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States, and if the conditions are not satisfac-
tory, then the products cannot be sent to the
U.S. That way, factories don’t get paid if
they don’t follow the rules.

ELIZABETH ECHEVERRIA. Before any of
these solutions can be put into motion, we
must heighten awareness of these injustices.
American people have a strong voice. Be-
cause only when these companies realize
that their profit will go down will they lis-
ten.

We are the consumers and we have the
power. So the most important thing that all
of you in the audience can do is write letters
to the CEOs of these places—the GAP, Liz
Clayburn, Reebok, et cetera—and let them
know that the public is concerned.

DAMON ROONEY. Labor exploitation is a
problem that affects us all. We are the ones
wearing the clothes and drinking the coffee
picked by exploited hands. It is up to us to
change these injustices.

Thank you, Mr. Sanders, for your time.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CROWLEY
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OF COLORADO
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Wednesday, May 15, 2002

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the vital ef-
forts of an organization that has dedicated its
mission to preserving our nation’s and Colo-
rado’s western values and heritage. This year
the Crowley County Heritage Society will cele-
brate an important accomplishment to settling
the West, the emergence of irrigated farming.
As the society celebrates this vital piece of
Western culture, I would like to commend the
society’s efforts toward preserving the early
Colorado achievements and accomplishments.

This May, the society has chosen to recog-
nize the thoughtfulness and forbearance of our
early Colorado settlers. As this country was
expanding, the need to create abundant and
rich soil became a backbone to ensuring our
settlement of Western lands. Using an avail-
able water source, the Arkansas River, our
forefathers built several reservoirs and canals
to gather and transfer large amounts of water
that would be used to irrigate otherwise fruit-
less soil. Through a long duct known as the
Colorado Canal, water began to be diverted to
Crowley County allowing aspiring farmers to
reap the benefits of an otherwise desolate
landscape. Years later, more reservoirs would
be created, several under the Twin Lakes and
Colorado Canal company, who would further
construct reservoirs and canals to bring the
precious resource of water to several counties
throughout Colorado. This was a remarkable
accomplishment for those early times in our
history and I am thankful organizations such
as Crowley County Heritage Society have cho-
sen to honor our early pioneers.

Mr. Speaker, as this country continues to
change and forge our future, we will rely upon
these heritage societies to remind us of our
difficult and humble beginnings. Today many
of us in the West take for granted the ability
to raise and reap agricultural products from
the land and it is imperative that we remember
the trials and tribulations of those early days
that ensured a future for us all. I would like to
extend my thanks to Crowley County Heritage
Society and commend them for their fine ef-

forts over the years to preserve our past. I
wish you all the best with your celebration and
good luck in your future endeavors.
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CHF INTERNATIONAL: CELE-
BRATING 50 YEARS OF BUILDING
A BETTER WORLD
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, in these times
of world gloom and heightened concerns for
global safety and security, peace and pros-
perity in the aftermath of the tragedy of Sep-
tember 11, we have come to better under-
stand the stark reality that people and commu-
nities who feel powerless and who live in pov-
erty-stricken conditions with little hope for a
different future often become frustrated and
angry with their lives. These conditions often
breed contempt for society in some and even-
tually can contribute to the corrosion of world
stability.

But we also know that human misery, pow-
erlessness and other forms of depravation can
be addressed and are being successfully ad-
dressed by organizations such as CHF Inter-
national which is celebrating its 50th Anniver-
sary during this year of 2002.

Begun in 1952 as a housing cooperative
building affordable housing in rural America
and in low-income neighborhoods of older cit-
ies, CHF has grown into a world renown cata-
lyst for sustainable positive change in low and
moderate income communities around the
world. CHF International works in communities
from Africa to Asia to meet the challenges
posed by global poverty, complex emer-
gencies and humanitarian crises, social and
economic disparities caused by conflict or po-
litical transition, and environmental degrada-
tion.

Led by the energetic and unselfishly com-
mitted team of Chairman Gordon Cavanaugh,
President and CEO, Michael Doyle and Vice
President Judith Hermanson and hundreds of
dedicated staff worldwide, CHF International is
clearly making a difference in the lives of ordi-
nary people in over 100 countries.

CHF’s formula for success, as recognized
by the United Nations on its ‘‘Scroll of
Honour’’, has always been a strong belief in
the goodness and power of the human spirit,
fortified by openness and transparency, fiscal
responsibility, continuing education, demo-
cratic governance and greater community par-
ticipation.

Supported in large part by the United States
Agency for International Development and
other international and domestic benefactors,
CHF International, over the past ten years,
has been able to leverage over $165 million to
provide more than $60 million in microenter-
prise loans, to create over 500,000 jobs, to
train over 103,000 people for community oper-
ations, to build or improve close to 100,000
homes, improve the economic standing of
over 2 million impoverished women and help
form or strengthen some 8,000 local co-ops.

