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will leave a tremendous void in the life of the
Visalia community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Rita Bee Hill and
celebrating her legacy of service to her family,
her community, and her country.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today,
my colleagues, Reps. WAMP, PORTMAN,
SERRANO, ETHERIDGE, ISAKSON and GREEN
(WI) join me, in introducing the YMCA Teen
Action Agenda Enhancement Act of 2001.

For 150 years, the YMCA has provided our
nation’s youth with safe, healthy activities. The
YMCA is volunteer founded and volunteer-led.
The YMCA depends on more than 600,000
volunteers to meet the unique needs of their
communities. YMCAs serve people of all
faiths, races, abilities, ages and incomes. 1 in
10 teens—2.4 million teens across the na-
tion—are involved in a program offered by a
local YMCA. Recognizing the unique obstacles
faced by the teenagers of today, the YMCA
has launched the Teen Action Agenda, a na-
tionwide campaign to double this number and
serve 1 in 5 teens by 2005.

This legislation authorizes federal appropria-
tions of $20 million for fiscal years 2002
through 2006 to carry out the Youth Teen Ac-
tion Agenda. Similar legislation was enacted
into law in the 105th Congress to aid the Boys
and Girls Club of America and in the 106th
Congress to aid Police Athletic Leagues, in
their efforts to improve academic and social
outcomes for youth. Under this legislation,
subgrants will be made to YMCA teen pro-
grams that have a primary purpose of serving
youth that are at-risk of delinquency or are in
failing schools.

In my district, a number of YMCA clubs are
serving our teenagers. In the town of Lafay-
ette, CO alone, twenty-five programs at two
YMCA Centers serve close to 1300 kids. The
YMCA Arapahoe Center is a full youth and
family center for teens and preteens ages 11–
17, and the YMCA Lafayette Youth Center
serves low income, at risk kids. These two
clubs lead programs for Youth Employment
services, after school drop-in, drop-in sports,
field trips, Leaders club, Arts and Humanities
classes and camps, high school and middle
school sports, baby-sitting training, Youth and
Government, Leadership development (Lead-
ers-in-Training and Junior Leaders summer
program), and Teen Adventures camps.

A recent nationwide study shows that par-
ticipation in afterschool activities leads to bet-
ter grades and better behavior in teens. Nearly
eight in 10 teens (79%) that engage in after-
school activities are A or B students, but only
half (52%) of teens who do not participate in
afterschool activities earn these high marks.
Teens that do not engage in afterschool activi-
ties are five times more likely (15%) to be D
students compared to students who do partici-
pate in activities after school (3%).

This study has also documented the need
for more afterschool programs. Over half
(52%) of teens say they wish there were more

afterschool activities in their neighborhood or
community. Two in three (67%) teens say they
would likely participate in afterschool programs
that would help them get better grades, de-
velop leadership skills and be more involved in
their community while having fun with other
teens if they knew that churches, recreation
centers and the YMCA offered such programs.
Six in 10 (62%) teens left unsupervised during
the week say they would likely participate in
afterschool programs.

The need for more after-school opportunities
has been made clear to me in my visits to
every high school in my district. Students have
told me that if there were more after school
activities, they would participate in them. This
bill will help give kids safe, productive places
to go when the school bell rings at the end of
the day. We all know that the teenagers of
today face challenges and pitfalls unimagi-
nable a generation ago. I believe this bill helps
a proven community based organization with a
rich history of providing quality programs for
America’s youth to offer our teenagers with
the opportunity to develop and thrive.
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Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-

troducing legislation that will foster adequate
electric generation and reliability. Excessive
electricity price volatility, concerns about
power shortages, and harmful consequences
for the regional economy in the West are all
related to inadequate generation and trans-
mission capacity in and around my home state
of California.

Moreover, the energy crisis in California and
neighboring states has demonstrated the im-
portance of developing generation facilities to
ensure that electricity supplies are widely
available at reasonable prices. But capacity
shortages are not just an issue in California,
and addressing this tax code problem is crit-
ical to helping avoid similar problems from de-
veloping in other regions of the country.

To encourage new investments in genera-
tion, my bill would reduce depreciable lives of
generation systems from their current cost re-
covery period of 15 or 20 years to 7 years.
The current electric industry depreciable lives
are longer than those of any manufacturing
segment.

America’s booming technology-reliant econ-
omy of the 1990s spurred a demand for more
electricity. However, that increase in demand
was not met by building new generation. In
the 1970s and 1980s, America had power sur-
pluses. As a result, state regulators, trying to
keep consumer rates down, often disallowed
the costs of some excess capacity and did not
allow utilities to recover in rates all of their
costs for building power plants. In many
cases, utilities were required by their regu-
latory commissions to buy power from other
supplies rather than build their own plants.
That, and the advent of competition, engen-
dered a cautious attitude toward investment
costs that might not be recoverable. The result
was a construction lag, while demand for
power increased by about 2 percent per year.

Nevertheless, between 1978 and 1992,
America’s utilities had reserve margins that
averaged between 25 percent and 30 percent
to meet emergency demand situations. Since
1992, the reserve margin has dropped signifi-
cantly—to less than 15 percent nationwide.

Meanwhile, the Energy Information Adminis-
tration (EIA), in its Annual Energy Outlook
2001, raised its own projections of electricity
demand for the next 20 years because of pro-
jected increases in economic growth and the
growth in electricity use for a variety of resi-
dential and commercial applications. To meet
demand growth, EIA projects that 1,310 new
plants—with a total of 393 gigawatts of capac-
ity—will need to be built by 2020. The 393
gigawatts represents nearly a 47% increase
over current installed capacity, or the ability to
serve approximately 60 million additional cus-
tomers.

The current tax law profoundly impacts a
generator’s bottom line, making it difficult to
compete, and discourages the formation of
much needed capital investment. The price
spikes and major power outages in recent
years, most notably in California, have brought
this issue home to millions of people. By way
of example, no significant new generation has
been built in my state of California in more
than a decade, despite higher than-expected
growth in the demand for power.

Nationwide, the structure of the electric in-
dustry is rapidly changing from vertically-inte-
grated, regulated monopolies to unbundled
and fully competitive generation services—
independent transmission companies and local
distribution companies. Currently, 24 states
and the District of Columbia, encompassing
some 62% of the Nation’s population, have ei-
ther passed electric industry restructuring leg-
islation or enacted regulatory orders to imple-
ment unbundling and competitive customer
choice. In addition, the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC) is promoting
wholesale competition and the formation of re-
gional transmission organizations. Because of
the introduction of competition, previously ap-
plicable rules regarding the cost recovery of
capital simply do not apply any longer.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor this urgently needed legislation.
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TRIBUTE TO THE MEMBERS OF
CARPENTERS LOCAL 1005 OF
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2001
Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with

great pride and admiration that I congratulate
the members of Carpenters Local 1005 of
Merrillville, Indiana who will be honored at
their 29th Annual Pin Recognition Banquet.
The union members of Northwest Indiana
have consistently demonstrated the work ethic
and quality craftsmanship on which the com-
munity prides itself. The banquet, to be held
on Saturday, May 12, 2001 at the St. Elijah
Serbian American Hall in Merrillville, will be
held in honor of those members who have
completed between 20 and 65 years of serv-
ice with the union. Also to be awarded are the
Joe Manley Humanitarian Award, the Ken
Castaldi Apprentice of the Year Award, and
the Contractor of the Year Award.
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