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its pastor three years later. His social activism
was rooted in the Church philosophy that led
the fight against slavery in the 1800’s. His
travels to Mississippi were in response to a
church call for help with voter registration
drives. Reverend Cornell was also active in
promoting meetings between people. During
the Vietnam War he formed a local group of
concerned citizens about the War.

Throughout his time at First Presbyterian,
he was also busy with numerous building
projects having assisted with the construction
of the new First Presbyterian church and the
creation of First United Presbyterian Church in
1982. Reverend Cornell also served as the
President of the Belleville Ministerial Alliance
in the 50’s and moderator of the Alton Pres-
bytery in the 1960’s. He also helped found the
Belleville Clergy Association.

Reverend Cornell married his wife Barbara
in 1994. His son John is an artist who lives in
Belleville. He also has two grandchildren. Rev-
erend Cornell also was no stranger to adver-
sity himself, his other son Paul, who was only
24 years old, died in 1977 after a blockage
was discovered in his brain. Reverend Cornell
also suffered a heart attack that same year
and underwent by-pass surgery in 1987. After
‘‘retiring’’ from First United Presbyterian in
1988 he went to Concordia United Church of
Christ. This place, he thought, would be per-
fect for him. The little country church, founded
by German immigrants in 1845, had just lost
its pastor of 19 years. Reverend Cornell now
ministers its 90 members.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Reverend Fred Cornell and to
recognize his commitment for service to the
community.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to present the following Opinion-Editorial
that was written by Deborah Nankivell, execu-
tive director of the Fresno Business Council.
The Opinion-Editorial, printed in the Fresno
Bee on December 20, 2000, reads as follows:

JOHANSON’S ‘GIFT’ HAS BEEN SERVICE TO
PUBLIC

We all make decisions everyday based upon
external signals and usually motivated by
achieving specific goals. Much of life is
about taking care of daily tasks and making
plans for the future.

Then there are those whose path is deter-
mined from the inside. Their commitment is
to serving and improving the lives of others.
Usually these people are invisible in a com-
munity. They are the ones who work tire-
lessly in service professions, the healing arts
and serving on countless committees. How-
ever, in times of crisis, these people make
what is for them a difficult sacrifice, they
assume public leadership positions.

For the past five years, such a public serv-
ant, Richard Johanson, has led the Fresno
Business Council. When he was asked to as-
sume this position he was bewildered. He
could not understand why community lead-
ers would turn to him to lead the organiza-
tion. Time has made obvious what the wise
among us already knew.

Fresno desperately needed to witness a
new kind of leader, a community steward,
someone who could inspire others to con-
tribute their very highest talents to address-
ing a myriad of community problems.

SPECIAL TOUCH

It has been often asked how Dick does
what he does. How does he take a table full
of people who disagree and don’t much like
each other to come to consensus in less than
an hour with hardly saying anything? Why
have boards canceled or postponed meetings
upon knowing Dick could not attend because
they knew without him unproductive con-
flict would ensue. Why is it that Dick is the
one everybody trusts?

I believe it is not about what he does at
all; it is about who he is. His presence re-
minds us all of the noble impulses we would
love to act upon, but so often choose to ig-
nore in order to satisfy the desires of the
ego. Dick has been a role model simply by
living his life according to his inner code of
honor. In doing so, he has created a culture
of stewardship within the Business Council
that has begun to spread throughout the
community.

Six years ago, the lack of civility was pain-
fully obvious in the public arena. Today,
those in the public affairs community are
learning one of the responsibilities of public
service is to be positive role models. Five
years ago, the different sectors of the com-
munity operated in internal and external
vacuums, often in competition with one an-
other. Today, seeking collaborative partners
is becoming the norm.

Four years ago, expecting merit-based de-
cisions was considered naive. Today, seeking
the views of all the stakeholders and delib-
erating on the merits of an issue is becoming
the new standard for decision-making.

Three years ago, an expectation of excel-
lence was seen as a criticism in a community
defending the status quo. Today, the Center
for Advanced Research and Technology,
which Dick chairs, is a national example of
excellence and the process of its creation has
inspired people throughout the Valley to
dream new dreams fully expecting fruition.

UNIQUE ROLE

While certainly many people have had a
hand in the steady transformation of the
Fresno area, Dick has played a unique and
essential role. His ability to love, to care so
deeply about his community and everyone
who lives here, has melted the hearts and
loosened the resources of everyone who is
needed to help create a healthier and more
prosperous home for us all.

As Dick steps down as president of the
Business Council and passes the new leader-
ship mantle to Ken Newby, it is the appro-
priate time to publicly thank him for the
gift of himself.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Richard ‘‘Dick’’
Johanson for his years of dedicated and dis-
tinguished service to his community. I urge my
colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Johanson
many more years of continued success.
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a man who has served Madison
County for 30 years, Mr. Billy Harbin. I would
like to recognize the outstanding contributions

of Mr. Harbin to our community and to the
Twenty-Third Judicial Circuit of Alabama.

