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(2) the Congress—
(A) supports the goals and ideas of the

‘‘Day of Hope’’; and
(B) commends Childhelp USA for its efforts

on behalf of abused and neglected children
everywhere.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, for
far too long, our nation has been al-
most silent about the needs of some of
its most vulnerable families and chil-
dren—those caught in the vicious cycle
of child abuse. That is why, today, I am
introducing a Senate concurrent reso-
lution recognizing the first Wednesday
of April as a National Day of Hope
dedicated to remembering the victims
of child abuse and neglect and recog-
nizing Childhelp USA for initiating
such a day. I am pleased to be joined in
this effort by my friend and colleague
from Wisconsin, Senator KOHL, with
whom I have worked for many years on
issues affecting youth at risk.

This resolution expresses the sense of
the Congress that we must break the
cycle of child abuse and neglect by mo-
bilizing all our resources including the
faith community, nonprofit organiza-
tions and volunteers. Childhelp USA is
one of our oldest national organiza-
tions dedicated to meeting the needs of
abused and neglected children. By fo-
cusing its efforts on prevention and re-
search as well as on treatment, this or-
ganization has provided help to thou-
sands of children since it was founded
in 1959. Childhelp USA and many other
non-profits or faith-based organiza-
tions nationwide are performing a vital
service to abused and neglected chil-
dren that they would not have other-
wise, and they are to be commended.

I know first-hand the importance of
having help when it is needed. The Na-
tional Day of Hope Resolution calls on
each of us to renew our duty and re-
sponsibility to the vulnerable children
and families caught in the cycle of
child abuse and neglect.

To further observe the National Day
of Hope, a cross-country ride has been
organized by a group of Harley-David-
son owners in Northern Arizona. This
‘‘Cycle of Hope’’ will help turn the eyes
of our entire nation to the suffering of
the victims of child abuse. As a motor-
cycle enthusiast myself, I look forward
to being a part of that effort.

More than 3 million American chil-
dren are reported as suspected victims
of child abuse and neglect each year.
That is 3 million children too many.
And, it is estimated that more than
1,000 children, 78 percent under the age
of 5 and 38 percent under one year of
age, lose their lives as a direct result of
abuse and neglect every year. That is
not acceptable. We must do something
to change these statistics.

While I am encouraged by the efforts
of many organizations nationwide,
more needs to be done. That is why I
urge my colleagues to act quickly on
this resolution so we can move one step
closer to erasing the horror of child
abuse from our nation’s history.

SENATE RESOLUTION 20—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 25, 2001, AS
‘‘GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRA-
TION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY’’
Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mrs.

BOXER, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. HARKIN, Mr. REED, Mr. SARBANES,
Mr. THOMAS, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. BIDEN, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. INOUYE, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. GREGG, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. SMITH of New Hamp-
shire, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. CLELAND, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DODD,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. THOMPSON,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SMITH of Oregon,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. ENZI, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. CORZINE,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. REID) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

S. RES. 20

Whereas the ancient Greeks developed the
concept of democracy, in which the supreme
power to govern was vested in the people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States drew heavily on the political
experience and philosophy of ancient Greece
in forming our representative democracy;

Whereas Greek Commander in Chief Petros
Mavromichalis, a founder of the modern
Greek state, said to the citizens of the
United States in 1821, ‘‘it is in your land that
liberty has fixed her abode and . . . in imi-
tating you, we shall imitate our ancestors
and be thought worthy of them if we succeed
in resembling you’’;

Whereas Greece is 1 of only 3 nations in the
world, beyond the former British Empire,
that has been allied with the United States
in every major international conflict in the
twentieth century;

Whereas Greece played a major role in the
World War II struggle to protect freedom and
democracy through such bravery as was
shown in the historic Battle of Crete and in
Greece presenting the Axis land war with its
first major setback, which set off a chain of
events that significantly affected the out-
come of World War II;

Whereas former President Clinton, during
his visit to Greece on November 20, 1999, re-
ferred to modern-day Greece as ‘‘a beacon of
democracy, a regional leader for stability,
prosperity and freedom’’, and President
George W. Bush, in a letter to the Prime
Minister of Greece, Constantinos Simitis, in
January 2001, referred to the ‘‘stable founda-
tions and common values’’ that are the basis
of relations between Greece and the United
States;

Whereas Greece and the United States are
at the forefront of the effort for freedom, de-
mocracy, peace, stability, and human rights;

Whereas those and other ideals have forged
a close bond between our 2 nations and their
peoples;

Whereas March 25, 2001, marks the 180th
anniversary of the beginning of the revolu-
tion that freed the Greek people from the
Ottoman Empire; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable to cele-
brate with the Greek people and to reaffirm
the democratic principles from which our 2

great nations were born: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates March 25, 2001, as ‘‘Greek

Independence Day: A National Day of Cele-
bration of Greek and American Democracy’’;
and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, today I
am pleased to submit a resolution
along with fifty-one of my colleagues
to designate March 25, 2001, as ‘‘Greek
Independence Day: A Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy.’’

