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pick are either to the far Left or the far
Right and are clearly not representative of
main stream Israel. Last week they ran a
story about a Palestinian women coming
into Israel to give birth and being wounded
in the shoulder when her car ran a road-
block. The don’t follow it up with the fact
that she was taken quickly taken to hospital
where she gave birth to a healthy baby and
recovered from her wound. Nor do they tell
you that the very next day a pregnant Israeli
woman was ambushed on the highway and
shot in the abdomen as a gift to the Pales-
tinian woman. We go after those who are
killing us. We do not respond by targeting ci-
vilians.

I said earlier that for ten years we had a
green light. We no longer have that green
light. It has been replaced by a flashing yel-
low light. We still live our normal lives—go
to work—go to the mall—go to the movies—
make gourmet dinners—have weddings and
bar mizvahs—work out—plant gardens—go
to lectures, concerts, and plays—all the nor-
mal things one does. Except that flashing
yellow light makes us more aware of where
we are and who’s around us. When we hear
more than one siren, as we did last night, we
run and turn on the news—another suicide
bomber blew himself up in a crowded reli-
gious neighborhood. When we hear an explo-
sion, it could be something on a construction
site or a car backfire, but we think bomb.
You might expect us to go around with long
faces and sometimes we do, but mostly not.
Nevertheless we are always hurting inside.
We know so many are grieving. We see the
pictures of the beautiful young people who
have been killed and our hearts are breaking.
The hardest part for me and, I think, others
is that there is no end in sight. How long can
this go on? What will happen next?

The talk is always, let’s achieve calm let’s
get back to the negotiating table. But with
whom are we going to negotiate? Arafat?
Arafat, the inventor of terrorism; the con-
summate liar! A man who prays for the
peace of the brave on the New York Times
Op Ed page and at the very same time shouts
Jihad, a million martyrs on to Jerusalem to
his own people in Arabic. A man who has not
only abused the opportunity offered him for
peace but has brutally abused his own people
by manipulation and lies. he is every bit as
vicious as Ben Laden. Would America nego-
tiate with Ben Laden? With whom then are
we going to negotiate? And if we do find
someone how meaningful will a signed piece
of paper be? There are three generations of
Palestinians here who have learned to hate
Jews from birth; who’s greatest mitzvah is
to kill a Jew. How can that change with a
piece of paper?

We are at a terrible impasse her. How do
we protect ourselves and at the same time
create a Palestinian entity that is self-suffi-
cient and independent of us. This is it. This
is what every Israeli wants.

And what about you? Where do you fit into
this Jewish world of ours? I have told you
about Israel, but what about Argentina
where over half of the Jews there are not liv-
ing under the poverty line, or France where
Jews are experiencing a huge upsurge of
anti-Semitism.

And what about America? I don’t know
that much about America; but what I do
know disturbs me. I hear very little raised in
the way of protests against the biased media
and little rallying in support of Israel com-
ing from the Jewish communities in Amer-
ica. What I do know is that the Arab propa-
ganda is so strong and effective in the US
that on the college campuses your children
and grandchildren have never been more
distanced from Israel and are in fact
ashamed of her. American Jewish visitors
are so few here that we can practically
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thank each one personally for coming. Our
hotels and restaurants are closing. Our tour
guides and bus companies are out of work.

Where are you when we need you? Are you
writing to the Congress to thank them for
their support? Are you writing to the Presi-
dent? What about letters to the editor? Are
you countering Palestinian propaganda on
the college campuses? Are you writing to
CNN and NPR when their reporting is clearly
biased? Are you letting people here know
that you care? Have you contributed to a
victim relief fund? What’s happening, folks?

When I was in America last month, I saw a
lot of hand wringing and got a lot of sympa-
thetic comments. Mostly, people wanted to
know why I didn’t come back and live there.

And what did I answer? I told them that we
have had the most fabulous twelve years of
our lives here. Grant you the last months
have been painful. But when I think about
why I am here, what is boils down to is that
living her is the most important statement
that I can make with my life.

