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Jim has traveled the world to learn the con-

cerns of active duty service members and re-
servists. Adhering to a soldier’s code never to
leave a buddy behind, Jim has remained com-
mitted to accounting for missing American
service members. He has made two trips to
Southeast Asia in efforts to recover the re-
mains of those still missing. He also has been
a strong advocate for addressing veterans’
medical needs and has made diabetes re-
search a top priority.

Never willing to accept full credit for his
good deeds, Jim points to each of the 2.7 mil-
lion members of the VFW and its Ladies Auxil-
iary as key to his efforts. He also singles out
his sons, Jim and Jeff, for enabling him to
serve their needs.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in expressing gratitude to Commander-in-Chief
Goldsmith for his valiant, enthusiastic and on-
going work for veterans. I am confident that
Jim will continue to find new and better ave-
nues to assist the men and women who have
put their lives on the line in defense of our
great Nation.
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of the 75th anniversary of St.
Brigid and St. Joseph Church in Syracuse,
New York. Its congregation is gathering to rec-
ognize this important milestone during a me-
morial mass and celebration on Sunday, Sep-
tember 16, 2001.

Established on May 26, 1926, and incor-
porated on August 9, 1926, St. Brigid’s was
formed from a portion of the rapidly growing
St. Patrick’s Parish on Tipperary Hill. While
masses were first celebrated within St. Pat-
rick’s School by St. Brigid’s founding pastor—
Rev. William H. McCormick, the parish’s first
sanctuary was constructed the following year
at the corner of Willis Avenue and Herkimer
Street at a cost of $165,000. The church’s cor-
nerstone was laid on June 15, 1927 with its
first mass on August 21st. St. Brigid’s School
opened on September 6th of that year under
the direction of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondolet.

Since that time, the parish has grown con-
siderably. Under the leadership of its second
pastor—Rev. William J. Brennan, the parish’s
debt was retired. Construction of a larger
sanctuary began in 1955 with a Dedication
Day Mass celebrated in the new church on
November 6, 1956. Rev. J. James Bannon
was pastor at that time. In 1964, St. Brigid’s
merged with St. Joseph’s French Church to
become St. Brigid and St. Joseph’s Parish.
Rev. David J. Norcott became the combined
church’s first pastor followed by Rev. James
A. McCloskey.

The parish is served today by Rev. Lau-
rence W. Kennedy, Pastor, Mr. Leonard S.
Monnat, Deacon, and Sister Theresa Brown,
CSJ, Director of Human Development and
Parish Minister. Approximately 510 families
are served by St. Brigid and St. Joseph’s

Church. The parish continues to be a strong
steward of Christian values and community
outreach, ministering to the people of
Syracuse’s Westside.

On the occasion of its 75th anniversary, it is
my honor to recognize the people of St. Brigid
and St. Joseph’s Church and to extend best
wishes for many more successful years of
faith-based ministry to follow.
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Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

join with my colleagues Mr. SHAYS and Mr.
WAXMAN, in introducing legislation to protect
the privacy rights of our nation’s uniformed
servicemembers.

If enacted into law, the legislation we have
put forward will clarify that the same right of
privacy guaranteed to all other individuals
under the Privacy Act and Freedom of Infor-
mation Act shall apply to members of the uni-
formed services.

The Privacy Act was established in 1974 to
ensure that the information the Federal Gov-
ernment collected as part of the operations
and practices of agencies is protected, and
the agencies observe and safeguard the right
to personal privacy.

The need for this legislation arises from a
September 2000 federal district court ruling
which stated that military servicemembers
cannot sue for damages when records con-
taining information about them, which under
the terms of the Privacy Act may not be re-
leased, are released by the government in vio-
lation of the Privacy Act. The Court based its
ruling on the Feres doctrine, a 51 year old
judge-made doctrine which states that
servicemembers cannot bring civil actions
against the government for acts incident to
service because they have benefits available
through their military health and other pro-
grams. As a result of this ruling, there is no ef-
fective way to prevent the unauthorized re-
lease of sensitive military personnel records
and no way to compensate servicemembers
for damages arising from acts by government
agencies that are in violation of the Privacy
Act.

Congress enacted the Privacy Act with an
unambiguous intent to make government re-
sponsible for the damages it causes when the
law is violated. Our bill clarifies the intent of
Congress to ensure that the right of privacy
granted under the Act shall apply to members
of the uniformed services and that military per-
sonnel may use the remedies of the Privacy
Act, the Feres doctrine notwithstanding. A
right without a remedy is no right at all.

The merit of this legislation is clear. The
government collects vast amounts of sensitive
information from and about military
servicemembers. Fairness requires that the in-
formation, once collected, be made secure.
Moreover, such an assurance will be in aid of
the recruitment efforts of all our volunteer
armed forces.

I urge the speedy adoption of this legisla-
tion.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, Robert B.
McKenna successfully completed the Federal
Emergency Management Agencies Executive
Fire Officer Program; and,

Whereas, the Emergency Fire Officer Pro-
gram is designed to provide senior officers
with a broad perspective on various facets of
fire administration; and,

Whereas, Robert McKenna throughout his
career has dedicated himself to demonstrating
the highest degree of professionalism;

Therefore, I ask my colleagues to join with
me in recognizing the impressive accomplish-
ments of Robert B. McKenna, a leader in his
community whom I am proud to call a con-
stituent.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize and honor Brigadier
General Thomas P. Kane, Commander of the
60th Air Mobility Wing, Travis Air Force Base,
California, upon his reassignment to NATO’s
Allied Command Europe as Deputy Director of
the Reaction Force Air Staff in Kalcar, Ger-
many.

As Commander of the 60 AMW, General
Kane was responsible for the combined efforts
of all operations and support activities associ-
ated with the worldwide air mobility mission
and responsible for ensuring the readiness
and well being of the installation’s active duty,
reserve and civilian personnel and their fami-
lies. Aircraft and personnel under General
Kane’s command have responded to combat
efforts and humanitarian relief efforts world-
wide.

Travis Air Force Base and its personnel
have flourished under General Kane’s com-
mand. He has been a tireless advocate for de-
cent, affordable housing, successfully obtain-
ing an increase in the Basic Allowance for
Housing allotment for Travis personnel.

He has also been one of the driving forces
in the countywide Affordable Housing Task
Force to pursue alternative sources of funding
for off-base housing.

Through his leadership, the base, working in
partnership with Pride Industries, has
launched a website to assist the base popu-
lation in their efforts to locate affordable hous-
ing.

General Kane organized a group of key indi-
viduals to help implement his vision of
privatizing the museum at Travis Air Force
Base as the Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space
Museum. The fundraising phase of this project
was inaugurated this summer.
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