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Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
Involvement of Children In Armed Conflict,
opened for signature at New York on May 25,
2000 (Treaty Doc. 106–37; in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Protocol’’), subject to the
understandings in section 2 and the condi-
tions in section 3.
SEC. 2. UNDERSTANDINGS.

The advice and consent of the Senate
under section 1 is subject to the following
understandings, which shall be included in
the United States instrument of ratification
of the Protocol:

(1) NO ASSUMPTION OF OBLIGATIONS UNDER
THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD.—The United States understands that
the United States assumes no obligations
under the Convention on the Rights of the
Child by becoming a party to the Protocol.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION OF OBLIGATION NOT TO
PERMIT CHILDREN TO TAKE DIRECT PART IN
HOSTILITIES.—The United States understands
that, with respect to Article 1 of the
Protocol—

(A) the term ‘‘feasible measures’’ means
those measures that are practical or prac-
tically possible, taking into account all the
circumstances ruling at the time, including
humanitarian and military considerations;

(B) the phrase ‘‘direct part in hostilities’’—
(i) means immediate and actual action on

the battlefield likely to cause harm to the
enemy because there is a direct causal rela-
tionship between the activity engaged in and
the harm done to the enemy; and

(ii) does not mean indirect participation in
hostilities, such as gathering and transmit-
ting military information, transporting
weapons, munitions, or other supplies, or
forward deployment; and

(C) any decision by any military com-
mander, military personnel, or other person
responsible for planning, authorizing, or exe-
cuting military action, including the assign-
ment of military personnel, shall only be
judged on the basis of all the relevant cir-
cumstances and on the basis of that person’s
assessment of the information reasonably
available to the person at the time the per-
son planned, authorized, or executed the ac-
tion under review, and shall not be judged on
the basis of information that comes to light
after the action under review was taken.

(3) MINIMUM AGE FOR VOLUNTARY RECRUIT-
MENT.—The United States understands that
Article 3 of the Protocol obligates States
Parties to the Protocol to raise the min-
imum age for voluntary recruitment into
their national armed forces from the current
international standard of 15 years of age.

(4) ARMED GROUPS.—The United States un-
derstands that the term ‘‘armed groups’’ in
Article 4 of the Protocol means nongovern-
mental armed groups such as rebel groups,
dissident armed forces, and other insurgent
groups.

(5) NO BASIS FOR JURISDICTION BY ANY
INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL.—The United
States understands that nothing in the Pro-
tocol establishes a basis for jurisdiction by
any international tribunal, including the
International Criminal Court.
SEC. 3. CONDITIONS.

The advice and consent of the Senate
under section 1 is subject to the following
conditions:

(1) REQUIREMENT TO DEPOSIT DECLARA-
TION.—The President shall, upon ratification
of the Protocol, deposit a binding declara-
tion under Article 3(2) of the Protocol that
states in substance that—

(A) the minimum age at which the United
States permits voluntary recruitment into
the Armed Forces of the United States is 17
years of age;

(B) the United States has established safe-
guards to ensure that such recruitment is
not forced or coerced, including a require-
ment in section 505(a) of title 10, United

States Code, that no person under 18 years of
age may be originally enlisted in the Armed
Forces of the United States without the
written consent of the person’s parent or
guardian, if the parent or guardian is enti-
tled to the person’s custody and control;

(C) each person recruited into the Armed
Forces of the United States receives a com-
prehensive briefing and must sign an enlist-
ment contract that, taken together, specify
the duties involved in military service; and

(D) all persons recruited into the Armed
Forces of the United States must provide re-
liable proof of age before their entry into
military service.

(2) INTERPRETATION OF THE PROTOCOL.—The
Senate reaffirms condition (8) of the resolu-
tion of ratification of the Document Agreed
Among the States Parties to the Treaty on
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE)
of November 19, 1990 (adopted at Vienna on
May 31, 1996), approved by the Senate on May
14, 1997 (relating to condition (1) of the reso-
lution of ratification of the INF Treaty, ap-
proved by the Senate on May 27, 1988).

(3) REPORTS.—
(A) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days

after the deposit of the United States instru-
ment of ratification, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to the Committee on For-
eign Relations and the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate a report describing
the measures taken by the military depart-
ments to comply with the obligation set
forth in Article 1 of the Protocol. The report
shall include the text of any applicable regu-
lations, directives, or memoranda governing
the policies of the departments in imple-
menting that obligation.

(B) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—
(i) REPORT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.—

The Secretary of State shall submit to the
Committee on Foreign Relations and the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate
a copy of any report submitted to the Com-
mittee on the Rights of the Child pursuant
to Article 8 of the Protocol.

(ii) REPORT BY THE SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE.—Not later than 30 days after any sig-
nificant change in the policies of the mili-
tary departments in implementing the obli-
gation set forth in Article 1 of the Protocol,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit a re-
port to the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate describing the change and the ration-
ale therefor.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself and
Mr. MILLER):

S. 2613. A bill to amend section 507 of the
Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Manage-
ment Act of 1996 to authorize additional ap-
propriations for historically black colleges
and universities, to decrease the cost-sharing
requirement relating to the additional ap-
propriations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CORZINE:
S. 2614. A bill to amend title XVIII of the

Social Security Act to reduce the work
hours and increase the supervision of resi-
dent physicians to ensure the safety of pa-
tients and resident physicians themselves; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MURKOWSKI (for himself and
Mr. WELLSTONE):

S. 2615. A bill to amend title XVII of the
Social Security Act to provide for improve-
ments in access to services in rural hospitals

and critical access hospitals; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. THURMOND:
S. 2616. A bill to amend the Public Health

Service Act to establish an Office of Men’s
Health; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. MILLER, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. DODD, Mr. NELSON
of Florida, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. WARNER, Mr. NELSON of
Nebraska, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. HELMS,
Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. REID, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. BAYH, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. ALLEN, and Mr. SES-
SIONS):

S. Res. 283. A resolution recognizing the
successful completion of democratic elec-
tions in the Republic of Colombia; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 1339

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) and the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. MURKOWSKI) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1339, a bill to amend
the Bring Them Home Alive Act of 2000
to provide an asylum program with re-
gard to American Persian Gulf War
POW/MIAs, and for other purposes.

S. 1746

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
TORRICELLI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1746, a bill to amend the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 and the Energy Re-
organization Act of 1974 to strengthen
security at sensitive nuclear facilities.

S. 1785

At the request of Mr. CLELAND, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1785, a bill to
urge the President to establish the
White House Commission on National
Military Appreciation Month, and for
other purposes.

S. 1931

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1931, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove patient access to, and utilization
of, the colorectal cancer screening ben-
efit under the medicare program.

S. 2070

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. SARBANES) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2070, a bill to amend part A of
title IV to exclude child care from the
determination of the 5-year limit on
assistance under the temporary assist-
ance to needy families program, and
for other purposes.
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