
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H179February 6, 2002
was a long time coming; he’ll be a long
time gone.’’

Mr. President, on behalf of a grateful
Nation, permit me to say thank you,
happy birthday and may God bless you.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STRICKLAND addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

f

REMEMBERING THEODORE J.
VOLLRATH, PHILIP JEHLE AND
R. LAWRENCE COUGHLIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GEKAS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD remembrances of three individ-
uals who passed away in the last few
months.

First, I want to recall the life of Ted
Vollrath. Ted Vollrath was a Korean
veteran who, because of the battles in
which he was engaged, eventually lost
both his legs. That did not stop him at
all. He became active in many veterans
entities and served the public in many
different ways, but while he was doing
that, he was learning karate. He be-
came a black belt in karate; can my
colleagues believe this now, a man
without legs, earned a karate black
belt.

In a wheelchair he was able to per-
form feats never before seen, and he
performed in London and all over the
eastern seaboard and actually made a
movie called Mr. No Legs. I saw one of
the premieres of it in my district when
it came to town.

So he was a movie actor, an enthu-
siast for karate, a specialist, a black
belt, and yet he found time to serve the
various veterans organizations in our
area, and then, on top of that, served
me, our office, as chairman of our Serv-
ice Academy Nominating Committee
and did that for almost 20 years. He
was someone who I could count on for
advice not just on the service acad-
emies, but also on matters military
generally, on national security and
others.

He at one time, I am also ashamed to
tell my colleagues this, one time he
said he wanted me to, in one of his ka-
rate exhibitions and swordsmanship ex-
hibitions, he wanted to put an apple on

the back of my head, have me kneel
down, and then he would with one swift
stroke of a sword cut the apple and
hopefully not my neck. What I cannot
understand is that I said, yes, I would
do it, and I did. I put my head down on
like a little table or bench there, he
put the apple, we had an audience, et
cetera, and he did it with his sword and
cut the apple in half, did not touch any
part of your speaker here, else I would
not be here.

The point was that he fulfilled his
life with four children and a wonderful
church relationship and a community
relationship, and overcame tremendous
odds through his life. When we lost
him, we lost a true contributor to our
community.

The second set of remembrances are
as to Phillip Jehle. We best knew him,
we Pennsylvania Members of the Con-
gress, as the director of the Governor’s
office in Washington. Governor Casey
at that time appointed Mr. Jehle as the
director, but he had a whole array of
services to the State and to the coun-
try way before that. Let me read a cou-
ple of the salient features of his life.

He was a retired Washington lawyer.
He had served as a chief counsel to a
Senate committee. He had served as
executive vice president of a pharma-
ceutical company, and then, as I said,
the director of the Washington office of
the Pennsylvania Governor. All of us
who served in the Pennsylvania delega-
tion knew him well, could approach
him at any time to coordinate the solu-
tion of problems that were mutual to
Members of Congress and to the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth.

He upon his retirement from
SmithKline, where he had worked, he
spent the rest of his time in legislation
that was important to Pennsylvania
through the Governor’s office.

His survivors include his wife of 52
years, Marcelle Auclair Jehle; five chil-
dren, Philip F. Jehle, Christopher A.
Jehle, Lawrence and Patricia A.
Galasso of Morocco, and Kathleen M.
Will of Elk Ridge; also a brother, three
sisters and 12 grandchildren.

He was a public servant of a special
breed, and he, too, will be remembered
through our insertion of remembrances
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

The third is as to our colleague Larry
Coughlin, longtime member of the
Pennsylvania delegation, a Member of
Congress from southeast Pennsylvania,
who served valiantly throughout the
time that he was here after having
served in the Pennsylvania General As-
sembly.

Larry was 71. He was from Mont-
gomery County, and he was the fellow
that, when he walked in here, was im-
mediately noticeable for his gentle-
manly stance and his posture, but,
more than that, his elegant bow tie. He
almost never came to this Chamber or
to any function without a bow tie, and
they were nice ones and colorful and fit
the pattern of his gentleman qualities.
So if we forget everything else about
him, we will always be able to talk

about that bow tie presence that he
had.

He served in Congress from 1968 to
1992. At first he represented just Mont-
gomery County and then later part of
Philadelphia. He endorsed funding
SEPTA, which is a transportation au-
thority in the southeast of Pennsyl-
vania, and other mass transit agencies,
housing efforts and antidrug education.

He graduated from the Hotchkiss
School in Lakeville, Connecticut, in
1946 and from Yale University in 1950.
One of his Yale classmates was George
Herbert Walker Bush, the future Presi-
dent and father of our current Presi-
dent, George W. Bush.

While attending Harvard Business
School he was called to Active Duty by
the Marine Corps in Korea, serving as
an aide to the legendary Lieutenant
General Lewis B. ‘‘Chesty’’ Puller.
After his discharge, he returned to Har-
vard, earning a degree in business ad-
ministration in 1954.

He came to Philadelphia to attend
Temple University Law School, attend-
ing classes at night and working as a
foreman on an assembly line at Heintz
Manufacturing Company, a steel com-
pany, during the day. He received his
degree in 1958 and became a partner at
Saul Ewing Remick & Saul.

During Vice President Richard M.
Nixon’s first Presidential campaign in
1960, Larry decorated an old mail truck
with banners, and he took the Nixon
campaign to the streets of Philadel-
phia.

By the 1960s he lived in Villanova and
was involved in Montgomery County
Republican politics. He worked for Wil-
liam W. Scranton’s successful guber-
natorial campaign in 1962. He himself
won his first election in 1964, capturing
a seat in the State house of representa-
tives. Two years later he moved up to
the State senate, and he was elected to
his first term in Congress from the 13th
District in 1968.

During his 24 years in Congress, he
served on the Committee on the Judici-
ary and became a high-ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropria-
tions and its Subcommittee on Trans-
portation. As a member of the House
Select Committee on Narcotics Abuse
and Control, he called for de-emphasis
on efforts to interdict narcotics traffic
and instead sought additional funds for
destruction of cocaine processing labs,
what he called the choke points in the
drug trade.
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He also supported funding for anti-
drug education programs.

His two most competitive contests
for reelection came in 1984 and 1986
against the then Democratic State rep-
resentative JOE HOEFFEL. By the 1980s,
Representative Coughlin’s 13th District
had been reapportioned to include
Chestnut Hill, Roxborough, Manayunk
and Overbrook in Philadelphia as well
as Montgomery County, adding many
more registered Democrats to his dis-
trict.
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