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should not distinguish between our ci-
vilian and military workforces, both of
whom serve their country with equal
dedication.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NOMINATION OF JAMES GRITZNER

e Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
want to say a few words about James
E. Gritzner, who was approved by the
Senate last night to serve as United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Iowa. I am pleased that the
Senate was able to move swiftly on
this judicial nomination. Jim Gritzner
has extensive trial experience and is
fully qualified to serve on the District
Court. His reputation for being fair and
evenhanded is something we expect of
all judges, and he will be a great addi-
tion to the Southern District of Iowa.

By way of background for my col-
leagues, Mr. Gritzner received a Bach-
elors of Arts degree from Dakota Wes-
leyan University, a Masters of Arts de-
gree from the University of Northern
Iowa, and a law degree from Drake Uni-
versity Law School. His distinguished
legal career includes having practiced
with several Iowa law firms, most re-
cently with the Des Moines, Iowa firm
of Neymaster, Goode, Voights, West,
Hansell & O’Brien.

In addition to being in private prac-
tice for over 20 years, Mr. Gritzner has
had a long record of public service. He
served as a member of the Iowa Board
of Parole from 1980 to 1982. From 1985
to 1990, Mr. Gritzner was the primary
prosecutor for the Committee on Pro-
fessional Ethics and Conduct of the
Iowa State Bar Association and the
Client Security and Attorney Discipli-
nary Commission of the Iowa Supreme
Court.

I am sure everyone would agree that
these are excellent qualifications. Jim
Gritzner will serve the Federal bench
very well, and I am proud to have sup-
ported his nomination to the Southern
District of Iowa.e

——————

CALIFORNIA COASTAL PROTEC-
TION AND LOUISIANA ENERGY
ENHANCEMENT ACT

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
have joined my colleague, Senator
BOXER, in introducing the California

Coastal Protection and Louisiana En-
ergy Enhancement Act. This legisla-
tion will add to the production of oil
and gas off the Louisiana gulf coast
while solving a difficult problem asso-
ciated with production off the coast of
California.

The Federal Government, through
the Department of the Interior’s Min-
erals Management Service, MMS, man-
ages o0il and gas exploration in all Fed-
eral waters from 3 miles beyond the
coastline. For years, leases have been
issued to companies, giving them the
right to explore and produce on these
lands. Companies bid on proffered
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leases at the MMS, then pay rental
payments to the Federal Government
to maintain their leases. Once oil or
gas is flowing from Federal lands, com-
panies pay a royalty on the production
to the Federal treasury.

Between 1968 and 1984, the MMS
awarded 40 leases off the coast of Cali-
fornia to a number of different compa-
nies so that they could explore for oil
and gas and bring these energy re-
sources to market. The proven oil re-
serves under these leases are vast. Over
the past 34 years, owners of the leases
have been working through the proc-
esses of Federal and State government
to bring production from these lands
online, as was the original purpose of
the lease sales. During this time, the
owners have been paying annual rental
payments to the Federal Government.
To date, none of them are producing.

The people of California have become
increasingly opposed to new oil and gas
production off their coast. This opposi-
tion has created a dilemma for the Fed-
eral Government and the leaseholders
because while the opposition of the
people of California has made it more
difficult to proceed with o0il produc-
tion, the ability to produce oil from
these lands is exactly what the compa-
nies have been paying the Federal Gov-
ernment for all these years.

Senator BOXER and I have been work-
ing to solve this longstanding problem.
The legislation we are introducing
today will essentially move the invest-
ment these companies have made with
the Federal Government from the Cali-
fornia waters to the Federal waters in
the central and western areas of the
Gulf of Mexico. This investment will fi-
nally be put to the use for which it was
originally intended, to provide a do-
mestic source of energy for the United
States. This will mean a more vibrant
oil and gas industry in my state and
more jobs for Louisianians. It will
maintain the integrity of the MMS
leasing process and the Federal con-
tracts that have been in place these
many years. Finally, it will assist the
people of California in reaching their
goal of no new oil production off their
coastline.

The California Coastal Protection
and Louisiana Energy Enhancement
Act gives the California leaseholders
the option to move their investments
to the central and western Gulf of Mex-
ico. If the leaseholders choose, they
may receive credits for the money that
has been paid to the Federal Govern-
ment for the California leases, and any
other money invested in developing the
leases. These credits may be redeem-
able at the MMS for lease bonus and
royalty payments for production in the
Gulf of Mexico. participating compa-
nies would then surrender the Cali-
fornia leases and agree not to bring
any future legal actions against the
government for their inability to go
forward with production over the past
34 years. Finally, our bill takes the
lands that were in the leases and cre-
ates an ecological preserve to protect
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traditional fishing areas and provide
conservational scientific and rec-
reational benefits.

About 65 percent of our Nation’s en-
ergy needs are supplied by oil and nat-
ural gas. The waters of the Gulf of
Mexico have proven to be a significant
source of oil and natural gas and are
predicted to remain so for the foresee-
able future. While states such as Lou-
isiana continue to welcome the devel-
opment of Federal crude oil and nat-
ural gas resources in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, this development is accompanied
by adverse impacts on the infrastruc-
ture and public service needs of States,
counties and local communities that
“host’ the development of these Fed-
eral sources. With the rest of the coun-
try consistently turning to the waters
of the central and western Gulf of Mex-
ico for oil and gas production, it is long
past time to share a meaningful por-
tion of the revenues generated annu-
ally from Federal offshore crude oil
and natural gas resources with the
coastal states that serve as the plat-
form for this development: Louisiana,
Texas, Mississippi and Alabama.