Mr. Speaker, as the former Chairman of the
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee and cur-
rent Chairman of the Europe Subcommittee, I
have been aware of CHF’s programs in places
stretching from El Salvador and Guatemala to

Serbia, Kosovo and Azerbaijan. The work of
CHF International and its worldwide staff has
been impressive and should be recognized,
applauded and supported for its extraordinary
contribution to humanity.

Once again, congratulations to CHF Inter-
national for fifty years of working to build a
better world.
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Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to and congratulating Kenneth Seldon of
Hampshire County, West Virginia. For over 50
years, Mr. Seldon’s hard work and dedication
to his community have been truly inspiring.

With a work ethic deeply rooted in the
American Dream, Kenneth Seldon has faith-
fully operated Riverside Service and General
Store in Yellow Spring, West Virginia since
May 22, 1952. In addition to operating the
business, Kenneth also served as Yellow
Spring Postmaster from 1957 to 1982. Mr.
Seldon is also a charter member of the Capon
Valley Ruritan and an active member of the
Timber Ridge Christian Church.

In honor of Kenneth Seldon’s 50 years of
hard work, dedication, and commitment to his
family and community, I ask my friends in
Hampshire County and my colleagues here in
the nation’s capital to join me in recognizing
May 19, 2002 as a day of celebration and rec-
ognition for Kenneth Seldon.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I am
today introducing a bill dealing with the clean-
up and closure of Rocky Flats, a Department
of Energy (DOE) site just 15 miles from down-
town Denver, Colorado.

Rocky Flats once produced vital compo-
nents of nuclear weapons. But now production
there has ended, and the site is being cleaned
up and readied for closure—after which, under
legislation enacted last year, it will become a
National Wildlife Refuge.

Cleanup at Rocky Flats is proceeding under
a plan agreed to by DOE, EPA, and the State
of Colorado. DOE’s goal is to complete clean-
up and close the site on or before December
15, 2006.

Closure of Rocky Flats will mean increased
greater safety for Coloradans. But it will also
mean reduced demands for funds for security
and maintenance of the site as well as for
cleanup work. And that can make additional
funds available to meet the needs of other nu-
clear-weapons sites, including sites in Wash-
ington, Texas, Ohio, Tennessee, South Caro-
lina, Idaho, New Mexico, and other States.

As a crucial part of the cleanup, DOE in-
tends to relocate several tons of plutonium
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and other radioactive materials from Rocky
Flats. The previous Administration planned to
ship the plutonium to the Savannah River site,
in South Carolina. There, some of it was to be
used to create mixed-oxide (MOX) fuel for
commercial nuclear reactors and some was to
be immobilized for disposal elsewhere.

This plan was developed to implement an
international agreement under which both the
United States and Russia agreed to reduce
stockpiles of weapons-grade plutonium, This is
an important part of our efforts to prevent pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons, which of course
is so vital an aspect of our foreign and de-
fense policies. It is also important to our na-
tional security to consolidate this surplus pluto-
nium in one location so that it can be effec-
tively guarded and efficiently managed—and
since Rocky Flats is slated for closure, it does
not make sense to keep the plutonium there.

However, the Bush Administration now has
adopted a new plutonium-disposition strategy
that does not include immobilization. In turn,
that has prompted the Governor of South
Carolina to raise objections to having pluto-
nium shipped to that State. The Governor has
gone into federal court to prevent that from
happening—and as a result, shipments of plu-
tonium from Rocky Flats have been delayed.

Other legislation has been introduced that
addresses issues raised in that lawsuit, and
the bill I am introducing today does not focus
on them—it focuses only on the cleanup and
closure of Rocky Flats.

That is because while Coloradans may differ
about some things, we all agree that a prompt
and effective cleanup and closure of the
Rocky Flats site is a matter of highest priority
for our state—and we are all concerned that
the shipments of plutonium, originally sched-
uled to begin last fall, are not yet underway.
We are worried that unless those shipments
begin soon the DOE will be unable to achieve
its goal of completing the cleanup and closure
of Rocky Flats by 2006.

That is why I was disappointed last week
when the House’s Republican leadership re-
fused to even allow consideration of including
in the defense authorization bill a simple state-
ment of the importance of a timely cleanup.
That is why I think it is now essential to act to
protect Colorado’s interests in case DOE does
not soon overcome obstacles to removal of
the Rocky Flats plutonium. And that is the pur-
pose of the bill I am introducing today.

The bill is intended to make it more likely
that DOE will have the ability and the incentive
to meet the 2006 cleanup goal. It provides that
if shipments of the Rocky Flats plutonium
under the current disposition plan have not
begun by July 1 of this year, DOE will be re-
quired to examine alternative plans and to re-
port on those alternatives within 6 months.
And if shipments have not been completed by
November 1 of next year, as called for in cur-
rent cleanup plans, DOE would be required to
compensate Colorado at the rate of $1 million
per day—up to $100 million per year—until all
the Rocky Flats plutonium has been removed.