Mr. Harbin’s roots are deep within North
Alabama. After growing up in Huntsville and
graduating from Hazel Green High School, Mr.
Harbin played basketball and baseball on
scholarship at the University of North Alabama
in Florence. After serving the Army on active
duty between 1956–58, Mr. Harbin went to
work with them at Redstone Arsenal as an in-
structor with the Ordnance Guided Missile
School and Missile Munitions Center and
School. Mr. Harbin’s love for his country found
a different path when he first ran for Circuit
Clerk in 1970. His commitment to justice and
efficiency were recognized by the people he
served. He ran for re-election four times, each
time without opposition. His colleagues appre-
ciated his service as well selecting him to re-
ceive the first ‘‘Outstanding Circuit Clerk’’
State of Alabama award. He is also the recipi-
ent of the Huntsville/Madison County Jaycee’s
‘‘Good Government Award’’ and the Huntsville/
Madison County Bar Association’s ‘‘Liberty
Bell Award’’.

His dedication to his community extends be-
yond his professional duties. He has given of
his time and talents to several civic boards of
directors including the Salvation Army, Com-
munity Bank of North Alabama and Huntsville
Hospital. Former Chief Justices of the Ala-
bama Supreme Court including the Hon. How-
ell Heflin and the Hon. C.C. ‘‘Bo’’ Torbert, Jr.
have nominated him to several state commis-
sions and to the Board of Directors of the Ala-
bama Judicial College.

For his hard work, vision and dedication to
the people of Madison County, I feel this is an
apt honor. Now as he retires, I wish to thank
Mr. Harbin for his extraordinary service for his
community and this nation. On behalf of the
U.S. Congress, I pay tribute to Mr. Harbin and
thank him for a job well done. I join his wife
Joyce, his two children Danny and Sandy, and
his three granddaughters in congratulating him
on his retirement. I wish him a well-deserved
rest.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today I pay tribute to Alice Ostrow, a longtime
union supporter and housing activist, who
passed away on January 4, 2001. Ms. Ostrow,
a onetime Socialist candidate for Congress in
New Jersey’s 12th Congressional District, was
a cofounder of the Textile Workers’ Organizing
Committee. In her capacity as a union leader,
Ms. Ostrow served as an effective and com-
passionate leader throughout the organized
labor movement of the 20th Century.

Alice Ostrow was born in Philadelphia in
1915, honed her leadership skills as class
president at South Philadelphia High School,
and attended Strousberg State Teachers’ Col-
lege. Pushing aside the limitations American
society placed upon women, she began her
foray into politics when she joined the Phila-
delphia Chapter of the Young Peoples’ Social-
ist League.
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Throughout her career, Ms. Ostrow worked

for the IRS, served as a legislative representa-
tive of the Federation of Federal Employees,
and worked for the Communications Workers
of America. In the late 1940s and 1950s, dur-
ing the birth of rent control, Ms. Ostrow orga-
nized the group New jersey Tenants for Rent
Control and fought for tenants’ rights for many
years afterwards.

After moving to Burlington, Vermont in 1955,
Ms. Ostrow became involved in numerous
local liberal organizations, including the
Vermont ACLU. After her husband’s death in
1967, she moved to my district in New York
City, where she became heavily involved in
the NAACP, the ACLU, the Workers Defense
League, and Americans for Democratic Action.

Even in her 80s, Ms. Ostrow was a tireless
activist for the rights of the elderly, poor, op-
pressed, and otherwise downtrodden. She
traveled to the New York State Capitol in Al-
bany to lobby for tenant rights. She also
staffed a homeless center and circulated polit-
ical petitions.

A vibrant and caring woman who viewed
public service in the same regard as Robert F.
Kennedy—she ‘‘saw wrong and tried to right
it.’’ I am confident that her legacy will continue
through the many individuals she personally
touched during her extraordinary life.
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to introduce the Southern California
Federal Judgeship Act of 2001. I am proud to
be joined in this effort by my colleagues from
San Diego, Representative DUNCAN HUNTER,
and Representative DARRELL ISSA. This impor-
tant legislation will authorize eight additional
federal district court judges, five permanent
and three temporary, to the Southern District
of California.

A recent judicial survey ranks the Southern
District of California as the busiest court in the
nation by number of criminal felony cases filed
and total number of weighted cases per judge.
In 1998, the Southern District had a weighted
caseload of 1,006 cases per judge. By com-
parison, the Central District of California had a
weighted filing of 424 cases per judge; the
Eastern District of California had a weighted
filing of 601 cases per judge; and the Northern
District of California had a weighted filing of
464 cases per judge.