One hundred and eighty years ago,
the Greeks began the revolution that
would free them from the Ottoman Em-
pire and return Greece to its demo-
cratic heritage. It was, of course, the
ancient Greeks who developed the con-
cept of democracy in which the su-
preme power to govern was vested in
the people. Our Founding Fathers drew
heavily upon the political and philo-
sophical experience of ancient Greece
in forming our representative democ-
racy. Thomas Jefferson proclaimed
that, ‘‘to the ancient Greeks . . . we
are all indebted for the light which led
ourselves out of Gothic darkness.’’ It is
fitting, then, that we should recognize
the anniversary of the beginning of
their efforts to return to that demo-
cratic tradition.

The democratic form of government
is only one of the most obvious of the
many benefits we have gained from the
Greek people. The ancient Greeks con-
tributed a great deal to the modern
world, particularly to the United
States of America, in the areas of art,
philosophy, science and law. Today,
Greek-Americans continue to enrich
our culture and make valuable con-
tributions to American society, busi-
ness, and government.

It is my hope that strong support for
this resolution in the Senate will serve
as a clear goodwill gesture to the peo-
ple of Greece with whom we have en-
joyed such a close bond throughout his-
tory. Similar resolutions have been
passed by the Senate since 1984 with
overwhelming support. Accordingly, I
urge my Senate colleagues to join me
in supporting this important resolu-
tion.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 21—DIRECT-
ING THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS TO
PROVIDE INTERNET ACCESS TO
CERTAIN CONGRESSIONAL DOCU-
MENTS, INCLUDING CERTAIN
CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH
SERVICE PUBLICATIONS, SENATE
LOBBYING AND GIFT REPORT
FILINGS, AND SENATE AND
JOINT COMMITTEE DOCUMENTS
Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. LEAHY,

Mr. LOTT, and Mr. LIEBERMAN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

S. RES. 21

Whereas it is the sense of the Senate
that—
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(1) it is often burdensome, difficult, and

time-consuming for citizens to obtain access
to public records of the United States Con-
gress;

(2) congressional documents that are
placed in the Congressional Record are made
available to the public electronically by the
Superintendent of Documents under the di-
rection of the Public Printer;

(3) other congressional documents are also
made available electronically on websites
maintained by Members of Congress and
Committees of the Senate and the House of
Representatives;

(4) a wide range of public records of the
Congress remain inaccessible to the public;

(5) the public should have easy and timely
access, including electronic access, to public
records of the Congress;

(6) the Congress should use new tech-
nologies to enhance public access to public
records of the Congress; and

(7) an informed electorate is the most pre-
cious asset of any democracy; and

Whereas it is the sense of the Senate that
it will foster democracy—

(1) to ensure public access to public records
of the Congress;

(2) to improve public access to public
records of the Congress; and

(3) to enhance the electronic public access,
including access via the Internet, to public
records of the Congress: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the
Senate shall make information available to
the public in accordance with the provisions
of this resolution.
SEC. 2. AVAILABILITY OF CERTAIN CRS INFORMA-

TION.
(a) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Sergeant-at-Arms of

the Senate, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the Congressional Research Service,
shall make available through a centralized
electronic database, for purposes of access
and retrieval by the public under section 4 of
this resolution, all information described in
paragraph (2) that is available through the
Congressional Research Service website.

(2) INFORMATION TO BE MADE AVAILABLE.—
The information to be made available under
paragraph (1) is:

(A) Congressional Research Service Issue
Briefs.

(B) Congressional Research Service Re-
ports that are available to Members of Con-
gress through the Congressional Research
Service website.

(C) Congressional Research Service Au-
thorization of Appropriations Products and
Appropriations Products.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—
(1) CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.—Sub-

section (a) does not apply to—
(A) any information that is confidential, as

determined by—
(i) the Director; or
(ii) the head of a Federal department or

agency that provided the information to the
Congressional Research Service; or

(B) any documents that are the product of
an individual, office, or committee research
request (other than a document described in
subsection (a)(2)).

(2) REDACTION AND REVISION.—In carrying
out this section, the Sergeant-at-Arms of the
Senate, in consultation with the Director of
the Congressional Research Service, may—

(A) remove from the information required
to be made available under subsection (a) the
name and phone number of, and any other
information regarding, an employee of the
Congressional Research Service;

(B) remove from the information required
to be made available under subsection (a)
any material for which the Director deter-
mines that making it available under sub-

section (a) may infringe the copyright of a
work protected under title 17, United States
Code; and

(C) make any changes in the information
required to be made available under sub-
section (a) that the Director determines nec-
essary to ensure that the information is ac-
curate and current.