These deadlines were not selected arbi-
trarily. It is essential that the plutonium now
stored at Rocky Flats be removed by the fall
of next year so DOE can accomplish other es-
sential cleanup work that must be done in
order to achieve a 2006 closure. If the pluto-
nium stays at Rocky Flats too long, DOE runs
the risk of missing other cleanup and closure
milestones and of failing to live up to its com-

mitments to Colorado. That is also why there
is an immediate need to explore other alter-
native locations to which the plutonium can be
sent. DOE did look at other alternatives before
selecting the South Carolina site, so I think a
new examination of alternatives would not
take very long, but it must be done soon for
DOE to stay on schedule at Rocky Flats.

Admittedly, this is strong medicine. But I
think strong medicine is required in this case,
because this is a matter of such great impor-
tance to the country and particularly to Colo-
rado.

In drafting this bill, I cannot claim great origi-
nality. The requirement for a consideration of
alternatives is based on legislation that Sen-
ator WAYNE ALLARD, Colorado’s junior Senator
has proposed, and the idea of a $1 million-
per-day incentive is based on legislation intro-
duced by our colleague, Representative
LINDSEY GRAHAM to protect the interests of
South Carolina. My purpose in shaping this
proposal was not to be innovative, but to de-
velop legislation that would protect Colorado’s
interests and advance the national interest in
reducing our stockpile of weapons-grade plu-
tonium.

Mr. Speaker, I have supported DOE’s efforts
to achieve an effective cleanup of Rocky Flats,
closure of the site, and its transformation into
a National Wildlife Refuge before the end of
2006. I have done so because I have consid-
ered that to be in the national interest as well
as the interests of all Coloradans—and of that
I am still convinced. The bill I am introducing
today reflects my continuing determination to
do all I can to see that DOE will continue to
press forward to achieve those goals.
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RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE
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Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend Seminole High School in Gaines
County, Texas for winning the 2002 University
Interscholastic League Class AAA State Aca-
demic Championship. Students from Seminole
High School proved themselves superior to
students from throughout the state of Texas at
the UIL one-act play and academic meet com-
petition earlier this month. Seminole High
School earned 1191⁄2 points, which was 101⁄2
points higher than its closest competitor.

Seminole High School has performed well
during the state UIL competitions in past. The
school won first place in the state competition
in 1993 and 1994. Students of Seminole High
School won runner-up honors in 1995 and
2001. The UIL competition requires students
to prove their skills and knowledge in a wide
range of studies, including mathematics,
science, writing, reading and interpretation.
Students also must perform a one-act play.

Students at Seminole High School have ac-
complished a commendable achievement. The
students’ success in statewide competition re-
flects highly on their dedication to academic
excellence, and it reflects highly on their
teachers and administrators to whom their
education has been entrusted. It is with great
pride that I recognize the Seminole High
School students competing in the 2002 UIL

competition in Class AAA for their tremendous
accomplishment.

Children’s academic successes are crucial
to our nation’s continued growth and pros-
perity, and students at Seminole High School
seem poised to serve this country well. I am
proud to represent such a high achieving aca-
demic institution as Seminole High School.
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CHURCH ‘‘HIS KIDS ’N’ COM-
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, there
are a select group of people who reach out to
make the world a better place, and truly make
an impact on our lives. These folks keep us
aware of what it means to be an American,
what our values are and should remain; and
keep us ever mindful of the many sacrifices
made by courageous Americans to insure fu-
ture generations enjoy our many freedoms.

Hebron Baptist Church in Dacula, Georgia,
not only spreads the Gospel of our Lord and
Savior, they are ever mindful of teaching patri-
otism and the importance of our nation’s free-
dom to openly express the words, ‘‘In God We
Trust.’’

I was privileged recently to witness a musi-
cal play entitled, ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ starring
the children of Hebron Baptist Church, ‘‘His
Kids ’N’ Company.’’ It was an excellent por-
trayal of how important it is to us as a nation
to protect ourselves from those who would
prefer to abolish from all public view, the
words ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ The play portrayed
the development of our nation, from the ships
leaving Europe filled with pilgrims searching
for religious freedom, to the many sacrifices
made by generations of our citizens in order to
maintain such freedom; as well as the attacks
being made today to abolish open expression
of belief in God.

It was an outstanding musical play with a
very serious message, and the ‘‘kids’’ were
successful in their effort, not only to get the
message across of what being an American
patriot is all about, but they truly touched the
hearts of everyone in attendance. I believe
there is no place more fitting to recognize and
honor this most patriotic musical play and its
participants, than in the House of Representa-
tives—the very seat of our nation’s govern-
ment.

I wish each of you could have the oppor-
tunity to witness this outstanding production,
which was created by Jeff Brockelman; with
music by Chris and Diane Machen; and script
by Jeff Brockelman and Sharon Thorne.

I ask my fellow members to join in congratu-
lating Larry Wynn, Senior Pastor of Hebron
Baptist Church; John Williams, Music Ministry
Assistant; Billy Britt, Pastor of Church Growth
and Institute Training; Pam Turner, Director of
the Children’s Choir; and Jackie McFarland,
Music Ministry Assistant. A special congratula-
tions is in order to all those who were directly
involved with the musical play, along with ‘‘His
Kids ’N’ Company’’ who performed superbly.
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