The Southern District consists of the San
Diego and Imperial Counties of California, and
shares a 200-mile border with Mexico. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Customs Service, as much as
33 percent of the illegal drugs and 50 percent
of the cocaine smuggled into the United
States from Mexico enters through this court
district. Additionally, the court faces a substan-
tial number of our nation’s immigration cases.
Further multiplying the district’s caseload is an
agreement between the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service and the State of California
that calls for criminal aliens to be transferred
to prison facilities in this district upon nearing
the end of their state sentences. All these fac-
tors combine to create a tremendous need for
additional district court judges.

I hope that all my colleagues will join those
of us from San Diego and help the people of
Southern California by authorizing additional
district court judges for the Southern District of
California.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate and to pay tribute to Nilda Mo-
rales Horowitrz, and outstanding individual
who has dedicated her life to public service.
She was inducted on January 18 as a Family
Court Judge for Westchester County in New
York.

Mr. Speaker, from April 1998 until her re-
cent appointment, Judge Horowitz served as
deputy county attorney and family court bu-
reau chief. She was in charge of and respon-
sible for twenty-four attorneys who handled all
matters before the Family Courts of West-
chester County. She handled the daily review
and assignment of all cases involving the De-
partment of Social Services, such as the coun-
ty’s neglect and abuse referrals, and all juve-
nile delinquency referrals from the Department
of Probation. She was also the supervisor of
specialized Domestic Violence Unit within the
Family Court Bureau.

Her distinguished career also includes serv-
ice as a hearing examiner for the New York
State Family Court, a Senior Law Judge and
Supervising Judge for the New York State
Workers’ Compensation Board, and adjunct
professor of Public Administration at Hostos
Community College, and a lawyer in private
practice specializing in public interest law.

Judge Horowitz is well known and highly re-
spected by her peers and the different com-
munities she has served for her sensitivity,
professionalism, integrity and sound judgment.
Her induction brings to the Court an out-
standing judge.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in commending Judge Nilda Morales Horowitz
for her outstanding achievements and in wish-
ing her continued success as Family Court
Judge for Westchester County.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, today I sup-
port our nation’s 28,000 Postmasters by intro-
ducing the Postmasters Fairness and Rights
Act of 2001.

Under current law, Postmasters are denied
the basic right to discuss fundamental issues
which impact the quality of mail services pro-
vided to your constituents, the management of
your local Post Office, and their own com-
pensation. Postmasters suffer from a dysfunc-
tional ‘‘consultation process’’ whereby Postal
Headquarters may unilaterally mandate local
Post Office operational changes.

The Postmasters Fairness and Rights Act of
2001 seeks to remedy this inequality by ena-
bling Postmasters to take an active and con-
structive role in managing their Post Office
and discussing compensation issues. If the
Postmasters and Postal Headquarters are un-
able to reach an understanding, the Act pro-
vides for a neutral outside party to resolve the
disagreement. If enacted, the Postmasters
Fairness and Rights Act would foster better
mail services by allowing Postmasters greater
input in operational decision-making, improv-
ing Postmaster morale, and making it possible
to attract and retain exemplary Postmasters.

This legislation had 238 cosponsors last
year. With the support of my colleagues in the
107th Congress, we will be able to move this
legislation and finally restore fairness to our
nation’s Postmasters.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Eastern Madera County
Chamber of Commerce President Marilyn Rigg
for her years of dedicated service to the com-
munity.

Marilyn is a graduate of St. Aloysius Acad-
emy, the University of Ohio and the Stonier
School of Banking, where her thesis was
copyrighted and accepted for inclusion in the
National Library.

Ms. Rigg taught school in Virginia for 2
years before moving to Oakhurst in 1970.
Marilyn worked for 21 years at Security Pacific
Bank, where she held numerous jobs, includ-
ing branch manager, vice-president of plan-
ning and marketing, and vice-president of cor-
porate lending. In 1992, she left Security Pa-
cific to begin a State Farm Agency in
Oakhurst.

Marilyn has served as a member and past
president of Soroptimist International of the Si-
erra, chairman of the Oakhurst Fall Festival,
chairman of ‘‘Oakhurst Goes to the Oscars,’’
and past board member and treasurer of the
Eastern Madera County Chamber of Com-
merce.

Mr. Speaker, I want to pay tribute to Marilyn
Rigg for her active and distinguished commu-
nity involvement. I urge my colleagues to join
me in wishing Marilyn Rigg many more years
of continued success.
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SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL
BENEFIT
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced a bill that would expand eligibility for
the Social Security burial benefit.

As you may be aware, prior to 1981, any in-
dividual could receive the burial benefit lump
sum of $255 in order to pay funeral expenses.
Today, the surviving spouse receives a burial
benefit only if the deceased spouse is insured
by Social Security.
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