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motto is, “If | can help somebody along the
way then my living will not have been in vain.”
Mr. Speaker, Brenda E. Perry-Felder has
helped many and her life is not in vain. As
such, she is more than worthy of receiving this
recognition today and | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring this truly remarkable
woman.

HONORING DAVID SULENTA
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor David Sulenta for receiving the
2002 Fire Personnel of the Year Award from
the Sanger District Chamber of Commerce.

David joined the Sanger Fire Department
October 30, 1979. He began as a Firefighter/
EMT and was promoted to Firefighter/Spe-
cialist soon after. Aside from Mr. Sulenta’s
contributions as an outstanding person, he
has initiated many programs for the Sanger
Fire Department. He brought about the routine
testing of the self-contained breathing appa-
ratus and he developed specifications for the
new exhaust system which removes diesel ex-
haust fumes from the apparatus floor when
fire engines drive out of the firehouse. More-
over, David was active in obtaining equipment
for new fire engines. His achievements and
contributions have not gone unrecognized by
his peers. The officers of the department have
selected him as “Employee of the Quarter”
many times and this is the second time he has
been honored as the Fire Personnel of the
Year.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Mr.
David Sulenta for his contributions to the San-
ger Fire Department. | invite my colleagues to
join me in thanking David for his active in-
volvement within the community and wishing
him many more years of continued success.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO REVEREND
F. BRANNON JACKSON IN CELE-
BRATION OF 36TH YEAR IN MIN-
ISTRY

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor and esteem that | wish to con-
gratulate Reverend F. Brannon Jackson, who
is celebrating his 36th year in the ministry. As
the congregation at Calvary Institutional
Church will attest, this praise is well deserved.
Having overcome many obstacles in his life,
Reverend Jackson serves as a role model for
those wishing to start their life afresh and to
have a positive influence over the lives of oth-
ers.

To the benefit of Northwest Indiana, Rev-
erend Jackson’s arrival in Gary was, in his
own words, “God’s will.” In 1946, after serving
in the military, he planned to visit his cousins
in the city while en route to San Francisco.
Once here, this young man from Mobile, Ala-
bama abandoned his plans to travel west, for
he felt strangely drawn to this area, in spite of
its differences from his native state.
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Until he received the call to the ministry,
Reverend Jackson openly admits his early
years in Gary were spent enjoying the frivol-
ities in life. At the age of 22, eager to set him-
self on the path of success, he offered his
skills as a welder to Gebraltar Insurance Com-
pany; later he secured other positions, first at
Reliable Cab, and then at the Budd Plant. It
was while at the Budd Plant that he accepted
his call to the ministry. Incidentally, this call
came disguised as a church hymn: while play-
ing poker with friends, Reverend Jackson be-
came agitated when a man began walking
room to room singing these songs. He fol-
lowed the man, intending to ask him to quiet
down, but instead discovered the verses sung
stirred a passion within his soul that has yet
to be quelled. Under the direction of Reverend
L.J. Harris and the New Mount Moriah Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, Reverend Jackson
freed himself from the entanglements compli-
cating his life and set his feet upon this path
of righteousness.

Knowing his congregation would benefit
from a minister well versed in spiritual, as well
as secular affairs, Reverend Jackson began to
challenge himself intellectually. He attended
Chicago Baptist Institute and completed his
GED, but his hunger for this intellectual devel-
opment remained insatiable. Bolstered by his
renewed faith in God and in himself, Reverend
Jackson enrolled in Indiana Christian Univer-
sity, where he attained not only a bachelor’s
degree, but successfully earned a master’s
degree in religious arts.

Reverend Jackson’s devotion to the Baptist
Church is best reflected by the distinguished
positions he has held and by the awards he
has garnered during his 36 years in the min-
istry. He served as the president of the Gen-
eral Missionary Baptist state convention and
the Indiana state convention. He lent his reli-
gious expertise to the National Baptist Con-
vention, where he participated as an active
board member. The culmination of his many
years of dedicated service to the Baptist
Church was achieved in 1998, when Indiana
Governor Frank O’Bannon honored him with
the Sagamore of Wabash Award, the highest
award the governor can bestow upon a cit-
izen.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring
Reverend F. Brannon Jackson as he observes
his 36th year in the ministry. His commitment
to his faith, as well as his selfless contribu-
tions to his congregation, is worthy of our
commendation. Reverend Jackson is one of
many extraordinary examples of leadership
and integrity characteristic of the citizenry of
Northwest Indiana.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
detained for Roll Call No. 65, on approving the
journal. Had | been present | would have
voted “yea.”

| was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call
No. 66, H. Res, 368, Commending the Pen-
tagon Renovation Program. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea.”
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| was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call
No. 67, H.R. 2509, the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing Security Printing Amendments
Act of 2001. Had | been present | would have
voted “yea.”

| was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call
No. 68, H.R. 2804, the James R. Browning
United States Courthouse Designation Act.
Had | been present | would have voted “yea.”

