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with disabilities to have a better, more dig-
nified and independent life.

Mr. Speaker, if your constituents complain
about abuses in the Social Security programs,
or are angry at fugitive felons receiving gov-
ernment benefits, then become a supporter of
this legislation. Show those at home that you
care about this program and the people who
depend on it and join me in getting this legis-
lation passed this year.

———————
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Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to bring to your attention
the story of a truly courageous young man
from my district. Chance Kittel of Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado, has recently overcome great
obstacles, and a potentially life long handicap,
to beat the odds. Today, he lives a full and ac-
tive life. It is my honor to tell the story of
Chance today, for his life speaks volumes
about courage in the face of difficult and trying
circumstances.

During Christmas of 1997, Chance and his
family, like many families that time of year,
were preparing their home with lights and
decorations for the upcoming holiday season.
It was during this time an unfortunate accident
occurred and injured young Chance. As he
and his father Randy were placing the lights
over a tree, a power line was accidentally
caught in the light string. As a result, Chance
was badly burned, suffering second and third
degree burns to his left arm, his head, and
stomach. In saving his son’s life, his father
also suffered terrible burns to his arms as he
pulled Chance free of the lights.

After his initial treatment, Chance was taken
to Children’s Hospital and began a long ordeal
of pain and suffering on the road back to re-
covery. Chance’s forty-three day hospital stay
involved numerous treatment techniques and
surgeries to repair his badly damaged body.
This initial stay was followed by returns to un-
dergo five additional surgeries to complete his
healing process. | am proud to report that
today, Chance has recovered remarkably well
and now leads a normal and active life. His re-
covery is amazing when you consider that at
times, his hope of recovery was slim and po-
tentially physically inhibiting. But Chance beat
the odds, worked hard, put trust in his doctors
and parents, Randy and Tori, and today is
healed.

Mr. Speaker, Chance’s story is similar to
this nation's as we move through these dif-
ficult and healing times. Many Americans suf-
fered on that tragic day in September, and
today they are on their own road to recovery.
| believe Chance’s optimism and story of recu-
peration is a symbol of hope to them all; that
despite the odds and the obstacles in their
way, they can persevere and recover their
lives, as well. Chance, you have a bright fu-
ture ahead, and if you continue to fight with
the determination and diligence you have
demonstrated in your struggle, there is nothing
that will stand in your way. It is an honor to
represent you and good luck in your future en-
deavors.
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to urge
the Administration to continue its diplomatic ef-
forts to end the violence in the Middle East.
Today | introduced H. Res. 374, which affirms
the House’s commitment to the principles stat-
ed in UN Security Council Resolution 1397
and expresses support for the diplomatic ef-
forts of the General Anthony Zinni, to restart
the peace process in the Middle East. This
resolution is a positive statement of our sup-
port for the Israeli and Palestinian people who
are needlessly suffering. It is also a statement
of support for President Bush’s renewed diplo-
matic initiative to bring both parties back to the
peace table.

Over the past 18 months, the Israeli and
Palestinian people have been locked in a
cycle of violence that has only grown worse
with each passing day. The violence has be-
come particularly bloody in recent weeks, with
over 270 Palestinian and Israeli people killed
in the month of March alone.

There are two unmistakable conclusions
that we must draw from this violence. First, it
is clear that there is no military solution to the
conflict. Palestinian terrorists must know that
murdering innocent civilians and forcing the
Israeli people to live in fear will not be toler-
ated and can never lead to a fair, just, or last-
ing peace. Likewise the Israeli government
must also know that the indiscriminate use of
force against Palestinian civilians, the tar-
geting of medical personnel and ambulances,
and effectively forcing the entire Palestinian
population to live under house arrest, will only
further enrage the Palestinian people. It will
also do little to provide security to the Israeli
people.

Second, it is now painfully obvious that the
United States cannot afford to remain on the
sidelines of this conflict. It is clearly in our na-
tional interest to see a comprehensive, just,
and lasting resolution to this issue—to see, as
UN Security Council Resolution 1397 states,
“two sovereign states able to reside in peace
with one another.” Over the past 18 months,
both sides have demonstrated that, left to their
own devices, peace will remain an impossible
goal. It is time for the United States to reinvest
its diplomatic resources in this conflict, and to
push both sides back to the peace table.

Mr. Speaker, | remain stubbornly optimistic
that peace is inevitable. As the Israeli states-
man Abba Eban once said, “nations are capa-
ble of acting rationally—but only after they
have exhausted all the other alternatives.” Mr.
Speaker, | believe that maybe, just maybe, the
nations of the Middle East have finally ex-
hausted all the alternatives and are ready to
make peace.

| am encouraged by Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah’s proposal to have “full normaliza-
tion” of relations with Israel as part of the
package for a negotiated political settlement.
This proposal, coming from one what has his-
torically been one of Israel’s fiercest enemies,
should be fully embraced and encouraged by
our government. My good friend and col-
league, JOHN DINGELL and | have sent a letter
to President Bush asking him to continue to
further develop this idea with the Saudi gov-
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ernment. | look forward to the upcoming Arab
Summit, where this idea will be made into a
concrete proposal, and | hope and pray that
one day we will see the men, women, and
children of the Holy Lands, live in peace to-
gether.

————

THE MILITARY TRIBUNAL
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise as an
original cosponsor of the Military Tribunal Au-
thorization Act of 2002, introduced today by
Representative CONYERS. This legislation is
the companion bill to one introduced earlier by
Senator LEAHY.

On November 13, 2001, President Bush
issued a military order enabling the President
to order military tribunals for suspected terror-
ists, bypassing the American criminal justice
system, its rules of evidence and its constitu-
tional guarantees. The order directs the Sec-
retary of Defense to issue regulations detailing
how the tribunals will be conducted. As of
today, these regulations have not been re-
leased.

Shortly after the announcement of the mili-
tary order | sent a letter to the President,
along with thirty-nine other Members, express-
ing our opposition to the use of military tribu-
nals and its violation of Constitutional rights.
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution, gives Congress both the power “To
declare War” as well as the power “To define
and punish . . . Offenses against the Law of
Nations.” Unfortunately, Congress has not
been consulted in this unilateral establishment
of the tribunals. We urge the Secretary of De-
fense to use this legislation as a guide in pro-
mulgating regulations on military tribunals. If
the President is determined to go forward with
the tribunals this legislation will ensure that
constitutional and civil rights are protected.

First, the bill defines who may be tried by
military tribunal. Only non-United States citi-
zens who assisted in the September 11 at-
tacks, found outside of the United States and
who are not prisoners of war can face trial in
a military tribunal.

Next, the bill lays out the procedural require-
ments to ensure a “full and fair’ hearing
against the accused. For example, the ac-
cused must have a right to independent coun-
sel, the ability to cross-examine witnesses and
the right to obtain exculpatory evidence from
the prosecution. Defendants must be pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty and that
guilt must be determined beyond a reasonable
doubt. Defendants will also be afforded the
right to appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Armed Forces.

I would like to point out that these proce-
dures in no way provide special protections to
suspected terrorists. Rather these rules are
drawn from sources of international law and
the Military Rules of Evidence. For years the
State Department has strongly opposed the
use of secret courts in countries such as Rus-
sia, China, Egypt and Peru. Last summer
China held secret trials of U.S.-based scholars
on espionage charges. One of the scholars
was a U.S. citizen and another two were U.S.
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