(c) MANNER.—The Sergeant-at-Arms of the
Senate, in consultation with the Director of
the Congressional Research Service, shall
make information required to be made avail-
able under this section in a manner that—

(1) is practical and reasonable; and
(2) does not permit the submission of com-

ments from the public.
SEC. 3. PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE CONGRESS.

(a) SENATE.—The Secretary of the Senate,
through the Office of Public Records and in
accordance with such standards as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, shall make available
on the Internet for purposes of access and re-
trieval by the public:

(1) LOBBYIST DISCLOSURE REPORTS.—Lob-
byist disclosure reports required by the Lob-
bying Disclosure Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.) within 90 days (Saturdays, Sundays,
and holidays excepted) after they are re-
ceived.

(2) GIFT RULE DISCLOSURE REPORTS.—Senate
gift rule disclosure reports required under
paragraph 2 and paragraph 4(b) of rule XXXV
of the Standing Rules of the Senate within 5
days (Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays ex-
cepted) after they are received.

(b) DIRECTORY.—The Superintendent of
Documents, under the Direction of the Pub-
lic Printer in the Government Printing Of-
fice, shall include information about the doc-
uments made available on the Internet under
this section in the electronic directory of
Federal electronic information required by
section 4101(a)(1) of title 44, United States
Code.
SEC. 4. METHOD OF ACCESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The information required
to be made available to the public on the
Internet under this resolution shall be made
available as follows:

(1) CRS INFORMATION.—Public access to in-
formation made available under section 2
shall be provided through the websites main-
tained by Members and Committees of the
Senate.

(2) PUBLIC RECORDS.—Public access to in-
formation made available under section 3 by
the Secretary of the Senate’s Office of Public
Records shall be provided through the United
States Senate website.

(b) EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CRS RE-
PORTS ONLINE.—The Sergeant-at-Arms of the
Senate is responsible for maintaining and
updating the information made available on
the Internet under section 2.
SEC. 5. CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE MATE-

RIALS.
It is the sense of the Senate that each

standing and special Committee of the Sen-
ate and each Joint Committee of the Con-
gress, in accordance with such rules as the
committee may adopt, should provide access
via the Internet to publicly-available com-
mittee information, documents, and pro-
ceedings, including bills, reports, and tran-
scripts of committee meetings that are open
to the public.
SEC. 6. IMPLEMENTATION.

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate shall
establish the database described in section
2(a) within 6 months after the date of adop-
tion of this resolution.
SEC. 7. GAO STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning 1 year after
the date on which the database described in
section 2(a) is established, the Sergeant-at-
Arms shall request the Comptroller General
to examine the cost of implementing this

resolution, other than this section, with par-
ticular attention to the cost of establishing
and maintaining the database and submit a
report within 6 months thereafter. The Ser-
geant-at-Arms shall ask the Comptroller
General to include in the report rec-
ommendations on how to make operations
under this resolution more cost-effective,
and such other recommendations for admin-
istrative changes or changes in law, as the
Comptroller General may determine to be
appropriate.

(b) DELIVERY.—The Sergeant-at-Arms shall
transmit a copy of the Comptroller General’s
report under subsection (a) to:

(1) The Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration.

(2) The Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

(3) The Senate Committee on the Judici-
ary.

(4) The Joint Committee of the Congress
on the Library of Congress.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to introduce a resolution to make
selected Congressional Research Serv-
ice products, lobbyist disclosure re-
ports, and Senate gift disclosure forms
available over the Internet for the
American people. This bipartisan legis-
lation is sponsored by Senators LEAHY,
LOTT and LIEBERMAN.

The Congressional Research Service
(CRS) is well known for producing
high-quality reports and issue briefs
that are concise, factual, and unbi-
ased—a rarity in Washington. Many of
us have used these products to make
decisions on a wide variety of legisla-
tive proposals considering issues as di-
verse as Amtrak reform, the future of
the Internet, health care reform, and
tax policy. Also, we routinely send
these products to our constituents in
order to help them understand the im-
portant issues of our time.

My colleagues and I believe that it is
important that the public should have
access to this CRS information. The
American public will pay $73.4 million
to fund CRS’ operations for the fiscal
year 2001. The material covered in this
resolution is not confidential or classi-
fied, and the public should be able to
see that their money is well spent.

