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dropped so low that it is not feasible.
But they want to keep the lease open.
So they make payments.

Under the provision in the bill, we
say those payments are expensed over 2
years. Frankly, they should be ex-
pensed in the year made.

I might note we passed countless
amendments that said let us give a tax
credit for this. We will reduce taxes
substantially; in other words, have the
taxpayers subsidize it. In this case, we
are not looking for subsidies. If some-
body writes a check, we are asking
that they be able to expense that
check.

Frankly, the provision in the Senate
bill is over 2 years. It should be 1 year.
When you write the check ‘‘for lease
payment,” you could have an example
where somebody has a lease to drill
someplace, and a political obstruction
has arisen—maybe State, maybe Fed-
eral, maybe whatever—and they are
not able to commence exploration. But
if they don’t make payments, they
would lose the lease. They should be
able to expense those payments in the
year made.

The bill before us says they should be
able to expense it in 2 years. That is
more than defensible.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of the motion to table the Graham
amendment.

I move to table the Graham amend-
ment, and I ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as if in ex-
ecutive session, I ask unanimous con-
sent that immediately following the
disposition of H.R. 4, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following judicial nominations:
Calendar Nos. 777 and 780; that the Sen-
ate vote immediately on the nomina-
tions, the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
that any statements thereon be printed
in the RECORD; and the Senate return
to legislative session, with the pre-
ceding occurring without any inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
it be in order to ask for the yeas and
nays on both nominations with one
show of seconds.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I now ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

NATIONAL LABORATORIES PART-
NERSHIP IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2001—Continued

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I should ad-
vise all Members that we are now at
the end of the debate time on this piece
of legislation. We are now going to
start a series of votes. We could have
as many as 12 votes. We will try to
complete within the time set. Everyone
should try to stay as close to the
Chamber as possible for this very long
and arduous task of completing the bill
today.

This will be the end of 6 weeks that
the two managers have worked on this
bill.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the vote sequence commences there be
2 minutes between each vote with the
time equally divided and controlled in
the usual form; that no other amend-
ments be in order; that no points of
order be considered waived by this
agreement; and that all votes after the
first vote on the Harkin amendment be
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAR-
PER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3364 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2917

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the pending amend-
ments be set aside and that it be in
order for the Senate to consider
amendment No. 3364, that it be set
aside, and that it be the last amend-
ment in order on the bill now before
the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Chair hears none, and it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To amend the Internal Revenue

Code of 1986 to exempt receipts of tax-ex-

empt rural electric cooperatives for the

construction of line extensions to encour-
age development of section 29 qualified fuel
sources)

In Division H, on page 215, between lines 10
and 11, insert the following:

SEC. . TREATMENT OF CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT
INCOME OR COOPERATIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 501(c)(12), as amended by this Act, is
amended by striking ‘‘or” at the end of
clause (iv), by striking the period at the end
of clause (v) and insert *‘, or’”’, and by adding
at the end the following new clause:

‘“(vi) from the receipt before January 1,
2007, of any money, property, capital, or any
other contribution in aid of construction or
connection charge intended to facilitate the
provision of electric service for the purpose
of developing qualified fuels from non-
conventional sources (within the meaning of
section 29).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

AMENDMENT NO. 3195

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask that
the Senate now begin voting on the
Harkin amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to amendment
No. 3195.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
HELMS), is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DUR-
BIN). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 89 Leg.]

YEAS—52
Allard Enzi Murkowski
Allen Frist Nickles
Bayh Gramm Roberts
Bennett Grassley Rockefeller
Bond Hagel Santorum
Breaux Harkin Schumer
Brownback Hollings Sessions
Bunning Hutchinson Shelby
Burns Hutchison Smith (OR)
Campbell Inhofe Specter
Cleland Kyl Stevens
Clinton Landrieu Thomas
Cochran Lincoln Thompson
Craig Lott Thurmond
Crapo Lugar Voinovich
DeWine McCain Warner
Domenici McConnell
Ensign Miller
NAYS—47
Akaka Dorgan Levin
Baucus Durbin Lieberman
Biden Edwards Mikulski
Bingaman Feingold Murray
Boxer Feinstein Nelson (FL)
Byrd Fitzgerald Nelson (NE)
Cantwell Graham Reed
Carnahan Gregg Reid
Carper Hatch Sarbanes
Chafee Inouye Smith (NH)
Collins Jeffords Snowe
Conrad Johnson Stabenow
Corzine Kennedy Torricelli
Daschle Kerry Wellstone
Dayton Kohl Wyden
Dodd Leahy
NOT VOTING—1
Helms

The amendment (No. 3195) was agreed
to.

Mr. COCHRAN. I move to reconsider
the vote.

Mr. LOTT. I move to lay that motion
on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 3198

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 2 minutes equally divided
prior to the vote on the motion to
table the amendment by the Senator
from Delaware. Who yields time?

Mr. CARPER. I yield 30 seconds to
the Senator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, in my
30 seconds, I emphasize the point that
this amendment is a significant step
toward freeing the United States from
dependence on OPEC oil. The front
page of today’s New York Times con-
tains a statement by the Crown Prince
of Saudi Arabia that, if necessary, to
blackmail the United States to change
our policy toward Israel, Saudi Arabia
is prepared to move to the right of bin
Laden. Saudi Arabia gave us bin Laden,
and 15 of the 19 terrorists from 9-11.
Vote for this amendment.
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