plan is voluntary.
Seniors who would choose to partici-
pate would pay a $25 monthly pre-
mium, $100 annual deductible, and 20
percent of their prescription drugs, up
to $25,000 a year.

We have talked about prescription
drug benefits long enough. It is time to
give seniors what they deserve, a com-
prehensive, reliable, affordable plan.

f

MEANINGFUL SAVINGS FOR SEN-
IORS UNDER HOUSE PRESCRIP-
TION DRUG PLAN

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of a Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit that provides im-
mediate, meaningful savings for Amer-
ican seniors.

The Department of Health and
Human Services released a study yes-
terday that stated the House Repub-
lican plan will give seniors a 60 percent
to 85 percent savings per prescription
and cut their out-of-pocket costs by as
much as 70 percent.

This same HHS study confirmed that
our plan creates a fiscally responsible
benefit that results in immediate sav-
ings for American seniors. The study
backs us up by pointing out that the
Democrats plan does not help seniors
until 2005. That is too long to wait, as
this relief cannot come soon enough.
Twelve million do not have prescrip-
tion drug coverage at all.

Quality health care for seniors
should not end when they turn 65. Our
proposal would deliver 21st century
prescription drug coverage by pro-
viding a voluntary, affordable prescrip-
tion drug benefit as a permanent enti-
tlement to Medicare beneficiaries.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this proposal that will save seniors
across the country money on their pre-
scription drug bills.

MAJORITY LEADER SPEAKS FROM
THE HEART

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the best
you can say about the comments made
yesterday by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARMEY), the House Repub-
lican leader, of U.S. companies fleeing
to offshore locations in order to reap
additional tax benefits, is that he
spoke from his heart, and the heart of
the Republican Party.

At the same time as his party was
raising over $30 million up the street at
the Washington Convention Center
from groups like the pharmaceutical
industry, Congressional Quarterly re-
ported that he defended the actions of
corporations to move their head-
quarters abroad to reduce their tax
burdens. With all his party is taking
from the Social Security and Medicare
Trust Funds, his remarks reveal the
true heart of the Republican Party:
Take our people’s money before every-
thing, before Social Security and Medi-
care, before prescription drugs, before
jobs in America.

So the best I can do is to thank the
Republican leader for revealing the
true heart of the Republican Party. It
is the reason this Member is a Demo-
crat.

f

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow, in my district in Orlando,
President Bush will be visiting the
Marks Community Center on Physical
Fitness, and we thank him. I have a lot
of seniors in my district, but besides
physical fitness, they need the pre-
scription drug benefit that was prom-
ised to them in the last election.

When I was home recently in Jack-
sonville, I had to go to the drugstore to
pick up a prescription for my grand-
mother. I thought the copayment
would be $15. It was $91. Our grand-
mothers deserve better than that.

If the Republican leadership and Mr.
Bush could take a break from their $30
million drug company fund-raisers and
their tax cuts to the rich, maybe they
could work on a compromise that will
provide our seniors with the relief they
need and that was promised to them in
the last election. They need to get
their priorities straight.

f

SMALL AIRPORT SAFETY, SECU-
RITY, AND AIR SERVICE IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2002

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 447 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 447
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1979) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to provide as-
sistance for the construction of certain air
traffic control towers. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. It shall be in order
to consider as an original bill for the purpose
of amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure now printed in the
bill. Each section of the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against the committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute are waived. During
consideration of the bill for amendment, the
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. At the conclusion of consid-
eration of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COOKSEY). The gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. PRYCE) is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my colleague and
friend, the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MCGOVERN), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 447 is
an open rule, which provides for 1 hour
of general debate equally divided be-
tween the chairman and ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on H.R. 1979,
the Small Airport Safety, Security,
and Air Service Improvement Act of
2002.

The rule provides that it shall be in
order to consider for the purpose of
amendment the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute now printed in the
bill. The rule waives all points of order
against consideration of the committee
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute and provides that it shall be
open for amendment by section.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment may do so as long as it
complies with the regular rules of the
House. However, the rule allows the
Chairman of the Committee of the

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 23:48 Jun 20, 2002 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20JN7.011 pfrm12 PsN: H20PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-26T14:51:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