Since I began this letter, the situation has
become increasing worse. While we appre-
hend and thwart countless attackers, we
cannot catch them all. Some slip through.
On Thursday, I sent Moshe down to the gro-
cery (here the grocery is so close you can
walk) to pick up a few things I had forgot-
ten. When he arrived, the whole areas had
been blocked off, all traffic stopped. And po-
lice everywhere. Just minutes before, a sui-
cide bomber had entered a very popular out-
door cafe but had been noticed by a customer
who alerted a waiter and together they
pushed him out of the cafe and at the same
time ripped out the wires of the bomb—and
saved the lives of scores of people. These
were just ordinary people, but they per-
formed an extraordinary task. On Friday the
cafe was again packed. Saturday night a
bomber entering another packed cafe in the
center of town was not detected in time—13
were killed and over 50 wounded.

In about an hour, Moshe and I and many of
our neighbors are going to take a walk in the
Jerusalem Peace Forest—a part of the Prom-
enade that looks out over Jerusalem. Per-
haps you have been there. It is a popular
tourist spot. Some weeks ago in this place, a
young Israeli college student, a girl, was at-
tacked by a gang of Arab teenagers and
stabbed to death. Our walk is symbolic. It’s
our way of saying you can’t take our favor-
ite places away from us. We won’t give in to
your terror.

I could tell you many, many stories but I
think you get the picture. This is a war that
is difficult to win; if you defeat your enemy,
you wind up with a captive hostile popu-
lation and territories that you must occupy;
if you make an accommodation with the
enemy, it won’t assure you of safety or that
attitudes will change. It will only put you in
an even less secure situation.

If you believe in prayer, please pray for us.
Both the Israeli and the Palestinian popu-
lations are victimized. We are going through
a living Hell.

———

NEXT STEPS IN U.S. POLICY
TOWARD IRAN

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I will ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD a very thoughtful speech
by my colleague, Mr. BIDEN, on U.S.
policy toward Iran, which he delivered
before the American-Iranian Council
on March 13, 2002.

Mr. BIDEN offers a realistic assess-
ment of the challenges of dealing with
a divided government in Iran, where an
unelected, ‘‘hardcore clique’ holds the
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key levers of power and thwarts the

democratic will of the vast majority of

Iranians.

More significantly, he lists five spe-
cific steps that the United States can
take to increase Iran’s international
linkages and reach out to those in Iran
who take risks to bring about change
and reform. Mr. BIDEN’S speech has
touched off a spirited debate in Iran
about how to respond to his initiative.

Like my colleague from Delaware, 1
do not believe that our many dif-
ferences with the Islamic Republic of
Iran should close off opportunities to
influence Iranian behavior and work
together constructively when we may
share common interests, such as in Af-
ghanistan; assisting with and re-locat-
ing refugees displaced by the Afghan
war; controlling the international nar-
cotics trade; and, perhaps, regarding
the future of Iraq.

Our policies must also assist those in
Iran advocating reform and change in
the Iranian government. Supporting
Iranian admittance to the World Trade
Organization, for example, would
strengthen the hands of reformers in
the Iranian parliament and elsewhere
who seek to undertake the structural
economic reforms that, over time,
could lead to more open political and
economic systems for the Iranian peo-
ple.

I strongly support Mr. BIDEN’S rec-
ommendations, including his invita-
tion to meet with members of the Ira-
nian parliament. I encourage my col-
leagues in the Senate to read Mr.
BIDEN’S speech when considering next
steps in U.S. policy toward Iran.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Senator BIDEN’S speech be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS BY JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.—‘‘PROS-
PECTS FOR PROGRESS: AMERICA AND IRAN
AFTER 9-11"

It is an honor to be invited to speak before
such a distinguished gathering.

The number of accomplished individuals in
the audience today is a testament to the ex-
traordinary achievements of the thriving
Iranian-American community. You have en-
riched the United States with your many
talents, and your cultural traditions have
strengthened the diversity of our country.

You also have a critical role to play in
serving as a bridge between Iran and the
United States.

Today, I would like to share with you my
views on United States policy toward Iran
and the kind of relationship I believe Iran
and the United States should have. To save
you the suspense, the short answer is—a
much better relationship than we currently
enjoy.

I say this for one simple reason—I believe
that an improved relationship with Iran is in
the naked self-interest of the United States
of America.

