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Mr. KERNS changed his vote from
“nay” to ‘‘yea.”

So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COOKSEY). Will the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Ms. BALDWIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed concurrent
resolutions of the following titles in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 110. Concurrent resolution
honoring the heroism and courage displayed
by airline flight attendants on a daily basis.

S. Con. Res. 114. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding
North Korean refugees in China and those
who are returned to North Korea where they
face torture, imprisonment, and execution.

————
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
PRESIDENT’S EXPORT COUNCIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COOKSEY). Without objection, and pur-
suant to Executive Order 12131, the
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Members of
the House to the President’s Export
Council:

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania;

Mr. PICKERING of Mississippi;

Mr. HAYES of North Carolina;
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Mr. INSLEE of Washington; and
Mr. WU of Oregon.
There was no objection.

———————

RECOGNIZING EPILEPSY FOUNDA-
TION OF SOUTH FLORIDA FOR

DEDICATION TO PROMOTING
COMMUNITY AWARENESS OF
EPILEPSY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the Epilepsy
Foundation of South Florida for its
dedication to promoting a community
awareness of this disorder, and for its
work to improve the lives of individ-
uals afflicted with this terrible disease.

Epilepsy affects 2.3 million Ameri-
cans, and over 180,000 individuals de-
velop epilepsy each year. In my area
alone, over 60,000 people suffer from
this disease. The foundation, however,
believes that epilepsy should not keep
people from achieving a productive life.

With this goal in mind, the founda-
tion has raised funds to help provide
medical evaluations, treatments, and
employment training tailored to meet
the needs of these individuals.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the Epilepsy Foundation of
South Florida for its use of innovative
programs and services that improve
the lives of so many in our community.

———

URGING STATE DEPARTMENT TO
TAKE ACTION TO HELP BRING
AMERICA’S ABDUCTED CHILDREN
HOME

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, last
week the Committee on Government
Reform held a hearing on women and
children who are being held in Saudi
Arabia. It was an emotional hearing on
a situation that unfortunately exists in
countries all over the world, not just in
the Middle East right now.

I have been telling the story of try-
ing to help a father whose son is being
held in Italy, one of our supposed clos-
est friends. His son, Ludwig Koons, has
been in Italy for 8 years and is being
held in a pornographic compound by
his abductor mother, and the Italian
authorities and our State Department
let it happen.

I applaud the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Chairman BURTON) for bringing
this issue to light in his strong state-
ment to his committee. For years I
have been working with left-behind
parents who are trying to get their
children back to where they belong.
For years I have witnessed a State De-
partment that does nothing tangible to
help.

We need a State Department that
fights for U.S. citizens, not an idle in-
formation agency. This issue is one
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that none of us can afford to ignore. We
need to be aware, and we need to put
pressure on other countries that are
not sending American children home.

American parents are asking for
someone to take action and help them
bring their children home. The State
Department is not stepping up to the
plate for Ludwig Koons or for anyone
else. Bring our children home.

———

URGING IMMEDIATE ACTION ON
INS REFORM

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, House
rules prohibit me from urging the
other body to act on pending legisla-
tion, so let me just take a moment to
tell of a very important piece of legis-
lation that Ileft this Chamber some
time ago, and that was INS reform.

Our borders are vulnerable. We have
been picking up absconders who have
orders against them to be deported,
and yet they are not sent out of the
country. We have potential terrorists
living in our country, and the INS is in
a shambles. We have asked, through
this body, that this agency reorganize.

Somewhere between here and the
other end of the building, legislation
awaits action. We demand action on
that bill, and we urge action on that
bill for whoever is listening to this con-
versation. This is a critical issue. It is
critical for the safety and security of
this country, and I cannot fathom why
we wait and delay getting that impor-
tant piece of legislation to the Presi-
dent’s desk for signature.

CUTTING FUNDING FOR A GROW-
ING AMTRAK IS WORST POS-
SIBLE RESPONSE

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
we speak this morning, the administra-
tion is distributing a statement that
will cut ground out from underneath
the efforts of Amtrak to deal with its
$200 million shortfall. They are ignor-
ing the wishes of over 160 Members of
this House who have joined with us,
and a majority of the Senate, to sup-
port the bipartisan compromise that
has been worked out by the gentleman
from New York (Mr. QUINN) and the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. CLEM-
ENT).

We can long debate the merits of
their destructive proposals to gut long
runs across the country, to privatize
the most profitable lines, and to aban-
don any semblance of a rail system in
this country, but every Member should
push back now to protect Amtrak.

The irony of our giving $5 billion to
the airlines after we give them $11 bil-
lion in subsidy, despite declining pas-
sengers, yet we are going to cut Am-
trak off when it is growing, is the
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