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number of large pretzel producers in
my district, including Auntie Anne’s,
which you see in the shopping malls,
Herr’s, Anderson, Sturgis, Hammond
and others. Everybody, it seems, eats
pretzels today; but few of us know
about the history of the pretzel and
that they are one of the world’s oldest
snack foods.

Pretzels go back as far as 610 A.D.,
when young students in North Italian
monasteries received them as rewards
for correctly reciting their prayers.

A monk designed the pretzel to re-
semble the way students cross their
arms across their chest in prayer, and
that is also where the pretzel gets its
name. Pretzel comes from ‘‘pretiola,’’
the Latin word for ‘‘little reward.’’

Pretzels have come a long way in the
last 1,400 years and they are now a mul-
timillion dollar industry in the U.S.,
and they are very popular. I am very
proud to say that many of America’s
most popular pretzels come from Lan-
caster and Chester Counties in Penn-
sylvania.

f

GOLDEN JACKPOT AWARD GOES
TO THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY

(Mr. WAXMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I
am announcing the new winner of the
Golden Jackpot Award which has been
created to recognize indefensible gov-
ernment decisions that benefit special
interests at the expense of the public
interest.

There are two worthy contestants for
today’s award. The recent Bush admin-
istration decision to eliminate contra-
ceptive coverage for women in the Fed-
eral health insurance plans and to
freeze funding for family planning pro-
grams is an amazing example of a ri-
diculous policy aimed at satisfying
right-wing groups that cannot distin-
guish between abortion and family
planning.

Even this incredible decision pales
next to Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham’s rollback of air conditioner
efficiency standards at a time when
America is facing its worst energy
problems in 25 years. This is an obscure
decision that has enormous implica-
tions. Because of the rollback, the
United States will have to build over 40
new power plants by the year 2020.

The action benefits the manufactur-
ers of air conditioners who contributed
heavily to President Bush and Repub-
licans, but it is a disaster for the
American people, and Californians in
particular. I give this award to Sec-
retary of Energy Spencer Abraham.

f

REWARDING PERFORMANCE IN
COMPENSATION ACT

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, per-
formance bonuses and gainsharing pro-
grams are a way for employees to share
in the success of a company that they
work for. Whether exempt or non-
exempt, all employees should have the
same opportunity to receive bonuses
for their hard work. For many employ-
ers, the administrative costs associated
with operating bonus programs for
their hourly employees often end up
costing more than actual bonuses. Be-
cause of this, current law virtually en-
sures that employers exclude hourly
workers from bonus programs.

Today, I am reintroducing The Re-
warding Performance in Compensation
Act, which will help workers to share
when their efforts that they have
produce gains for the company. This
legislation would amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act to specify that an
hourly employee’s regular rate of pay
in calculating overtime would not be
affected by additional payments that
reward employees who meet certain
goals.

Simply put, this bill would give hour-
ly nonexempt employees the same ac-
cess to bonuses that are exempt from
professional employees that they al-
ready receive, and I ask my colleagues
to support The Rewarding Performance
in Compensation Act.

f

UNBORN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE
ACT

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong opposition to
the so-called Unborn Victims of Vio-
lence Act, which will be before this
body later on today.

First of all, we should have truth in
advertising. This bill has nothing to do
with protecting unborn victims, which
in it is defined as broadly as three
cells, but everything in rolling back a
woman’s right to choose. It is not
about violence against pregnant
women. It is about taking away a wom-
an’s right to choose. It erodes Roe v.
Wade. It will define for the first time
the beginning of life in a criminal stat-
ute.

The domestic violence groups in
America do not support it, but Presi-
dent Bush does. I have the statement of
administration policy, President
Bush’s policy, which is anti-woman,
toothless in protecting women against
violence; but it is very strong in de-
priving a woman of a right to choose.

I urge everyone to vote against this
bill when it comes to the floor today.

f

SPIRIT OF VOLUNTEERS AND
WORKERS IN SOUTHWEST MIN-
NESOTA UPLIFTS COMMUNITY

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I want to speak today about
the floods that have been wreaking
havoc in southwest Minnesota and
other areas around the country. A
week ago, I was in Montevideo and in
Granite Falls with Governor Ventura,
and I was saddened by the devastation
and flooding that nature can cause; but
I was uplifted by the spirit of volun-
teers and workers that came to help
their communities with such a dis-
aster.

I wanted to take this time to thank
those communities and the leaders and
the many youth who gave so much
work and worked so hard to help their
neighbors during this time of need:
Carver County and Kevin Carrolls;
Chaska and Mayor Bob Roepke; Gran-
ite Falls and Mayor Dave Smiglewski
and Bill Lavin; Montevideo and Mayor
Jim Curtis and Steve Jones; New Ulm
and Mayor Arnolf Koelpin and Gary
Gleisner; Redwood Falls and Mayor
Sara Triplett and Jeff Weldon;
Shakopee and Mayor Jon Brekke and
Mark McNeill; St. Peter and Todd
Prafke and Jerry Hawbaker; and to all
the others who have worked so hard to
help their communities. We applaud
their efforts and we thank them.

f

PROCTOLOGIST SHOULD BE ADVIS-
ING JUDGES AT FRENCH BEAU-
TY CONTEST

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, is she
or is she not? Rumors persist that Miss
France is not a big-bone diva but actu-
ally a man. Reports say that pageant
officials said they are anxiously await-
ing the bathing suit contest. Unbeliev-
able. Maybe J. Edgar Hoover will
crown the next Miss France, Mr.
Speaker.

Hey, what is next? Will they have
certification standards performed by li-
censed gynecologists for these pag-
eants? Beam me up. This is not brain
surgery. Even the University of Dayton
School of Political Science can deter-
mine human genitalia.

I yield back the fact that a proc-
tologist should be advising these judges
at this French beauty contest.

f

UNBORN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE
ACT, A SHIELD OF PROTECTION
TO UNBORN CHILDREN

(Mr. GRAVES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 503, the
Unborn Victims of Violence Act. This
bill extends a shield of protection to
those children that cannot protect
themselves.
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