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So for California, these protections
are critical.

Due in part to the high penetration
of managed care, California’s health
care system is on the verge of collapse.
Resources are stretched to the limit
and patients, as a result, are not get-
ting the services they need.

For example, California’s capitation
rate, the rate paid to doctors for treat-
ment, is one of the lowest in the Na-
tion. The average capitation rate in
California reached its peak in 1993 at
$45 per month. Last year, the rate
dropped to $29 (PriceWaterhouse Coo-
pers).

These low reimbursement rates un-
doubtedly impact quality of care and
access to services.

Many California hospitals and other
health care providers have been forced
to limit hours of operation and dis-
continue services. The burden to pro-
vide care is put on those that have re-
mained open, and many of these facili-
ties are now facing financial problems
of their own.

I know that California’s health care
system is not unlike other systems
across the country. The bottom line is
that patients should not be the one’s
made to suffer at the hands of a failing
health care system.

People pay monthly premiums. They
expect their health insurance to be
there when they need it. That is what
insurance is. It insures against loss
from an unforeseen illness or injury.

But with HMOs today, the certainty
of good health care is being seriously
eroded. Many people feel that every
time they need care, it is a tremendous
hassle.

The bottom line is that people feel
they have to fight to get the quality
care they have paid for. Americans are
tired of jumping through hoops to get
good care.

People should not have to fight for
their health care. They pay for it out
of their monthly paycheck. It should
be there for them when they need it.

I would like to close with a very
tragic story about a young, 16 year old
girl from Irvine, California who did not
get the care she needed from her HMO
in a timely manner. I think her story
provides a poignant summary of the
problem with managed care providers.
Unfortunately, her story does not have
a happy ending.

Serenity Silen was diagnosed with
acute myeloid leukemia, or AML, in
late February 1998. She had gone to her
HMO four times, to four different HMO
doctors, since the beginning of 1998.
Each time she complained of the exact
same symptoms, all of which could in-
dicate leukemia.

Over the course of the four visits,
Serenity’s condition was never diag-
nosed. Finally, in the middle of Feb-
ruary 1998, Serenity was taken to the
emergency room of an out-of-network
hospital because her mother was so
frustrated with the care at their HMO.

The emergency room doctor was the
first doctor, in the five weeks since the
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symptoms arose, to order a complete
blood count test. The blood count test
indicated a dangerously high white
blood cell count that was symptomatic
of leukemia. With a much delayed di-
agnosis, Serenity’s leukemia was now
going to be much more difficult to
treat.

Fed up with the HMO, Serenity’s par-
ents sought a second opinion from a
highly recognized oncologist at an out-
of-network hospital. Serenity was
transferred to that hospital to be under
the oncologist’s care. After being at
the new hospital only a few days, Se-
renity explained to her parents that
she did not realize how much pain she
was in until the new hospital helped to
take it away. After 2% months at the
new hospital, Serenity died. The dis-
ease had not been diagnosed in time.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill. Support this bill for the children
like Serenity in your State. The con-
stituents who battle with their HMOs
daily to get the quality care they need
and deserve. Many of these patients are
too sick to fight with their HMOs to
get access to the services necessary to
treat their illnesses. How many more
lives are we going to have to lose to
the HMO battle before Congress wises
up and passes a Patients’ Bill of Rights
that protects the patient?

This bill has been a long time in the
making. Let’s get it done this session.

———

ADJOURNMENT OF THE TWO
HOUSES OVER THE FOURTH OF
JULY HOLIDAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
unanimous consent request that the
Senate proceed to H. Con. Res. 176, the
adjournment resolution, which is at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (H. Con. Res. 176) providing
for conditional adjournment of the House of
Representatives and a conditional recess or
adjournment of the Senate.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 176) was agreed to, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 176

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday,
June 28, 2001, or Friday, June 29, 2001, on a
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 10, 2001, or until noon on the
second day after Members are notified to re-
assemble pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first;
and that when the Senate recesses or ad-
journs at the close of business on Thursday,
June 28, 2001, Friday, June 29, 2001, Saturday,
June 30, 2001, Monday, July 2, 2001, Tuesday,

June 28, 2001

July 3, 2001, Thursday, July 5, 2001, Friday,
July 6, 2001, or Saturday, July 7, 2001, on a
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until
noon on Monday, July 9, 2001, or until such
time on that day as may be specified by its
Majority Leader or his designee in the mo-
tion to recess or adjourn, or until noon on
the second day after Members are notified to
reassemble pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House and the Minority Leader of the
Senate, shall notify the Members of the
House and the Senate, respectively, to reas-
semble whenever, in their opinion, the public
interest shall warrant it.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the edi-
fication of Members, the resolution al-
lows the House to go out today or to-
morrow and allows the Senate to go
out any day up until July 7.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod for morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 5
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
HONORING NEW YORK FIRE-
FIGHTERS—JOHN J. DOWNING,
BRIAN FAHEY, AND HARRY

FORD, WHO LOST THEIR LIVES
IN THE LINE OF DUTY

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, let me
state for the RECORD that the request I
am about to make has been cleared on
the Republican side.

I ask unanimous consent that the Ju-
diciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 117 and
that the Senate then proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will state the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 117) honoring John J.
Downing, Brian Fahey, and Harry Ford, who
lost their lives in the course of duty as fire-
fighters.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a resolution hon-
oring John J. Downing, Brian Fahey,
and Harry Ford, who gave their lives
this past Father’s Day while protecting
the lives of others. Together, these
brave men left behind three widows and
eight children whom we also honor
today for their sacrifice.

On June 17, as a treacherous five-
alarm fire raged at the Long Island
General Supply Company in Queens,
NY, without hesitation, as they have
done countless times before, nearly 350
firefighters and numerous police offi-
cers responded to the call for help. Two
civilians and dozens of firefighters and
police officers were injured. And three
courageous fathers lost their lives. It
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