———

A TRIBUTE TO CATHERINE WATTS-
COLEMAN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Catherine Watts-Coleman in recognition of her
contribution to her family and her community.

Catherine, a native of North Carolina, relo-
cated to Brooklyn with her parents and two
siblings after receiving her high school di-
ploma from the Morningside High School in
Statesville, North Carolina. Upon arriving in
Brooklyn, Catherine enrolled in the Central
School for Practicing Nursing. After grad-
uating, she went on to work at the Harlem Eye
and Ear Hospital, Lutheran Hospital, and
Sheephead Bay Nursing Home.

In 1950, Catherine married the late Bryant
Coleman and was blessed with two wonderful
children, Wayne and Lance. In rearing her
children, she became more active in the
Brooklyn community. Her motto is “parents
must be actively involved in the social, edu-
cational, and spiritual life of their children in
order for them to grow up and become re-
sponsible contributing members of society.”

Catherine grew up in a caring, loving and
spiritual household and she continues to al-
ways put God first in her life. Her daily medita-
tion includes the 23rd and 121st Psalms, and
the 14th Chapter of St. John. With that com-
mitment to her community, she continues to
be a tithing member of her childhood church,
the Church of the Living God in Statesville,
North Carolina, and alternates weekly worship
between Nazarene Temple and Faith Holy
Churches in Brooklyn.

Today, Catherine is a happy retiree who
continues to reach out and touch the lives of
others by happily volunteering her time. One
of her greatest joys is talking about her six
grandchildren, Zuri, Maurice, Larissa, Lauren,
Lance Jr., and Latrice. She is also proud of
her daughter-in-laws, nieces, and nephews
who are an integral part of her life.

Mr. Speaker, Catherine Watts-Coleman has
devoted her life to serving her family and her
community. As such, she is more than worthy
of receiving our recognition today and | urge
my colleagues to join me in honoring this truly
remarkable woman.

HONORING DOUG PERRY
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Doug Perry, principal of El
Capitan Middle School, for receiving a nomi-
nation for the Educator of the Year Award
from the California League of Middle Schools.
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Principal Perry has served El Capitan for 23
years as a principal, and 9 years as a physical
education teacher. He administered the transi-
tion to a year round school schedule and the
reinstatement of the regular school year
schedule. Doug is also an innovative leader;
he recognized the necessity of technological
improvements as a vital resource for students
and teachers. Mr. Perry has supported various
programs for his students, such as the dis-
trict's  promotion/retention/intervention  pro-
grams. Principal Perry has been an instru-
mental and charismatic leader in his commu-
nity, and has earned much respect from his
colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Doug Perry for his nomination for the 2001
Educator of the Year Award. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Mr. Perry for
his outstanding service to the community and
wishing him many more years of continued
success.

———

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 19, 2002

Mr. TIERNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of the 181st anniversary of Greek
independence that will take place on March
25th. As a member of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Hellenic Issues, | once again join my
colleagues in paying tribute to the Greek na-
tion and its people.

As we all know, ancient Greece was the
fountain of democratic ideals and values for
the rest of the world, and on the day of her
Independence, we are again reminded of our
duty to strive for and defend freedom.

We are also reminded of the debt of grati-
tude we owe to the country upon which our
democratic process is founded, while also rec-
ognizing the strong support modern day
Greece has given us in our battle with terror.
Indeed, the people of Greece and all Greek
Americans have cause to celebrate their
achievements on this day of Independence.

On behalf of the people of the Sixth Con-
gressional district of Massachusetts, | wish to
extend congratulations to the people of
Greece and all people of Greek heritage in the
United States on this important holiday.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DREW
SHAPIRO

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Drew Shapiro, an
eighth grader from Fenton, MI. In June, 2001,
for his charitable Bar Mitzvah project, Drew
chose to create snack kits to be distributed to
homeless veterans in Flint and Ann Arbor,
Michigan as well as Toledo, Ohio.

When the project was finished Mr. Speaker,
he had collected enough donated items and
money to assemble over 600 individual snack
kits containing canned tuna, snack mix, candy,
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nuts, raisins and other nutritional food. Some
even contained wool hats and t-shirts. On De-
cember 21, 2001, with the help of the Ann
Arbor Veterans Administration Hospital, Drew
and his family distributed the kits, along with
a note attached to each that read, “Dear Vet-
eran, Thank you for serving our country.”

