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years of waiting did the government decide
their application contained errors and must be
resubmitted. In addition, the church is listed as
a branch of the Nehemiah Protestant Church,
which is registered.

Many other religious communities are also
concerned. It is feared the Ashkenzai Jewish
community will not be successful in reg-
istering, because the State Committee is fa-
voring a separate Jewish group. The liquida-
tion suit brought by Chairman Aliev against
the Love Baptist Church in the Narimanov dis-
trict court continues to drag on. Liquidating the
church due to alleged statements by its pastor
is a disproportionate penalty and contravenes
OSCE commitments. lllegal closures of
churches by local officials, as in the case of
the Gyanja Adventist Church on February 24,
2002, have not been halted by the State Com-
mittee. The closure of mosques under the pre-
text of state security is also a concern, as the
government could ban unpopular groups, de-
spite no proof of illegal activity.

The Helsinki Final Act commits that “the
participating States will recognize and respect
the freedom of the individual to profess and
practice, alone or in community with others,
religion or belief acting in accordance with the
dictates of his own conscience.” Mr. Speaker,
| urge President Aliyev to ensure that the re-
registration process is accomplished in ac-
cordance with Azerbaijan’'s OSCE commit-
ments. In light of statements by Chairman
Aliev, it is apparent the State Committee is
perverting the re-registration process to arbi-
trarily deny legal registration to selected reli-
gious communities. The government must take
the necessary steps to protect the right of indi-
viduals to profess and practice their faith by
registering religious organizations, in keeping
with Azerbaijan’'s commitments as a partici-
pating OSCE State.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | am greatly
alarmed by the re-registration campaign in
Azerbaijan. This being the third time in a dec-
ade the government has required registration,
it would seem Azerbaijan will continually “sift”
minority religious groups until all are made ille-
gal. Therefore, it is my hope that the Azeri
Government will choose to honor its OSCE
commitments and allow religious communities
to register without harassment or bureaucratic
roadblocks. Members of Congress will be
watching to see if groups highlighted in this
statement are harassed because of their men-
tion.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JACQUELINE
EUROPE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Jacqueline Europe for her dedication
to her community.

Jacqueline founded the “Reach for the
Stars” Child Development Center, a Christian
centered day school approximately five years
ago. Her motto is “every child is born with
gifts and talents, and is capable of learning
and becoming scholastically gifted.” Her vision
is to expand the facility to include pre-kinder-
garten through the sixth grade, as well as con-
tinued service of the nursery school to accom-
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modate the needs of her community. Jac-
queline also co-founded the “Childcare Pro-
viders Business Coalition Inc.” whose forum is
to make daycare providers a strong united po-
litical force. The agenda for the coalition is to
effectuate positive changes in the childcare
profession.

She is also a very active member of the
Bedford Central Presbyterian Church, as a
choir member, spiritual counselor and teacher
for the Saturday Math and Reading program.
She has been recognized as a “2001 Vision-
ary” and as a “2001 Woman History Maker.”

Mr. Speaker, Jacqueline Europe is devoted
to serving her community. As such, she is
more than worthy of receiving our recognition.
| hope that all of my colleagues will join me
honoring this truly remarkable woman.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RONNIE SHOWS

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, regarding Roll
Call votes on yesterday, March 19, 2002:

On Roll Call 65, | would have voted YEA on
Approving the Journal.

On Roll Call 66, | would have voted YEA on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to
H. Res. 368, commending the great work that
the Pentagon Renovation Program and its
contractors have completed thus far, in recon-
structing the portion of the Pentagon that was
destroyed by the terrorist attack of September
11, 2001.

On Roll Call 67, | would have voted YEA on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as
Amended H.R. 2509, the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing Security Printing Amendments
Act.

On Roll Call 68, | would have voted YEA on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 2804, regarding the James R. Browning
United States Courthouse.

———

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR.
HENRIETTA SCOTT FULLARD

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Reverend Dr. Henrietta Scott Fullard’'s dedica-
tion to her community.

Reverend Dr. Henrietta Scott Fullard’s life
can be phrased as one of high achievements
and a steward of educational excellence. One
word that best describes her is “Teacher.”
The word teacher maybe simple but a word
that carries powerful meaning. Throughout her
life, she has strived for educational excellence.
She earned a Bachelor of Science in Chem-
istry, a Master in Arts and a Master of Divinity.
In addition, she received an honorary Doctor
of Education and a Doctor of Divinity. Rev-
erend Dr. Fullard has used her educational ex-
periences and talents to not only serve as an
educator on the high school level but as an
advisor and principal. She was appointed the
first principal of the newly formed Mathe-
matics, Science Research and Technology
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Magnet School in Cambria Heights, NY.
Through her leadership and vision, she estab-
lished educational partnerships with the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) and the Department of Agriculture to
have the students participate in science and
technology research.

As a reverend, while Dr. Fullard was estab-
lishing her education agenda, she also served
as a minister. She maintained a dual career
for several years. Now, retired from her many
years of service with the New York City Board
of Education, she is currently serving as pas-
tor of the Bethel AME church in Arverne, New
York. Her ministerial focus is to develop and
promote programs and services that instill
community empowerment, economic develop-
ment, job opportunities and capital invest-
ments. With this charge, she founded the
Bethel Arverne Home Health Aide Training
Program. Since the program’s inception, the
program has successfully graduated three
classes. In addition, she continues to be ac-
tively involved in many community, civic asso-
ciations, and fraternal organizations.

Reverend Dr. Fullard has been a steward of
both educational and spiritual upliftment for
the Brooklyn community. Reverend Dr. Fullard
is truly an educator. And, today it is my pleas-
ure to bring her achievements to the attention
of my colleagues.

RECOGNITION OF MARK
GRIMMETTE

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the hard work and achieve-
ment of Mr. Mark Grimmette, who won the sil-
ver medal in the doubles luge at the Salt Lake
City Winter Olympic games. Mr. Speaker, this
is not the first time Mr. Grimmette has won an
Olympic medal. He also won a bronze medal
at the Winter Olympic games held in Nagano,
Japan in 1998. In winning the bronze, Mr.
Grimmette helped end a 34-year medal
drought for America in the Olympic luge event.

In addition to his excellence in the Olym-
pics, Mr. Grimmette is also a three-time U.S.
national champion in the luge with his doubles
partner, Brian Martin. The duo won the World
Cup championship in 1998, and won two
bronze medals during the 2001-2002 World
Cup season.

Mr. Grimmette took his first luge slide at the
age of 14 on a track he helped build in his
hometown of Muskegon, Michigan, which is lo-
cated in the 2nd Congressional District of
Michigan. That slide began a momentous jour-
ney that has taken him to the top in Olympic
achievement and ultimately earned him rec-
ognition as one of the world’s best lugers.

Mr. Speaker, Mark Grimmette represents a
proud and longstanding Olympic tradition in
Michigan. He has earned much deserved rec-
ognition for his accomplishments, and | salute
him on his recent Olympic success.
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