Iran sits in the geo-political heart of a re-
gion that has long been important to our se-
curity concerns.

On its Eastern frontier sits a newly-liber-
ated Afghanistan where the military mission
is far from over. Farther East is a nuclear-
armed Pakistan that just a short while ago
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stood on the precipice of a potentially dev-
astating conflict with its arch-rival India.

To the West is a recalcitrant Iraq, with a
dangerous leader who Iranians grew to know
all too well during the long and bloody Iran-
Iraq war. To the North are the undemo-
cratic, potentially energy-rich states of Cen-
tral Asia and the conflict-ridden Caucasus.

To the South are several American allies
that sit atop the largest known oil reserves
on the face of the earth.

So it is not an understatement to say that
the direction Iran takes in the coming years
will have a significant impact upon Amer-
ican strategic interests in this region.

Clearly, we cannot speak of Iran’s direc-
tion without addressing its internal political
dynamics. Since President Khatami’s elec-
tion in 1997, Iran has been embroiled in a
gradually escalating power struggle that the
outside world has watched with considerable
interest.

While elections haven’t been perfect, the
Iranian people have made clear in four sepa-
rate ballots over four years that they are de-
manding fundamental change.

The result of these elections has been the
creation of a divided government. An elected
branch consisting of the parliament and the
Presidency that, by definition, is more in
touch with the will of the people.

Juxtaposed to that is an appointed branch
which holds many of the key levers of power
including the judiciary, security organiza-
tions, and other bodies populated by those
whose vision largely revolves around the per-
petuation of their own authority.

It is this hardcore clique which refuses to
give way to the will of the people. Over the
past few years they have thwarted the goals
of Iranian reformers. They’ve arrested jour-
nalists. They’ve imprisoned close allies of
the President, and often resorted to violence.

They’ve harassed and persecuted minori-
ties in Iran—Jews and the Baha'’i.

They direct policies that pose a threat to
our interests. Not the least of which is that
Iran continues to support terrorism and the
escalation of violence in the Middle East.

Its recent involvement with the Karine-A
arms smuggling incident is a reminder of the
policies that Iran must abandon if there is to
be a true rapprochement. And many ques-
tions remain unanswered about the role
played by some Iranians in the Khobar Tow-
ers attack that left 19 US servicemen dead.

But shortly after September 11, ordinary
Iranians held a spontaneous candlelight vigil
in Tehran in solidarity with the victims. Yet
some of Iran’s leaders don’t appear to under-
stand how drastically the world has changed
after September 11.

Their continuing support for groups such
as Islamic Jihad puts them on the wrong side
of the new fault-line separating civilization
and those who seek chaos. As you all know,
Iran is continuing an aggressive drive to de-
velop weapons of mass destruction and long-
range missile systems. In these efforts, it re-
ceives considerable foreign assistance, espe-
cially from Russia.

While support for terrorism appears to be
directed by those in the hard-line branch of
the government, the support for Iran’s mis-
sile and nuclear weapons programs is more
broad-based.

The reason is a combination of three main
factors: first, fears over Iraq and to a far
lesser degree, Pakistan. Second, the belief
that nuclear weapons will enhance Iran’s
stature. Finally, we cannot dismiss the fact
that some elements within the government
see a potential blackmail value in the acqui-
sition of weapons of mass destruction and
long-range missile capability.

Whatever the motivation, the TUnited
States must place the highest priority on
preventing Iran from gaining such dangerous
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and destabilizing capabilities. There are a
number of options for doing so.

We cannot simply dismiss Iran’s security
concerns. They’ve been the victims of chem-
ical weapons attacks by Iraq. But the neigh-
borhood has the potential to change for the
better.

Already, the Taliban menace no longer
threatens Iran. Next door, Pakistan’s Presi-
dent is reigning in religious extremism.

And I believe that the U.S. will ultimately
have to facilitate a regime-change in Iraq.

These three developments alone would dra-
matically alter Iran’s security environment
for the better.

We must also be willing to hold discussions
with Iran to develop creative solutions as we
did in North Korea. And we must step up our
efforts to end support by Russian entities for
Iranian nuclear and missile efforts. In my
view, this hasn’t received enough attention
over the past year.