The Senate will serve two crucial
functions by allowing the public to ac-
cess this information over the Internet.
First, it will help to fight a growing
public cynicism about our government.
According to a January 10–14, 2001, Gal-
lup poll, the American public listed
dissatisfaction with the Congress, gov-
ernment leadership, and the govern-
ment in general as one of the ‘‘most
important problems facing the country
today.’’ By making these unbiased doc-
uments available online, the Senate
will allow the public to see the factors
that influence our decisions and votes.
These documents will provide the pub-
lic a more accurate view of the Con-
gressional decision-making, and dispel
some of the notions about Congress
that create this cynicism.

In addition, the Senate will serve the
important function of informing their
constituents by making these CRS
products available online. Members of
the public will be able to read these
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CRS products and receive a concise, ac-
curate summary of issues that concern
them. As their elected representatives,
we should strive to promote a better
informed and educated public. Edu-
cated voters are best able to make de-
cisions and petition their legislators on
how to accurately represent them.

I would like to point out that these
products are already available on the
Internet. ‘‘Black market’’ private ven-
dors are charging up to $49 for a single
report. Other web sites have outdated
CRS products on them. It is not fair for
the American people to have to pay a
third party for out-of-date products for
which they have already footed the
bill.

This resolution is different from leg-
islation that I authored last Congress.
The House of Representatives has
started a pilot program to make CRS
products electronically available to the
public. This resolution is drafted to set
up a system identical to the House pro-
gram. The Senate Sergeant-at-Arms
will establish and maintain the data-
base of CRS documents through the
Senate Computer Center. The public
will only be able to access these docu-
ments through Senators or Senate
Committee’s web pages. This system
will allow Senators and Committee
Chairmen to be able to choose which
documents are made available to the
public through their web page.

This change will ensure that only the
Senate is directly involved in making
CRS products available to the public.
This change to the bill will ensure that
the CRS’ mission is not altered in any
way, and that it cannot be open to li-
ability suits. I ask unanimous consent
to include a letter from Mr. Stanley M.
Brand, a former General Counsel to the
House of Representatives, who states
that ‘‘nothing in the resolution will
alter or modify applicability of the
Speech or Debate Clause protections to
CRS products.’’ In addition, Senators
will be able to inform their constitu-
ents about how we are helping them
here in Washington.

This resolution also includes other
safeguards to ensure that CRS is pro-
tected from public interference. Con-
fidential information and reports done
for confidential research requests will
not be made available to the public.
The Senate Sergeant-at-Arms may re-
move the names of CRS employees
from these products to prevent the
public from distracting CRS employ-
ees. In addition, the Senate Sergeant-
at-Arms may remove copyrighted in-
formation from the publicly-available
reports. In the past, we have been in-
formed that CRS may not have permis-
sion to release copyrighted informa-
tion over the Internet. Currently, re-
ports with copyrighted information
may be posted over the House system.
However, the Senate Sergeant-at-Arms
may remove this information if it is
necessary in the future.

Finally, we are aware that cost con-
cerns have been raised about versions
of this legislation introduced in earlier

Congresses. Our understanding is that
the House system of distribution has
been achieved at a relatively low cost.
This resolution will eliminate the cost
burden to CRS by shifting the oper-
ation and maintenance of the database
over to the Senate Sergeant-at-Arms.
In addition, the Senate Sergeant-at-
Arms is directed to ask the General Ac-
counting Office to evaluate the pro-
gram after one year to examine how to
make the operations more cost-effec-
tive.

The resolution also requires the Sen-
ate Office of Public Records to place
lobbyist disclosure forms and Senate
gift disclosure forms on the Internet.
We have already voted to make this in-
formation available to the public. Un-
fortunately, the public can only get ac-
cess to this information through an of-
fice in the Hart building. These provi-
sions will allow our constituents
throughout the country to access this
information. It is important to recog-
nize the Senate Office of Public
Records for setting up a system of on-
line lobbying registration. The Senate
can aid this office in its
groundbreaking work by enacting this
resolution.

This legislation has been endorsed by
many groups including AOL Time War-
ner, the Congressional Accountability
Project, Intel, the Center for Democ-
racy and Technology, the American Li-
brary Association, Real Networks, Inc.
and the National Federation of Press
Women. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that these letters of sup-
port be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objective it is so ordered.

(See Exhibit 1.)
Mr. MCCAIN. In conclusion, we would

like to urge our colleagues to join us in
supporting this legislation. The Inter-
net offers us a unique opportunity to
allow the American people to have ev-
eryday access to important informa-
tion about their government. We are
sure you agree that a well-informed
electorate can best govern our great
country.

EXHIBIT 1

BRAND & FRULLA,
Washington, DC, February 6, 2001.

Hon. JOHN MCCAIN,
Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce,

Science and Transportation, Washington,
DC.

