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community by selflessly giving his time and
energy to a number of volunteer organizations.
His remarkable philanthropic accomplishments
are surpassed only by the level of integrity
and honesty with which he has conducted
himself each and every day of his life. As we
celebrate his tremendous accomplishment of
having a day, ‘‘Harry W. Mussell Day,’’ named
after him by the citizens of New Castle, let it
be known that I, along with the people of Col-
orado, applaud his efforts and are eternally
grateful for all that he has done for the com-
munity of New Castle and the State of Colo-
rado.

Harry has served in the Glenwood Springs
Rotary Club for nearly 35 years, having a per-
fect attendance record for 32 straight years.
Even when Harry was out of town, he always
made a point to find a local Rotary Club Chap-
ter, so he could attend the weekly meetings.
Not only is Harry a lifetime honorary Rotarian
in Glenwood Springs, but he also started Ro-
tary Clubs in Aspen, Carbondale and Rifle,
and has attended nine international Rotary
conventions.

In addition to his dedication to the Rotary
Club, Harry has devoted an enormous amount
of time to a number of other organizations. He
has been a volunteer with Colorado Mountain
College’s Senior Programs, serving on the ad-
visory council of the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program for several years. In addition, he has
volunteered at ‘‘The Gathering’’, a senior lunch
program held every Monday in New Castle
and Wednesday in Silt. In 1997, Harry was a
candidate for the Glenwood Post Humanitarian
Service Award, and has previously served on
New Castle’s Senior Housing Committee.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Harry Mussell is
a man of unparalleled dedication and commit-
ment to his community and to the people who
reside in it. It is his unrelenting passion for
each and every thing he does, as well as his
spirit of honesty and integrity with which he
has always conducted himself, that I wish to
bring before this body of Congress. He is a re-
markable man who has achieved extraordinary
things and enriched the lives of so many peo-
ple. It is my privilege to extend to him my sin-
cere congratulations on the advent of ‘‘Harry
W. Mussell Day,’’ as he is most deserving,
and I wish him all the best in the future.
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to the Central Con-
necticut State University (CCSU) men’s bas-
ketball team for their accomplishment this sea-
son.

The CCSU Blue Devils defeated Quinnipiac
College by a score of 78–71 to win their con-
ference, improve their record to 27 wins and
4 losses and more importantly secure an invi-
tation to the NCAA tournament for the second
time in 3 years.

As the buzzer sounded the capacity crowd
of 3,556 erupted in celebration of our home-

town Blue Devils continuing their nation-lead-
ing winning streak to 19 games.

Mr. Speaker, to watch the students storm
the court, and to hear Head Coach Howie
Dickenman, himself a CCSU graduate, say
‘‘This was an event tonight, an event that the
whole city rallied around’’ is to understand
what March Madness is all about.

I am proud to be a resident of the city of
New Britain, home of the 2002 Northeast Con-
ference regular season and conference tour-
nament champions. I hope my colleagues will
join me in congratulating this exemplary group
of student-athletes, their coaches, parents,
classmates, and others who supported and
cheered them on this season.

Mr. Speaker, their exceptional play this sea-
son is an inspiration to all of us. Congratula-
tions to the Blue Devils, and best of luck in the
Big Dance. To steal a phrase from Dick Vitale
and Bristol Connecticut’s own ESPN, CCSU
you are ‘‘awesome with a capital A baby!’’
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Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, many of our col-
leagues and staff will celebrate the service of
Nancy Bloomer to our country tomorrow.

Nancy served the House International Rela-
tions Committee for many years, both in the
minority prior to 1995 and in recent years in
the majority. The committee dealt with critical
issues of our time—the cold war, Central
America, Desert Storm, Haiti, Bosnia, and
Iraq. After the elections in 1994, Nancy and
the new committee staff director, Rich Garon,
assembled a team that helped guide this
House through the transition to a Republican
majority.

Many people did not know what a Repub-
lican majority would do at the helm of the
committee. Barely anyone was around in 1954
when Republicans last took charge. Under
Chairman BEN GILMAN, Nancy and the com-
mittee team leapt into action as dedicated
internationalists, committed to America’s role
in the world. We passed key parts of the Con-
tract with America, the American Overseas In-
terests Act and numerous other pieces of leg-
islation designed to strengthen U.S. foreign
policy.

I was a staff member of that team. I remem-
ber Nancy as the complete professional, help-
ing Chairman GILMAN organize many different
member requests into a coherent whole. In
those days after the cold war and before the
War on Terror, it was hard to build a central
core of members with a common vision of
America’s role in the world. It took vision by
members of this body and it took solid staff
work by Nancy and her colleagues through
endless hours spent between hearings, mark-
ups and consideration of legislation on the
floor.

Nancy should be very proud of her work.
Congress has played a strong hand in mod-
ernizing the State Department, paying our
dues to the United Nations and backing up
key allies in need. We also played the leading
humanitarian role in feeding starving North Ko-
reans and helping refugees around the world.
Much of this work would not have been done

or would have not looked easy to do without
Nancy’s contribution to her country. As she
departs the Congress after years of service,
we wish her well and know that America is
stronger overseas in part due to the service of
Nancy Bloomer.
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate AAA on 100 years of serving Ameri-
cans. On March 8 in my home state of Idaho,
the Oregon-Idaho AAA office will hold a grand
opening for its brand new building in Boise.

When AAA started 100 years ago, America
was starting to emerge as a technological
trendsetter. Alexander Graham Bell was devel-
oping the telephone. Thomas Edison was ex-
perimenting with electricity and the light bulb.
The Wright Brothers were jumping off hilltops
to attempt flight. Henry Ford was beginning his
own company to replace horse and cart with
steel and wheels. This was the environment in
which AAA began—an inventor’s paradise—
where good ideas became life-altering institu-
tions.

In 1902, American motorists needed better
roads, so nine regional auto clubs in Chicago
took on the task. Since then, AAA has ex-
panded its mission from helping kids and par-
ents know the life-saving value of car seats, to
developing signature roadside service, to the
famous TripTik maps to travel discounts. AAA
also continues to fight for better roads for
safer Americans.

AAA in Idaho has a long history as well,
starting in 1920. In fact, the new 14,000
square foot building is named after Richard
‘‘Dick’’ Navarro, AAA Idaho’s President from
1981 to 1993.

Congratulations AAA on 100 years of serv-
ing Idaho and for taking an active role in the
safety of Americans. Your outstanding work is
appreciated and shows by your 48 million
loyal members.
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I come before

you to recognize the accomplishments of a
great person in Rhode Island history, Eliza-
beth Buffum Chace. A controversial figure in
the 19th century because of her progressive
views on slavery and women’s suffrage,
Chace has since earned immense respect in
Rhode Island for her determination and willing-
ness to fight for just causes. Today, in cele-
bration of her great deeds, the state honors
Elizabeth Buffum Chace by placing a statue of
her on permanent display in the State House.

The dedication of the Elizabeth Buffum
Chace statute comes as the result of an ex-
tensive search conducted by the Rhode Island
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