Clearly, although we must combat the
spread of weapons of mass destruction to any
country, the threat from Iran is not simply
a function of capability, but of intention as
well.

If Iran evolves in a more democratic direc-
tion and the U.S.-Iranian relationship im-
proves, then the threat it poses certainly
will be reduced.

This, then, raises the question of the ongo-
ing power struggle underway in Iran.

The United States is not in a position to
have a major impact on this struggle. Nor
should we intervene in any direct way.

We should be mindful of the painful history
between our two countries, which includes
reported CIA support for a coup in 1953. And
it still resonates with many Iranians, and it
should counsel us to be extra-cautious.

Nonetheless, we should be clear about
where we stand. We are squarely with the
Iranian people in their desire for a demo-
cratic government and a democratic society.

Iran has a disproportionately young popu-
lation. Half of its people were born after the
Revolution.

These young people and many of their par-
ents and grandparents have grown wary of
Iran’s isolation.

They want Iran to take its rightful place
in the international community and to em-
brace a rapidly-changing world. They want
the same kinds of social, political, and eco-
nomic freedoms that others enjoy. And they
deserve to have these aspirations fulfilled.
As I said, we should have a better relation-
ship with Iran. Unfortunately, that is not for
us to decide. And it is unlikely to come
about absent a change in the attitude or
composition of the present Iranian regime.

While the Bush Administration continues
the policy of its predecessors by seeking dia-
logue with Iran, some in Tehran have a dif-
ferent view.

Part of the government clearly wants to
talk to us and has talked to us over Afghani-
stan for example. But hard-liners regard us
as a useful bogeyman to continue to stir up
the passions of their most zealous and ardent
stalwarts.

So the question is what can we do from the
outside to help the Iranian people realize
their aspirations.

In my judgment, we must direct our poli-
cies in a way that they do not rest on the
principle of reciprocity.

In other words, we should assume that the
continuing power struggle will prevent Iran
from responding to any particular American
gestures. And take steps that are carefully
calibrated with the aim of assisting those
who seek change within Iran.

How do we do it? First, we must recognize
that the most entrenched elements in Iran
seek to perpetuate Iran’s isolation through
confrontation with the outside world.

March 21, 2002

Those who seek change want to increase
Iran’s international linkages.

Let me outline five specific steps the
United States can take.

First, the Bush Administration should
issue a general license to permit American
non-governmental organizations to finan-
cially support a broad range of civil society,
cultural, human rights, and democracy-
building activities in Iran. Such funding is
currently banned by Executive Order.

It is unfortunate that it is our own govern-
ment, not hard-line clerics in Tehran, that
have prevented practitioners of democracy
in America from aiding their struggling
counterparts in Iran.

Second, we should continue to work with
Iran on matters of mutual interest as we did
on Afghanistan.

It is true that some hard-line elements in
Iran are clearly interested in stirring up
trouble in Afghanistan, but the story that
many don’t know is that Iran and the United
States coordinated their efforts on Afghani-
stan closely over the past several months.

The dialogue on Afghanistan should serve
as a model and should be extended to other
areas of mutual interest, like the future of
Iraq another topic for discussion and co-
operation.

Third, the United States should acquiesce
to Iran’s bid to begin accession talks to the
World Trade Organization. The process of ac-
cession would take several years, but Iran
would have to make structural changes that
would increase transparency and undermine
the key power bases of the hard-liners.

Fourth, we should be willing to indirectly
assist Iran on refugee and narcotics matters.
Iran has a huge population of Afghan and
Iraqi refugees. American non-governmental
organizations that assist refugees are willing
to help and should be supported in their ef-
forts by our government.

Likewise, Iran has paid a heavy price in
blood and treasure in battling narcotics traf-
fickers on its eastern frontier. Iran has
asked the international community for help
and it makes sense to assist them through
the United Nations.

Fifth, we should continue to encourage cit-
izen exchanges. A track-two circuit has de-
veloped in recent years and it is important
to keep it going. Organizations such as the
American Iranian Council, the Open Society
Institute, and the Nixon Center have played
a critical role, and I applaud them.