Even though Drew was planning his project
well before the tragic events of September
11th, his hard work and compassion for our
veterans took on special meaning after that
terrible day. The attacks of September 11th
were meant to create fear in every American,
especially our children. Yet, the terrorists who
carried out those evil acts have succeeded in
only strengthening our resolve as Americans.
It is also clear, through Drew’s great example,
that our nations greatest resource, our youth,
is as strong, brave, and as bright as they have
ever been.

Mr. Speaker, this young man exemplifies
the spirit of every American at this time in our
history. He has set a wonderful example that
every American can follow. | ask that my col-
leagues join with me in saluting Drew’s devo-
tion to our country and to its veterans, who
themselves have paid such an incredible price
so that we may continue to live in freedom.

IN HONOR OF MRS. JOYCE YVONNE
CHASE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mrs. Joyce Yvonne Chase, member
of the Kings County Hospital Community Advi-
sory Board and the NAACP 100 Black
Women, devoted parishioner of the John Wes-
ley United Methodist Church and a dedicated
community leader, in recognition of the nearly
five decades of compassionate and selfless
service she has contributed to her community.

A native of Guyana, Mrs. Chase migrated to
the United States in 1953. She began her ca-
reer as a nurse’s aide at the Jewish Chronic
Disease Hospital, and after five years of de-
voted service, joined the staff of Brooklyn's
Kings County Hospital. Through continued
education and hard work, while at Kings
County Hospital, Mrs. Chase progressed from
nurse's aide to licensed practical nurse and
then to Registered Nurse, the position from
which she retired in 1993 after forty years of
enthusiastic, kind-hearted and loving service—
service that made a difference in the lives of
countless individuals and families.

After retiring from her career in nursing in
1993, Mrs. Chase continued to carry out her
commitment to care and service of the less
fortunate as a dedicated volunteer. Since
1993, Mrs. Chase has volunteered as a mem-
ber of the Auxiliary of Kings County Hospital
Center, spearheaded the hospital’s One Hun-
dred and Sixty-fifth Anniversary Celebration,
which raised $126,000 to enable the further
development of the New Bed Tower of Kings
County Hospital, and personally organized a
fundraiser for Rhonda Armstrong, a twelve
year old Guyanan native with a brain tumor.
Mrs. Chase also continues to coordinate an
Annual Thanksgiving Party for the children of
Bedford Stuyvesant, volunteers at the Brook-
lyn’s Children’s Museum, and fulfills her role
as the pillar of her family.
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Finally Mr. Speaker, | would like to note that
Mrs. Chase is married to Keith Anderson
Chase, and is the proud mother of two chil-
dren.

A beacon of dignity and compassion and a
pillar of her community and family, in all that
she has done Mrs. Chase has always put oth-
ers first; she has always been giving, always
caring. Her selfless commitment to serving
those in need has touched many lives and
had a tremendously positive affect on her
community. Mrs. Joyce Yvonne Chase is truly
an exemplary citizen worthy of our praise. |
urge my colleagues to join me in honoring her.

———

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 19, 2002

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, | rise today as
a Member of the Hellenic Caucus to recognize
the great nation of Greece and celebrate its
181st anniversary of independence from the
Ottoman Empire.

We all know of ancient Greece as the birth-
place of democratic ideals, from Solon, the
lawmaker who framed Athens’ Constitution; to
Pericles, the leader of that City-State’s demo-
cratic political movement; and the philoso-
phers Socrates and Plato.

However, 181 years ago Greece engineered
a new democratic movement by overthrowing
the Ottoman Empire which had ruled the na-
tion for more than 400 years and declaring
independence.

The war for independence began on March
25, 1821, in the monastery of Hagia Lavra,
Kalavryta.

It was here that Germanos, the bishop of
Paleon Patron, raised the banner of the revo-
lution and blessed the arms of the captains of
the revolting Greeks.

The Greeks' struggle for freedom inspired
many Americans, who noted the parallels to
our own revolutionary battle just 46 years
prior.

In fact, many Americans left our country to
fight for Greek independence, and the U.S.
Congress also provided financial assistance
for the war effort.

And today, many citizens of Greek de-
scent—including nearly 1,000 in my district,
the 31st District of California—call the United
States their home.

Indeed, with more than 3 million people of
Greek descent living in the United States, our
commitment to this great Hellenic nation has
not diminished.

Indeed, it grows stronger every day.

From our mutual efforts to establish peace-
ful relations in the Balkans to the transfer of
the Olympic Games from Salt Lake City to
Athens, the United States and Greece have
worked hand-in-hand.

It is my hope that this relationship will grow
and prosper as the years continue.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
commemorating Greek Independence Day and
saluting the people of Greece for their con-
tributions to our own wonderful nation and the
world.
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