DEAR SENATOR MCCAIN: I am writing to ad-
dress the provisions of a draft Senate Resolu-
tion which I understand you intend to intro-
duce directing the Senate Sergeant-at-Arms
to provide Internet access to certain public
congressional and Congressional Research
Service documents. This resolution is sub-
stantially the same as a bill you introduced
in 1998 to make certain of the same docu-
ments available on the Internet.

By letter dated January 27, 1998, I com-
mented extensively on the impact of this
substantially identical legislation upon ap-
plicability of the Speech or Debate Clause,
U.S. Const., art. I § 6, cl. 1, to CRS products.

I concluded then, and reaffirm that noth-
ing in the resolution will alter or modify ap-
plicability of the Speech or Debate Clause
protections to CRS products.

There is one sense in which your revised
resolution may actually strengthen the pro-
tections of the Clause for CRS products. By
lodging responsibility in the Sergeant-at-
Arms for providing access, you have retained
in a legislative officer, as opposed to the
CRS, the power to make determinations con-
cerning accessibility. The Sergeant-at-Arms,
is a ‘‘[r]anking nonmember’’ of the Senate
and one of the statutory ‘‘officers of the Con-
gress,’’ Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 128 (1975)
and 2 U.S.C. § 60–1(b) and there can be, there-
fore, no doubt about the Senate’s intent to
repose in one of its officers the power to con-
trol its privileges.

In doing so, you have, as a practical mat-
ter as well, given the Senate more direct
control over access to CRS matters. See
United States v. Hoffa, 205 F. Supp. 710, 723
(S.D. Fla. 1962) (cert. denied sub nom Hoffa v.
Lieb, 371 U.S. 892 (invocation of legislative
privilege by the United States Senate con-
clusive upon judicial branch). Given that any
putative litigant seeking to obtain privi-
leged CRS documents would have to actually
serve process upon the Seregeant-at-Arms to
obtain documents under the revised resolu-
tion, it is even less likely under the revised
resolution that a party could obtain disclo-
sure of such documents.

Sincerely,
STANLEY M. BRAND.

AOL TIME WARNER,
Washington, DC, February 5, 2001.

Hon. JOHN MCCAIN,
Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and

Transportation, U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC.

Hon. PATRICK J. LEAHY,
Ranking Minority Member, Committee on the

Judiciary, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAIN AND SENATOR

LEAHY: On behalf of AOL Time Warner, we
write to express our support for your Senate
Resolution directing the Sergeant-at-Arms
to provide Internet access to certain Con-
gressional documents, including certain Con-
gressional Research Service publications,
Senate lobbying and gift report filings, and
Senate and Joint Committee documents.

The Internet is one of our society’s most
powerful tools for education and communica-
tion, and its tremendous growth continues.
We, like you, believe that this medium offers
an unprecedented opportunity to connect in-
dividuals to the political process—by helping
people become more informed citizens, by
helping our government be more responsive
to them, and by engaging more people in
public policy discussions and debate.

Your resolution recognizes that the ability
of citizens to access public records and to ob-
tain research materials on public policy
issues is crucial to a robust and successful
democratic system, and that the Internet
can serve as a powerful resource for informa-
tion about our government and our political
process. We believe that your legislation will
help to further democracy by ensuring online
access to Congressional documents and
records.

We appreciate your leadership on this im-
portant issue and your continued leadership
on technology-related matters. We look for-
ward to working with you closely in the
107th Congress.

Sincerely,
JILL LESSER,

Senior Vice President,
Domestic Public Pol-
icy.

ELIZABETH FRAZEE,
Vice President, Domes-

tic Policy & Congres-
sional Relations.
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION

OF PRESS WOMEN, INC.,
Arlington, VA, February 2, 2001.

Hon. JOHN MCCAIN,
Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce,

Science and Transportation, Washington,
DC.

DEAR SENATOR MCCAIN: The National Fed-
eration of Press Women would like to ex-
press its support for legislation to establish
a centralized, public database for Congres-
sional Research Service reports.

NFPW, which represents more than 2,000
journalists, educators and professional com-
municators in the United States, last year
supported S. 393, introduced by Sen. Patrick
Leahy and yourself. Our members have sent
notes of interest and concern to many sen-
ators to explain why this effort is important.

CRS reports are an invaluable resource to
journalists. They provide the nation’s best
backgrounders on legislation. They help
journalists to illuminate that wonderful
sense of ‘‘history on the run,’’ as former
Washington Post publisher Philip Graham
once described the products of our craft.

But a CRS report’s value to the public
through the news media today is only as
good as the luck of the reporter. Since the
reports are not easily found, nor reliably
catalogued in any public forum, a journalist
often stumbles upon them in the course of
other research, or learns of them only when
a source reveals their existence. While the
Members of Congress are forthcoming with
assistance with these reports when asked,
often the rush of deadlines outstrips the
mail—and even the fax machine. A report
undiscovered, or discovered too late for the
story, offers nothing to the reader or viewer.