I also applaud the President for his view
that there should be a direct dialogue with
Iran. In that regard, let me also extend an
invitation in my capacity as Chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee. I am prepared
to receive members of the Iranian Majlis
whenever its members would like to visit. If
Iranian parliamentarians believe that’s too
sensitive, I'm prepared to meet them else-
where.

Without speaking for any of my colleagues,
I am confident that many of them would join
in such an historic meeting. Indeed, some—
including my friend Senator Arlen Specter—
did participate in an earlier brief encounter
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art orga-
nized by the American Iranian Council.

We should be under no illusions that these
steps will by themselves have a decisive im-
pact. The direction that Iran takes the form
of government it chooses are ultimately
matters for the Iranian people to settle.

As we all know, Nowruz marks the start of
Spring. Let us hope that in this season of re-
newal that Iranians and Americans can find
a way to build on shared interests and work
constructively to overcome their differences
peacefully.

I pledge to do my part and I know that all
of you will lend your energies to this critical
effort.
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Thank you.

COMMEMORATING 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GIRL SCOUTS OF THE
USA

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I wish to
express my sincere congratulations to
the Girl Scouts of the USA as it cele-
brates its 90th anniversary. Founded on
March 12, 1912, in Savannah, GA, the
organization has grown to 3.7 million
girls and women in the United States
and a total of 8.5 million people in 140
countries.

The longevity and strength of Girl
Scouts is a testament to the commit-
ment of its members and volunteers to
uphold the highest standards of leader-
ship, social conscience, and civic duty.
I thank the thousands of adult volun-
teers who devote their time and re-
sources to this worthy cause.

I also wish to extend my commenda-
tion to Ms. Gladys A. Brandt, a Hawaii
resident who is being honored as one of
the first-ever National Women of Dis-
tinction by the Girl Scouts of the USA.
This award was created in conjunction
with the Girl Scouts’ 90th anniversary
celebration, and it pays tribute to
women who have demonstrated out-
standing service to girl scouting. Ha-
waii is truly proud of Ms. Brandt and
grateful for her diligence in educating
and serving young people.

Once again, I express my best wishes
to Girl Scouts of the USA for contin-
ued success, and I encourage the mem-
bers of this organization to always live
up to the Girl Scout Promise and Girl
Scout Law in every facet of their lives.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Girl Scouts
of the USA, this month celebrating 90
years of building character and enhanc-
ing the life skills of our Nation’s young
women. The contributions and achieve-
ments of this outstanding organization
have endured for nine decades, helping
girls to grow up courageous and strong.
I would like to praise the work of the
Girl Scouts, and in particular recognize
the Girl Scouts of Alabama, who num-
ber almost 45,000 girls and women.

Established on March 12, 1912, the
Girl Scouts are based on the noble be-
lief that all young women should be
given the opportunity to develop phys-
ically, mentally and spiritually. Their
founder, Juliette Gordon Low, con-
vened that first meeting with just 18
girls from Savannah, GA. Today her vi-
sion continues with a national mem-
bership of 3.8 million, making the Girl
Scouts the largest organization for
girls in the world. Over the years the
Girl Scouts have remained true to
their founding principles, and still
abide by the Girl Scout Promise and
Law, just as they did in 1912. These
principles emphasize honor, account-
ability, courage, respect, God and
country and are valuable lessons for
our young women to incorporate into
their lives.

Girl Scouting has had a tremendous
impact on the evolving role that
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women have played in our country over
the past ninety years. The leadership
qualities, self confidence and creative
thinking that the Girl Scouts teach are
all qualities essential in good citizens
and great leaders. Indeed, two-thirds of
female doctors, lawyers, educators,
community leaders and even women
members of Congress were once Girl
Scouts. It is a true testament to the
Girl Scouts that many of these women
believe that Girl Scouting has had a
positive impact on their lives.

The Alabama Girl Scouts are cele-
brating their 90th anniversary by help-
ing to promote literacy with their
“Books for Alabama Kids’’ project. The
seven Girl Scout councils in Alabama
have been collecting children’s books
over the past 6 months to be donated to
schools in the counties in which they
were collected. Tomorrow the books
will be presented on the Capitol steps
in Montgomery. I would like to com-
mend the Alabama Girl Scouts for
their community service and dedica-
tion to promoting literacy in the state.

