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Bayonne’s Engine Company 6. In December
2000, Engine Company 6 was dispatched to
Marist High School in response to a call about
an unconscious female. Upon arrival, Fire-
fighter O’Sullivan recognized that she was not
breathing, so he used an automatic external
defibrillator and a bag valve mask to save her
life. Brian O'Sullivan became a firefighter in
1999, and was a member of the first class
trained as both a firefighter and an EMT.

Lieutenant Raymond Branagan is an EMT,
and is being honored for his administrative
and instructional work with McCabe Ambu-
lance. He is currently the lead instructor and
administrative assistant to the Director of the
McCabe Institute of Emergency Preparedness.
Lt. Branagan is in charge of arranging courses
on CPR for the American Heart Association,
on First Aid for the National Safety Council,
and on OSHA/PEOSHA blood and airborne
pathogens for the Bayonne Police and Fire
Departments, the Bayonne Board of Edu-
cation, and Bayonne Head Start.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Officer Ryan, Firefighter
O'Sullivan, and Lt. Branagan for their coura-
geous contributions to their community.

————
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Joe Shaver, who is retiring
after 32 years as chief deputy coroner of
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.

Joe was born in 1934 in Wyoming, Pennsyl-
vania, graduated from Wyoming Memorial
High School in 1952, and graduated from the
McAllister School of Mortuary Science in 1953.
He began his long career by helping out park-
ing cars and handling other chores at
Metcalfe’s Funeral Home in Wyoming while he
was still in high school, and he served an ap-
prenticeship at the Luther M. Kniffen Funeral
Home in Wilkes-Barre from 1954 to 1957.

From 1957 to 1963, he served in the U.S.
Army Reserve Medical Corps, including active
duty in West Germany from 1957 to 1959. In
1959, Joe became a partner in the business
that was renamed the Metcalfe & Shaver Fu-
neral Home, and he became the owner in
1986. He was recalled to active duty with the
Army from 1960 to 1961 due to the Berlin cri-
sis and served an additional year at Fort
Chaffee, Arkansas.

In 1969, Dr. George Hudock Jr. was ap-
pointed coroner following the death of the pre-
vious coroner, and his first act was to appoint
Joe as his chief deputy. At that point, Joe had
already served as a deputy coroner for six
years and had been assisting Dr. Hudock with
autopsies for three years. In Joe’s 32 years as
chief deputy coroner, he has assisted in more
than 2,800 autopsies.

While Joe’s memberships and affiliations
are too numerous to list them in full, a few ex-
amples will serve to show his long history of
community involvement. He is a member of
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Kingston and
has served on its council for several years, in
addition to having served in the choir. He is a
member and past president of the Rotary Club
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of Wyoming and a Paul Harris Fellow, a mem-
ber and past president of the Wyoming Busi-
ness Club, a life member of Wyoming Hose
Company No. 1, and a member of VFW Post
396 in Wyoming, Irem Temple in Wilkes-Barre
and Mountain Grange 567 in Carverton.

Joe and his wife, the former Janice Ludwig,
were married in 1962. They have two children
and three grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
long history of Joe Shaver's service to the
community, and | wish him and his wife the
best in his retirement.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, during the
month of March 2001 we celebrate Women'’s
National History Month. This year's theme is
“Celebrating Women of Courage and Vision.”

All across this country, Americans are pro-
moting community, school and workplace cele-
brations honoring women’s accomplishments,
contributions, courage and vision.

In the Nation's Capital, the District of Co-
lumbia Commission for Women will participate
in the national observance of Women'’s History
Month to recognize the courage and vision ex-
hibited by women of the District of Columbia.

Mr. Speaker, women of every race, creed,
color and economic background have contrib-
uted to the growth and strength of our commu-
nity. For more than three decades, programs
of the District of Columbia Commission for
Women have provided all our citizens with op-
portunities to bring attention to the creative,
civic and professional accomplishments of
women.

This year as part of its Women'’s History
Month observance, the District of Columbia
Commission for Women will establish a schol-
arship at the University of the District of Co-
lumbia to support women in pursuit of their
academic and career endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and all our col-
leagues to join with me in commending the
District of Columbia Commission for Women
and its members for their dedication, courage
and vision.

———
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to take a moment to recognize an individual,
Ernest Pepples, for his significant efforts on
behalf of a valuable yet ever more challenged
industry. Ernie has had a distinguished and
honorable career within the global and U.S. to-
bacco industry and deserves the recognition of
Congress at the time of his retirement.

Mr. Ernest Pepples joined Brown &
Williamson Tobacco Corporation in 1972 and
was appointed vice president and general
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counsel and became a member of the com-
pany’s board of directors in 1975. He was
named senior vice president in 1980. At the
time of his retirement, he was responsible for
the company’'s legislative representation and
government affairs efforts including its rela-
tions with Congress.

Prior to joining Brown & Williamson, he was
partner in the Louisville, Kentucky, law firm of
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs. A native of Louis-
ville, Mr. Pepples is a graduate of Yale Univer-
sity and the University of Virginia Law School.
He also is a member of the American, Ken-
tucky, and Louisville Bar Associations.

Throughout his career, Ernie has served in
leadership positions for a variety of boards
and councils including the board of directors of
the Tobacco Merchants Association of Prince-
ton, New Jersey, and the Kentucky Tobacco
Research Board of Lexington, Kentucky.

Now, in recognition of his retirement from
Brown & Williamson and the tobacco industry
after 30 years of service, | believe he should
be duly recognized by this body for his integ-
rity and personal efforts to find common
ground on many difficult issues. Indeed, Ernie
developed a reputation as a leading expert on
regulatory and business issues involving not
only tobacco manufacturers but also tobacco
growers, suppliers, consumers, wholesalers
and retailers. My district in Georgia has been
a direct beneficiary of Ernie’s talent.

It is with this background that | say thank
you Ernie for his dedication and service over
the years and congratulate him on an out-
standing career. He has worked hard for his
home state of Kentucky, Georgia and the en-
tire tobacco community within our country.
Those of us who have been privileged to work
with Ernie will miss his hard work, honesty,
and dedication. We will also miss his great
smile.

Congratulations Ernie on an outstanding ca-
reer and best wishes to you and your family
upon retirement.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
very great pleasure to warmly congratulate
Oscar Feldenkreis on being honored for re-
ceiving the National Community Service
Award by the Simon Wiesenthal Center.

Oscar Feldenkreis has become a successful
entrepreneur and civic leader in the South
Florida community. Following the wonderful
example of success established by his father,
Simon Wiesenthal Center Trustee and Miami
leader, George Feldenkreis, Oscar diligently
worked to build his empire in the apparel field.
He began his career while still a student in
high school, first in retail sales and then work-
ing at the headquarters of Supreme Inter-
national, the company his father started. He
has been President and Chief Operating Offi-
cer of Perry Ellis International since 1992.

Oscar is actively involved with the State of
Israel Bonds for which he has served as presi-
dent of the Cuban Hebrew Division. He has
devoted his time and attention to the Greater
Miami Jewish Federation, Temple Menorah
and the Lehrman Day School and is currently
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