March 22, 2002

NOMINATION OF JAMES MAHAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am very
pleased that the Senate has approved
Judge James C. Mahan, of Las Vegas,
to be the next judge on the United
States District Court for the District
of Nevada.

May I say on behalf of my colleague,
Senator ENSIGN, and myself that Jim
Mahan has the unequivocal support of
both Senators from Nevada.

Jim Mahan currently serves as a
Judge on the Eighth Judicial District
Court in Clark County, Nevada, He was
Governor Kenny Guinn’s first judicial
appointment to the Clark County Dis-
trict Court in February 1999, an ap-
pointment that reflects the deep re-
spect Judge Mahan has garnered from
his colleagues and other Nevada offi-
cials. Since taking the bench on March
8, 1999, he has presided over a docket of
more than 3,000 civil and criminal
cases. Despite this heavy docket, Judge
Mahan also hears probate matters,
drug court and grand jury returns on a
regular basis.

As my colleagues have heard me
state on numerous occasions, Las
Vegas has been the fastest growing
metropolitan community in the United
States for more than a decade. Very
hard work and dedication is required of
our judges, policemen, firemen, and
other civil servants on a daily basis.

These qualities will serve Judge
Mahan well on the U.S. District Court
for the District of Nevada, whose dock-
et has increased at a rate that mirrors
the explosive growth of my home
State, especially Las Vegas.

I am so proud to have played a role in
creating three additional judgeships
for the District of Nevada over the last
few years.

Prior to the Senate’s confirmation of
Roger Hunt and Kent Dawson last year,
and Larry Hickes last month, Nevad-
ans seeking justice in Federal court
were forced to wait up to 3 years before
their case went to trial. And these
delays may have been worse had it not
been for our hard working judges.
Those judges hear, on average, more
cases than any active judges through-
out the country.

Although the docket remains one of
the busiest in the Federal judiciary,
these judgeships—and the fine jurists
who have filled them—have had an im-
mediate impact on the Federal bench
in Nevada. When he takes his place on
the District Court, Jim Mahan will be
a tremendous asset to what is already
one of the finest courts in the nation.

As he assumes his new judgeship,
Judge Mahan also will be taking a
wealth of other experiences with him
to the bench. Before becoming a judge,
he and Frank A. Ellis III formed the
law firm of Mahan & Ellis, where they
practiced business and commercial law
for 17 years in Las Vegas.

A long-time resident of Las Vegas,
having lived and practiced law continu-
ously since 1973, Jim was admitted to
practice in Nevada in 1974 in both State
and Federal court, the Ninth Circuit
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Court of Appeals in 1974, and the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1980.

Jim Mahan was born in El Paso, TX,
on December 16, 1943. His family even-
tually moved to Grand Junction, CO,
where he graduated from high school.
Jim graduated from the University of
Charleston in Charleston, WV, in 1965,
and received his law degree from Van-
derbilt University School of Law in
1973. In between his graduate and law
school studies, Jim served in the
United States Navy.

Jim has been blessed with a beautiful
family. He and his wife of 33 years, Ei-
leen, are the proud parents of one son
James, Junior, who is a graduate from
the University of Southern California.

In short, Jim Mahan has already
proven that he is an excellent judge
and a fine Nevadan. He will make an
outstanding addition to the Federal
bench.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, our
victory Thursday on campaign finance
reform was a tremendous victory for
the American people, and it wouldn’t
have been possible without the tremen-
dous support of grassroots organiza-
tions whose members and staff worked
tirelessly to help us pass this bill. I
mentioned a few of those organizations
on the floor yesterday, but I wanted to
take this opportunity today to single
out four other groups who made invalu-
able contributions to our effort as part
of the Americans For Reform coalition.
The Sierra Club, AARP, the League of
Women Voters, and NETWORK, the
Catholic social justice lobby, deserve
special recognition for the work they
did on this legislation. I would also
like to thank John Weaver and Lanny
Wiles for their assistance during this
effort. In particular, I am grateful to
the people of Wisconsin whose support
for this issue has been strong and
steadfast.

———

THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE USA

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
recognize the 90th anniversary of the
Girl Scouts of the USA, GSUSA, this
month. Girl Scouting began on March
12, 1912, when founder Juliet Gordon
Low assembled 18 girls from Savannah,
GA. She believed that girls should be
given the opportunity to develop phys-
ically, mentally, and spiritually.

This excellent organization empow-
ers girls to develop their full potential,
to relate positively to others and their
community, and to promote sound val-
ues and community service. GSUSA
continues to expand its programs to
address contemporary issues affecting
girls, while maintaining its original
core values. The organization’s founda-
tion is still premised on the original
1912 ““Girl Scout Promise and Law.”’

Today, Girl Scouting has a member-
ship of 3.8 million, comprised of 2.7 mil-
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lion girl members and over 900,000
adult members, making this the larg-
est organization for girls worldwide.
Moreover, this American organization
is a member of the larger worldwide
family of 10 million girls and adults in
140 countries.

Through Girl Scouting, girls acquire
self-confidence and expertise, take on
responsibilities, are encouraged to
think creatively and act with integ-
rity, all qualities essential for good
citizenship and great leaders. At each
level of Girl Scouting, girls engage in
numerous activities including science
and technology, sports, health and fit-
ness, the arts, global awareness, com-
munity service, money management
and finance, and much more. Impor-
tantly, the organization has estab-
lished a research institute, receiving
government funding to address vio-
lence prevention. It is also addressing
the digital divide with activities that
encourage girls to pursue careers in
science, math, and technology.

In 2001, GSUSA launched a major ini-
tiative rededicating themselves to
their founder’s vision of empowering
girls to grow into healthy, resourceful
citizens. They are diligently working
to ensure that Girl Scouting is avail-
able to every girl in every community,
reaching beyond racial, ethnic, socio-
economic or geographic boundaries.
Girl Scout troops meet everywhere in-
cluding suburban, urban and rural
areas, homeless shelters, migrant farm
camps, and juvenile detention facili-
ties. Some girls meet online via the
Internet. And through one of Girl
Scout’s signature initiatives, Girl
Scouts Beyond Bars, girls meet in pris-
ons where their mothers are incarcer-
ated.

Out of the almost one million adults
in Girl Scouting, 99 percent are volun-
teers. While Girl Scouts enjoys the
largest adult involvement of all such
organizations, new leaders and mentors
are constantly needed to serve the in-
creasing number of participants who
desire to be Girl Scouts.

Though the first troops met before
women were given the right to vote, 90
years later there is a ‘‘Troop Capitol
Hill” made up entirely of Congress-
women who are honorary Girl Scouts.
More than 50 million women are alum-
nae. Over two-thirds of our doctors,
lawyers, educators, community lead-
ers, and women Members of Congress
were once members of Girl Scouting, as
were 64 percent of the women listed in
“Who’s Who of American Women.”’

For 90 years this month, this re-
spected organization has demonstrated
a proven track record of empowering
girls to become leaders, equipping
adults to be positive role models and
mentors for children, and helping to
build strong communities. With the
support and dedication of Congress,
Girl Scouts will surely continue this
fine tradition for the next 90 years and
beyond.

Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the 90th anniversary
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