I would like to acknowledge the nine
decades of excellence of the Girl
Scouts. We have seen tremendous
changes in our country over the years,
and they should be proud to have
adapted and flourished. It dem-
onstrates that building character and
preparing for the future are qualities
that never go out of style.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is with great pleasure that I
rise today to recognize the Girl Scouts
for their service to our country over
the last 90 years. This anniversary
marks the day Juliette Gordon Low as-
sembled 18 girls from Savannah, GA,
for the Girl Scouts’ first meeting, and
celebrates the many wonderful mo-
ments this organization has enjoyed
while growing to its current size of 3.8
million members.

Their mission to help all girls grow
strong provides not just inspiration
and guidance to those within their
ranks, but serves as an example for all
the nation’s young women. Through
service to society and the development
of values, self-confidence and integrity,
the Girl Scouts of the USA are an in-
spiration to our Nation’s youth, and
are instrumental in creating the next
generation of good citizens and great
leaders.

I am proud that Congress last week
honored the Girl Scouts accomplish-
ments with the passage of a resolution
marking March 10 through March 16,
2002 as ‘‘National Girl Scout Week,”
and I look forward to future opportuni-
ties to celebrate this organization’s
commitment and contribution to our
Nation’s young women.

———

TRIBUTE TO SECOND LIEUTENANT
MAURICE W. HARPER AND LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL EARLE ABER
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I rise

today to honor the sacrifice of two

American patriots who will be interred

tomorrow at Arlington National Ceme-
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tery. Second Lieutenant Maurice W.
Harper, United States Army Air Corps,
a native of Birmingham in the great
State of Alabama, and Lieutenant
Colonel Earle Aber, United States
Army Air Corps, of Wisconsin, gave
their lives in defense of this Nation and
freedom on March 4, 1945 when the B-
17G bomber they were flying was shot
down while returning from a mission
over Holland.

Over half a century later, the crash
site was located and 2nd Lt. Harper’s
remains, along with the remains of his
pilot, Lieutenant Colonel Earle Aber,
were recovered in September, 1999 and
identified by the Army Central Identi-
fication Laboratory in Hawaii. Their
aircraft was severely damaged after it
was mistakenly hit by British anti-air-
craft guns which were firing at retreat-
ing German bombers over the English
coastline. Lt. Col. Aber ordered the
crew to bail-out while he and 2nd Lt.
Harper struggled at the controls of
their damaged aircraft. Their selfless
actions allowed the other nine mem-
bers of their crew to bail-out from the
aircraft and survive the mission. There
was not enough time, however, for
these two brave airmen to escape and
they ©perished when the aircraft
crashed into the River Stour near
Ramsey, England. The remains of both
of these fine young men, that could be
identified, were returned to their fami-
lies. Unfortunately, not all of the re-
mains could be positively identified.
The co-mingled remains of these two
fine Americans, still together after 57
years, will be laid to rest together at
Arlington National Cemetery on March
22, 2002.

I would also like to take this time to
thank the professionals at the Army’s
Central Identification Laboratory in
Hawaii who continue their labors to
identify the remains of our fallen sons
and daughters and return them to their
loved ones.

These two fine gentlemen, members
of the ‘‘greatest generation,” deserve
the gratitude of this great Nation. I
know the Members of the Senate will
join me in honoring the sacrifices of
these two brave men and expressing
our deepest condolences and heartfelt
thanks to their families as they lay
their loved ones to rest tomorrow in
the hallowed ground at Arlington.

——————

STAYING THE COURSE IN AFGHAN-
ISTAN: THE NEED FOR SECURITY

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, about 2
months ago I spent half a week in the
Afghan capital city of Kabul, and vir-
tually every conversation I had during
my time there revolved around a single
question: Would America stay the
course?

After all our successful military ac-
tions, after all our promises on recon-
struction, after all our commitments
to prevent Afghanistan from relapsing
into chaos and warlordism, would we
really have the stomach to get the job
done?
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