As publisher emeritus of a small daily
newspaper in Kansas, I can assure you that
this legislation would serve the interests of
the public by providing our local reporters
with the same access that well-funded Wash-
ington news bureaus have. And that will go
a long way toward enhancing the credibility
of the legislative process. Polls do tend to
show that local press are better trusted by
the citizenry than the national media. We
bring the national news home. Your legisla-
tion can help us to do that.

New technologies now offer an ideal avenue
for improved access. Not only journalists,
but authors, historians, researchers, teach-
ers and students will find a mother lode of
useful information when CRS reports become
electronically accessible. If the reports can
be accessed through the websites of the
Members, they likely will drive traffic to
those sites, and that will further enhance the
value of the Members’ websites to the public.

NFPW urges you to continue to push for-
ward with legislation to bring CRS reports
to the Internet and to allow the public and
press to share in the full value of this pub-
licly-supported information service.

Sincerely,
VIVIEN SADOWSKI.

INTEL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, February 6, 2001.

Hon. JOHN MCCAIN,
Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce,

Science, & Transportation, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAIN: I write to affirm
the support of Intel Corporation for your
proposed Senate resolution regarding the
maintenance of an electronic database
through which the public would be able to
access CRS reports to Congress, issue brief,
and other products over the Internet. I note
that your current initiative follows up on
legislation that you introduced last Congress
(S. 393) that would have mandated such ac-
tion.

We have supported your efforts to achieve
such public access in the past, and we are

pleased that you have once again taken the
initiative on this matter.

We believe that convenient electronic ac-
cess to public documents upon which the
Congress relies in performing its legislative
and oversight functions serves to strengthen
accountability of government to the people
as well as the public’s faith in the legislative
process. We hope to see early action on your
resolution in this session of the 107th Con-
gress.

Sincerely,
DOUGLAS B. COMER,

Director, Legal Affairs.

CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY
PROJECT,

Washington, DC, February 6, 2001.
Senator JOHN MCCAIN,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.
Senator PATRICK LEAHY,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATORS MCCAIN AND LEAHY: We
heartily endorse your Congressional Open-
ness Resolution, which would require the
U.S. Senate to put key congressional docu-
ments on the Internet, including Congres-
sional Research Service (CRS) Reports and
Issue Briefs, CRS Authorization and Appro-
priations products, lobbyist disclosure re-
ports and Senate gift disclosure reports.
Your resolution is a cheap and simple way to
improve our democracy.

Citizens need access to these congressional
documents to discharge their civic duties.
CRS reports are some of the best research
conducted by the federal government. Your
resolution would put about 2700–2800 of these
useful reports on the Internet. Placing lob-
byist disclosure reports on the Internet
would help citizens to track patterns of in-
fluence in Congress, and to discover who is
paying whom how much to lobby on what
issues.

Taxpayers will be cheered that you have
included a Sense of the Senate resolution
that Senate and Joint Committees should
‘‘provide access via the Internet to publicly-
available committee information, documents
and proceedings, including bills, reports and
transcripts of committee meetings that are
open to the public.’’ We taxpayers pay dearly
to produce these documents; we ought to be
able to read them, for free, on the Internet.

In 1822, James Madison explained why citi-
zens must have government information: ‘‘A
popular Government, without popular infor-
mation, or the means of acquiring it, is but
a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy; or per-
haps both. Knowledge will forever govern ig-
norance: And a people who mean to be their
own Governors, must arm themselves with
the power which knowledge gives.’’

The Congressional Openess Resolution hon-
ors the spirit of Madison’s words. Thank you
for your efforts to place congressional docu-
ments available on the Internet.

Sincerely,
Alliance for Democracy, American Asso-

ciation of Law Libraries, American
Conservative Union, American Federa-
tion of Government Employees, Amer-
ican Society of Newspaper Editors,
Better Government Association, Center
for Democracy and Technology, Center
for Media Education, Center for Re-
sponsive Politics, Common Cause,
Computer Professional for Social Re-
sponsibility, Congressional Account-
ability Project, Consumer Federation
of America, Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation, Electronic Privacy Information
Center, Federation of American Sci-
entists, Friends of the Earth, Govern-
ment Accountability Project, National
Newspaper Association, National Secu-

rity Archive, National Taxpayers
Union, OMB Watch, Progressive Asset
Management Inc., Project on Govern-
ment Oversight, Public Citizen,
RealNetworks, Inc., Reform Party of
the USA, Regional Reporters Associa-
tion, Reporters Committee for Free-
dom of the Press, Society of Profes-
sional Journalists, Taxpayers for Com-
mon Sense, U.S. Public Interest Re-
search Group (USPIRG).

