April 23, 2002

We reiterate that we owe a debt of
gratitude to these men and women of
the D.C. National Guard and thank
them for their service.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORBES). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. NEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 378.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of House Concurrent Resolution
378, the concurrent resolution just
agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MORELLA  addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON. addressen the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. THUNE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

OIL DISTORTS U.S. FOREIGN
POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent events in Venezuela have given
the American people yet another exam-
ple of the way that oil distorts U.S.
foreign policy. Most Americans do not
realize it, but Venezuela is a crucial
supplier of oil to the United States. Ac-
cording to the CIA, petroleum domi-
nates the Venezuelan economy, ac-
counting for approximately one-third
of its economy and 80 percent of its ex-
port earnings. In fact, Venezuela ranks
third on the list of countries that pro-
vide with us petroleum, approximately
1.6 million barrels every day, or more
than half of its total production.

Stanley Weiss, founder and chairman
of Business Executives for National Se-
curity, a nonpartisan organization of
business leaders, wrote recently in the
Los Angeles Times that the United
States imports twice as much oil from
Canada and Venezuela as it does from
the Persian Gulf. And Venezuela is par-
ticularly important as a source of re-
formulated gasoline, which is required
in many American cities that are
struggling to meet USEPA emission
standards for clean air.

Every time an American citizen pulls
up to a Citgo gas pump, they are pump-
ing dollars into the Venezuelan na-
tional oil company known as Pedevesa.
And it was labor unrest at the
Pedevesa facilities throughout Ven-
ezuela that helped to spur the 1l-day
coup against Venezuelan President
Hugh Chavez.

So important is Venezuelan oil to the
world’s market that the price of oil
dropped precipitously after Chavez was
deposed and rebounded just as quickly
when he was restored to power by the
people of Venezuela.

The Bush administration, which is
dominated by o0il in much the same
manner as the Venezuelan economy,
could barely contain its glee when
President Chavez was overthrown in a
coup d’etat. Meanwhile, every other
government in this hemisphere reacted
negatively to the overthrow of a demo-
cratically elected government. By put-
ting the interests of the oil economy
first and democratic rule second, the
Bush administration not only found
itself out of step with every other gov-
ernment in Latin America but fool-
ishly forfeited the high moral ground.

Now the administration has a lot of
sorting out to do. It has to explain to
Congress about what really happened
in Venezuela. Did the Bush administra-
tion actively encourage antidemocratic
forces to overthrow a leader with
whom we happen to disagree? Did the
Bush administration give a wink and a
nod to the coup plotters? Under what
authority was the Bush administration
acting when U.S. military advisers
found themselves on the side of the in-
surgents? When was that action au-
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thorized by the Congress of the United
States? When did President Bush learn
about the attempted coup and direc-
tion was given to U.S. diplomats, mili-
tary officials, and advisers in the re-
gion? What did they receive from the
White House, the State Department or
the Defense Department? What rela-
tionship does the President, Vice Presi-
dent, or any of his advisers have with
any oil interests in Venezuela? On
whose order did the Bush administra-
tion officials choose not to speak out
against the overthrow of a democrat-
ically elected president from a nation
that is America’s third largest oil sup-
plier?

The United States simply must oc-
cupy the moral high ground. We are en-
gaged in a worldwide battle against
terrorism and antidemocratic forces.
We are trying to show the rest of the
world what it means to stand up for
democratic values. Not to support a le-
gitimately elected government, no
matter how much we may disagree
with its president, has damaged the
perception of the United States as a
standard bearer for legitimate elec-
tions and democratic governments.

The Organization of American States
took a position diametrically opposed
to this country’s position. I hope the
Committee on International Relations
demands a full explanation by the Bush
administration so there is no repeat of
this sorry performance. President Cha-
vez should understand that Americans
believe in democracy and view Ven-
ezuela as a friend, not just as an oil
well. And the American people can
take from this latest sordid experience
another lesson in the many ways in
which dependence on foreign oil dis-
torts our politics and our policy.

Mr. Speaker, I submit herewith for
the RECORD two articles, one from the
Toledo Blade that talks about the ad-
ministration’s flip-flop in our policy
towards Venezuela, and also a time line
and related article from the New York
Times on ‘2 days that Shook Ven-
ezuela: The Fall, and Return, of Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez.

[From the New York Times, Apr. 20, 2002]

2 DAYS THAT SHOOK VENEZUELA: THE FALL,

AND RETURN, OF HUGO CHAVEZ

The killings at the anti-Chavez demonstra-
tion rocked the country, reviving memories
of the violent events in 1989, known as the
Caracazo, in which hundreds were killed by
government forces. Venezuelans across the
political spectrum swore that such violence
would never take place again.

According to witnesses, shots were fired
from several buildings as well as from a
bridge one block from the presidential pal-
ace, which overlooks the route of the march.
One of the buildings that witnesses identified
as a source of gunfire contains the offices of
Freddy Bernal, the mayor of the borough
that includes downtown Caracas and one of
the leaders of the Bolivarian Circles.

Eddie Ramiez, an executive with the state
oil company, was in a part of the march that
came close to the presidential palace. ‘‘Shots
were fired from a building,” he said. ‘I think
there were people there waiting for us, and
some crazy person started to shoot.”

None of the snipers who fired from rooftops
(as opposed to the bridge) have been identi-
fied, with pro-Chavez forces arguing that
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