I believe this bill is a creative solu-
tion to a difficult problem that has
been left unattended for too many
years. I commend my colleague, Sen-
ator BOXER, for taking a leading role
with me in crafting this legislation. I
hope my colleagues will join us in sup-
porting this bill.e

———

WICHITA HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
would like to take this moment to rec-
ognize the class from Wichita Heights
High School which will be representing
the State of Kansas in the 2002 national
finals of the We the People ... The
Citizen and the Constitution program.

On May 4-6, 2002, more than 1,200 stu-
dents from across the United States
will visit Washington, DC, to take part
in this competition, which is the most
extensive educational program in the
country developed specifically to edu-
cate young people about the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights. This 3-day
competition, administered by the Cen-
ter for Civic Education, is modeled
after hearings in the U.S. Congress and
consists of oral presentations by high
school students before a panel of adult
judges on constitutional topics. The
students’ testimony is followed by a
period of questioning by the judges who
probe their depth of understanding and
ability to apply their constitutional
knowledge.

I am very pleased to see these young
people advocating the fundamental
ideals that identify us as a people and
bind us together as a Naiton. I am
proud that this class from Wichita
Heights High School will be rep-
resenting Kansas on the national level
in this worthy endeavor. I wish their
entire team the best success at the We
the People . national finals this
May.e®
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GUNS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, according
to the Office of Justice Programs, 40
percent of women Kkilled with firearms
are murdered by an intimate partner.
In 1996, Congress passed legislation to
deny firearms purchases to individuals
who were under a domestic violence re-
straining order or convicted of a do-
mestic violence misdemeanor. Despite
the passage of this law many people are
slipping through the system. For exam-
ple, according to a November 1999
Washington Post article, a background
check failed to discover that a Mary-
land man was the subject of a domestic
violence restraining order that his wife
had obtained. As a result, he was able
to purchase a gun and he later shot his
3-year-old daughter and 2-year-old son.

To help prevent such tragedies, Con-
gress established the National Criminal
History Improvement Program in 1995
to provide funding to assist States in
compiling criminal records and estab-
lishing identification systems as well
as developing a comprehensive na-
tional record system. One of the goals
of the NCHIP program is to ensure that
accurate records are available to law
enforcement to identify ineligible fire-
arm purchasers. The NCHIP program
has put special emphasis on ensuring
that domestic violence-related offenses
are included in criminal records. As the
Washington Post article suggests,
there is still work to be done. In fact,
according to a January 2002 study re-
leased by Americans for Gun Safety,
only 30 States have automated records
of both domestic violence mis-
demeanors and domestic violence re-
straining orders. Fifteen States have
no automated records of domestic vio-
lence misdemeanors and 13 States have
no automated records of domestic vio-
lence restraining orders.

I have long supported programs that
will ensure that guns do not get into
the hands of criminals, as well as indi-
viduals under domestic violence re-
straining orders. The NICS system of
background checks for gun purchases
has already blocked more than 400,000
gun sales to ineligible persons. Con-
tinuing the NCHIP grant program will
help make America safer by ensuring
that the criminal background informa-
tion is complete, accurate and acces-
sible. This improves our ability to pre-
vent people who commit violent acts
against their family from purchasing
firearms.e

——————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

e Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of last year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred in September 1997
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in Waupaca, WI. A gay man was beaten
because of his sexual orientation. The
assailants, Jeffery S. Schucknecht, 26,
and Robert G. Guyette, 23, were
charged with felony battery and a hate
crime in connection with the incident.
I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. INOUYE, from the Committee on
Indian Affairs:

Report to accompany S. 1857, A bill to En-
courage the Negotiated Settlement of Tribal
Claims. (Rept. No. 107-138).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. WARNER:

S. 1957. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for additional
designations of renewal communities; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. 1958. A bill to provide a restructured and
rationalized rail passenger system that pro-
vides efficient service on viable routes; to
eliminate budget deficits and management
inefficiencies at Amtrak through the estab-
lishment of an Amtrak Control Board; to
allow for the privatization of Amtrak; to in-
crease the role of State and private entities
in rail passenger service; and, to promote
competition and improve rail passenger serv-
ice opportunities; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 1959. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a study of the former
Eagledale Ferry Dock in the State of Wash-
ington for potential inclusion in the Na-
tional Park System; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. F1Tz-
GERALD, and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 1960. A bill to amend the Biomass Re-

search and Development Act of 2000 to en-
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courage production of biobased energy prod-
ucts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. JEFFORDS, and Mr. SMITH
of New Hampshire):

S. 1961. A bill to improve financial and en-
vironmental sustainability of the water pro-
grams of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, and Mr. SMITH of Oregon):

S. 1962. A bill to provide for qualified with-
drawals from the Capital Construction Fund
for fishermen leaving the industry for the
rollover of Capital Construction Funds to in-
dividual retirement plans; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida:

S. 1963. A bill to prohibit the use of ar-
senic-treated lumber to manufacture play-
ground equipment, children’s products,
fences, walkways, and decks, and for all
other residential purposes, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
REED):

S. Res. 211. A resolution designating March
2, 2002, as ‘“Read Across America Day’’; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. Con. Res. 98. A concurrent resolution
commemorating the 30th anniversary of the
inauguration of Sino-American relations and
the sale of the first commercial jet aircraft
to China; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8.
At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 77, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
more effective remedies to victims of
discrimination in the payment of
wages on the basis of sex, and for other
purposes.
S. 913
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 913, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
coverage under the medicare program
of all oral anticancer drugs.
S. 969
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KERRY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 969, a bill to establish a Tick-
Borne Disorders Advisory Committee,
and for other purposes.
S. 1084
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1084, a bill to prohibit the importation
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