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, February 6, 2001.

Senator JOHN MCCAIN,
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR MCCAIN: We support your
proposal to make reports from the Congres-
sional Research Service (CRS) publicly avail-
able. We want to endorse your efforts to as-
sure public access to a broad range of gov-
ernment information. The CRS reports are
well researched and balanced products ad-
dressing a wide variety of current issues.

We believe that these unique and valued
resources should be available to scholars and
researchers as well as the general public
through the Federal Depository Library Pro-
gram (FDLP). The FDLP already provides a
network of libraries throughout the country
that serve the public by providing access to
Federal government information. Utilizing
the FDLP as well as Internet resources pro-
vides great public benefit through access to
the CRS reports.

ALA has long standing policies about these
issues of broad access to government infor-
mation. We have attached a resolution sup-
porting your earlier efforts pressing for ac-
cess to this publicly supported research. We
will also encourage our members to support
your proposal.

As you know, the American Library Asso-
ciation is a nonprofit educational organiza-
tion of over 60,000 librarians, library edu-
cators, information specialists, library trust-
ees, and friends of libraries representing pub-
lic, school, academic, state, and specialized
libraries. ALA is dedicated to the improve-
ment of library and information services, to
the public’s right to a free and open informa-
tion society—intellectual participation—and
to the idea of intellectual freedom.

ALA’s previous resolution encouraged the
appropriate Congressional committees to
‘‘take immediate action to assure that the
publicly released Congressional Research
Service reports and information products are
distributed in a timely manner to the gen-
eral public through Federal Depository li-
braries and on the Internet.’’

Attached is a copy of the complete resolu-
tion. We thank you for your efforts on this
issue and look forward to working with you
and your staff as this proposal moves for-
ward.

Sincerely,
LYNNE BRADLEY,

Director, ALA Office of
Government Relations.

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, Jan. 14, 1998.

RESOLUTION ON CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH
SERVICE PUBLICATIONS

Whereas, equitable and timely access to in-
formation created by the government is an
important tenet of a free and democratic so-
ciety; and

Whereas, Title 44 of the U.S. Code man-
dates provision of publications to Federal
Depository Libraries; and

Whereas, the 104th and 105th Congresses
have a made a concerted effort to increase
public access to Congressional information
through the Internet; and

Whereas, the Congressional Research Serv-
ice (CRS) produces reports and information
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products at the request of Members of Con-
gress; and

Whereas, CRS reports are well researched
and balanced products addressing a wide va-
riety of current issues; and

Whereas, the CRS produces and Congress
releases reports that are not made available
to the Government Printing Office for dis-
tribution to Federal Depository Libraries
nor made available to the public on the
Internet; and

Whereas, many of these reports are re-
leased to various individuals or groups by
Members of Congress but not made available
to the public; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the American Library Asso-
ciation urge that the Joint Committee on
the Library, the Senate Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee, and the House Oversight
Committee take immediate action to assure
that publicly released Congressional Re-
search Service reports and information prod-
ucts are distributed in a timely manner to
the general public through Federal Deposi-
tory Libraries and on the Internet.

Adopted by the Council of the American
Library Association, New Orleans, LA,
January 14, 1998.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join today with Senator
MCCAIN to introduce a Senate resolu-
tion to provide Internet Access to im-
portant Congressional documents.

Our bipartisan resolution makes cer-
tain Congressional Research Service
products, lobbyist disclosure reports
and Senate gift disclosure reports
available over the Internet to the
American people.

The Congressional Research Service,
CRS, has a well-known reputation for
producing high-quality reports and in-
formation briefs that are unbiased,
concise, and accurate. The taxpayers of
this country, who pay $67 million a
year to fund the CRS, deserve speedy
access to these public resources and
have a right to see that their money is
being spent well.

The goal of our legislation is to allow
every citizen the same access to the
wealth of CRS information as a Mem-
ber of Congress enjoys today. CRS per-
forms invaluable research and produces
first-rate reports on hundreds of topics.
American taxpayers have every right
to direct access to these wonderful re-
sources.

Online CRS reports will serve an im-
portant role in informing the public.
Members of the public will be able to
read these CRS products and receive a
concise, accurate summary of the
issues before the Congress. As elected
representatives, we should do what we
can to promote an informed, educated
public. The educated voter is best able
to make decisions and petition us to do
the right things here in Congress.

Our legislation follows the model on-
line CRS program in the House of Rep-
resentatives and ensures that private
CRS products will remain protected by
giving the CRS Director the authority
to hold back any products that are
deemed confidential. Moreover, the Di-
rector may protect the identity of CRS
researchers and any copyrighted mate-
rial. We can do both—protect confiden-
tial material and empower our citizens
through electronic access to invaluable
CRS products.

In addition, the bipartisan resolution
would provide public online access to
lobbyist reports and gift disclosure
forms. At present, these public records
are available in the Senate Office of
Public Records in Room 232 of the Hart
Building. As a practical matter, these
public records are accessible only to
those inside the Beltway.

I applaud the Office of Public
Records for recently making techno-
logical history in the Senate by pro-
viding for lobbying registrations
through the Internet. The next step is
to provide the completed lobbyist dis-
closure reports on the Internet for all
Americans to see.

The Internet offers us a unique op-
portunity to allow the American people
to have everyday access to this public
information. Our bipartisan legislation
would harness the power of the Infor-
mation Age to allow average citizens
to see these public records of the Sen-
ate in their official form, in context
and without editorial comment. All
Americans should have timely access
to the information that we already
have voted to give them.

And all of these reports are indeed
‘‘public’’ for those who can afford to
hire a lawyer or lobbyist or who can af-
ford to travel to Washington to come
to the Office of Public Records in the
Hart Building and read them. That is
not very public. That does not do very
much for the average voter in Vermont
or the rest of this country outside of
easy reach of Washington. That does
not meet the spirit in which we voted
to make these materials public, when
we voted ‘‘disclosure’’ laws.

We can do better, and this resolution
does better. Any citizen in any corner
of this country with access to a com-
puter at home or the office or at the
public library will be able to get on the
Internet and get these important Con-
gressional documents under our resolu-
tion. It allows individual citizens to
check the facts, to make comparisons,
and to make up their own minds.

I commend the Senior Senator from
Arizona for his leadership on opening
public access to Congressional docu-
ments. I share his desire for the Amer-
ican people to have electronic access to
many more Congressional resources. I
look forward to working with him in
the days to let the information age
open up the halls of Congress to all our
citizens.

As Thomas Jefferson wrote, ‘‘Infor-
mation is the currency of democracy.’’
Our democracy is stronger if all citi-
zens have equal access to at least that
type of currency, and that is something
which Members on both sides of the
aisle can celebrate and join in.

This bipartisan resolution is an im-
portant step in informing and empow-
ering American citizens. I urge my col-
leagues to join us in supporting this
legislation to make available useful
Congressional information to the
American people.

SENATE RESOLUTION 22—URGING
THE APPROPRIATE REPRESENT-
ATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES
TO THE UNITED NATIONS COM-
MISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO
INTRODUCE AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE COMMISSION A
RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
TO END ITS HUMAN RIGHTS VIO-
LATIONS IN CHINA AND TIBET,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
Mr. HUTCHINSON (for himself, Mr.

WELLSTONE, Mr. HELMS, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DAYTON,
Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire, Mr. KYL,
Mr. SPECTER, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. HAR-
KIN, and Mr. SANTORUM) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

S. RES. 22

Whereas the annual meeting of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, provides a forum for dis-
cussing human rights and expressing inter-
national support for improved human rights
performance;

Whereas, according to the Department of
State and international human rights orga-
nizations, the Government of the People’s
Republic of China continues to commit wide-
spread and well-documented human rights
abuses in China and Tibet;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
yet to demonstrate its willingness to abide
by internationally accepted norms of free-
dom of belief, expression, and association by
repealing or amending laws and decrees that
restrict those freedoms;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China continues to ban and crim-
inalize groups it labels as cults or heretical
organizations;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China has repressed unregistered
religious congregations and spiritual move-
ments, including Falun Gong, and persists in
persecuting persons on the basis of unau-
thorized religious activities using such
measures as harassment, prolonged deten-
tion, physical abuse, incarceration, and clo-
sure or destruction of places of worship;

Whereas authorities in the People’s Repub-
lic of China have continued their efforts to
extinguish expressions of protest or criti-
cism, have detained scores of citizens associ-
ated with attempts to organize a peaceful op-
position, to expose corruption, to preserve
their ethnic minority identity, or to use the
Internet for the free exchange of ideas, and
have sentenced many citizens so detained to
harsh prison terms;

Whereas Chinese authorities continue to
exert control over religious and cultural in-
stitutions in Tibet, abusing human rights
through instances of torture, arbitrary ar-
rest, and detention of Tibetans without pub-
lic trial for peacefully expressing their polit-
ical or religious views;

Whereas bilateral human rights dialogues
between several nations and the People’s Re-
public of China have yet to produce substan-
tial adherence to international norms; and

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
signed the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, but has yet to take the
steps necessary to make the treaty legally
binding: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) at the 57th Session of the United Na-
tions Human Rights Commission in Geneva,
Switzerland, the appropriate representative
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